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Gulistan delegation
meets CM Bugti
on education,
development drive

Staff Report

QUETTA: A prominent delegation led by
Sardar Ahmed Khan Ghibzai, a prominent
tribal and social leader of Gulistan, called
on Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugt here on Friday. The meeting dis-
cussed in detail the ongoing educational and
sacial development initiatives in Gulistan,
the collaboration between the government
and the local community, and future devel-
opment prospects. The delegation apprised
the Chief Minister of the non-governmental
initiatives being taken at the local level for
the promotion of education and social
improvement in the area. On this occasion,
the Chief Minister of Balochistan expressed
satisfaction while appreciating the signifi-
cant progress made in the educational and
social sectors through community partner-
ship in Gulistan. Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said that private and commu-
nity initiatives in the fields of education and
social development are not only commend-
able, but they also provide the basis for sus-
tainable development in collaboration with
government institutions. He said that the
government will continue 1o fully encour-
age and provide all possible patronage to all
such positive initiatives. He said that the
role of the community in the promotion of
education at the local level in Gulistan is
very important and valuable and the
Balochistan government is keen to expand
this model to other areas so that educational
opportunities can reach every citizen. The
Chief Minister clarified that the Balochistan
government is taking practical steps on a
priority basis for the i improvement of educa-
tional institutions, provision of basic facili-
ties, and raising the standard of education.
He expressed his determination that public
pmmpnlmu in educational and social ser-
vices will not only make the development pro-
cess more effective, bul this initative will
also play an important role in creating a
strong, selt-sufficient and conscious society.
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Closure of
media houses

The  deepening  crisis  within
Balochistan's medialandscape has reached
a critical flashpoint, sending shockwaves
of uncertainty and anxiety through the
province’s journalistic fraternity. The
recent decisions by several mainstream,
private media houses to shut down their
bureau offices and execute mass layoffs
have not only jeopardized the livelihoods
of countless media professionals but also
threatened to  completely  sever
Balochistan’s voice from the national dis-
course. Working as a journalist in
Pakistan’s largest province by area has
never been an easy feal; reporters here rou-
tinely brave extreme physical dangers,
navigating a minefield of threats from
militant outfils, separatist groups, and
intense political pressures. To reward this
immense bravery with sudden termina-
tion and the padlocking of bureau doors is
a profound injustice that leaves local media
persons vulnerable, jobless, and deeply
disillusioned. In a welcome and necessary
intervention, Balochistan Chief, Minister
Sarfraz Bugti forcefully addressed this cri-
sis on the floor of the Balochistan Assembly,
offering his government’s unwavering
support to the beleaguered journalistic
community. Bugti rightfully guestioned
the core motives of private media con-
glomerates, challenging them to decide

Dated: 20 JUN 2026 Page Ngrfé',

whether they function as responsible
national institutions or merely as profit-
driven commercial enterprises, The reahity
on the ground is stark and deeply trou-
bling: while these media empires generate
billions of rupees in revenue nationally,
sometimes receiving meager monthly sal-
aries as low as Rs8,000 to Rs10,000. Forcing
staff to work under such subhuman finan-
cial conditions, only to abruptly fire them
under the guise of cost-cutting, exposes a
glaring ethical bankruptcy among media
owners.

Beyond the immediate human tragedy of
mass unemployment, the geopolitical and
social ramifications of silencing Balochistan
are immense, Comprising 43 percent of the
country’s landmass, the province already
suffers from a severe sense of alienation and
deprivation. If regional bureaus are shut-
tered, the positive stories, rich culture, and,
more importantly, the genuine grievances
and security concerns of Balochistan will
never reach the federal capital or the wider
public consciousness. This informational
vacuum will only deepen the divide
between Islamabad and Quetta. Chief
Minister Bugtis appeal to Federal
Information Minister Ataullah Tarar to
honor his commitments is a crucial step, but
it must be met with immediate, actionable
policy enforcement. The federal govern-
ment must hold media barons accountable,
forcing them to maintain divisional bureaus
and sateguard the rights of local workers.
Balochistan’s voice must not be blacked out
for the sake of corporate profit margins.
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