e B L o R L B R ] T . IS T —

DIRECTORATE AT u\n.h:l u‘\"\ R\ oY)
GENERAL PUBLIC REALTEIONS
BALOCHISTAN A Ol sy G S

NO.DGPR(PRESS CLIPPING)/___ S /.S
OATED. L3 = ... 2026.

SUBJECT:- PRESS CLIPPINGS.

kindly find enclosed here with a set of press
clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

Jor (Diytctor General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Child labour

Child labour is still very common in
developing countries. Pakistan is not
exceptional in this regard. The situation
is more precarious in Balochistan prov-
ince which is the most impoverished
region of Pakistan. Due to poverty par-
ents are compelled to send their children
to work instead of schools. Therefore,
enrolment in schools decreasing instead
of increasing which is not augur well for
the province like Balochistan which is
already far behind than other provinces
in education sector.

Reportedly, 15000 underage children
in Balochistan are working at the con-
struction sites, coal mines, garbage col-
lection, and automobiles workshops.
These children are either orphans or
belong to the poor families who are com-
pelled to work to support their families.

Underage labour affects the children
mentally, physically and socially.
Unfortunately, the sadistic part is that
these children are meted out with rough
behaviour and there are many incidents
that have happened across the country
where even children were not only physi-
cally harmed but in some cases even lost
their lives.

. Child labour is directly linked to pov-
erty and the ratio of child labour is high
in societies where poverty is prevalent.
According to Society for Empowering
Human Resources number of child

labour is increasing in the province par-
ticularly in Quetta annually.

Balochistan has enacted law against
child labour to eradicate child labour in
coal mines and a resolution was passed
unanimously from Balochistan Assembly
because children under seven years of
age work in various coalmines of
Balochistan was clear violation of Child
Act and a great cruelty with poverty hit
children.

The Constitution regards the mini-
mum age as 14 years, but the 18th
Amendment raised the minimum age to
16 years without amending the labour
laws. Article 25(A) of the Constitution
states that the state has to provide com-
pulsory education toall children between
the ages of five and 16 years. It is essential -
that the provincial government should
pay attention to the issue and try to get
them enrolled in educational institutions
instead of letting them do laborious jobs.

The government should introduce a
compreiensive social security pro-
gramme to support poor families and
encourage them to send their children to
school. While the Balochistan govern-
ment has taken steps to eliminate child
labour and ensure education for children
up to the age of 16, much more needs to
be done. Authorities must strictly enforce
laws against underage labour and take
action against violators. A province-wide
awareness campaign is also needed to
persuade parents that education is the
key to a better future.
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