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Environmental
protection key to human
survival, sustainable
development: CM Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
has said that environmental protection is not only a global
responsibility but also a guarantee of human survival, eco-
nomic development and a secure future for future generations.
Climate change, water scarcity, land fertility decline and
increasing pressure on natural resources are such challenges
that the government and the people will have to play a joint
role to deal with, he expressed these views in a special mes-
sage issued on the occasion of World Environment Day. The
Chief Minister said that this year the theme of World
Environment Day is “Land Restoration, Struggle against
Desertification and Dealing with Drought”, which is of special
importance for a province like Balochistan. He said that the
effects of climate change are being clearly felt in Balochistan
like the rest of the world, therefore, the protection of natural
resources and the promotion of environment-friendly policies
have become the most important need of the hour. The Chief
Minister said that Balochistan is a province rich in natural
resources, biodiversity and natural beauty. The province’s
1,100-km-long coastline, ancient forests of Ziarat, Zhob and
Koh-e-Sulaiman, national parks like Hingol and Hazarganji,
and rare animals like Markhor, Chinkara and beaga bustard
are valuable natural assets not only of Balochistan but of the
entire Pakistan. He said that this natural heritage is our iden-
tity and a trust for future generations, the protection of which
is a shared responsibility of all of us. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said
that rampant deforestation, illegal hunting, plastic pollution
and increasing water scarcity have affected the ecosystem. If
these challenges are not addressed in a timely and effective
manner, it will have negative impacts on agriculture, econ-
omy, public health and overall social development. He said
that the provincial government is taking several practical steps
to protect the environment and restore natural resources.
Under the Green Balochistan Program, the plantation cam-
paign has been made more effective across the province, while
special projects are being implemented to restore and protect
the world-famous juniper forests of Ziarat. The Chief Minister
said that effective steps are also being taken to protect wild-
life. He said that work is underway on various water projects
and dams to conserve water and reduce.the effects of drought,
while strict implementation of laws is being ensured to
improve the sanitation system in urban and rural areas and
eliminate the use of plastic bags and single-use plastic. The
Chief Minister of Balochistan said that despite all the efforts
of the government, protecting the environment is not possible
without public cooperation. Every citizen must adopt an eco-
friendly lifestyle’and consider the responsible use of natural
resources as their national responsibility. He appealed to the
people of Balochistan to plant at least one tree in every house-
hold and ensuie its protection and'eare, avoid the use of plastic
bags and single-use plastic, and prevent water wastage because
water is a valuable national asset in Balochistan. Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti reiterated the commitment that the provincial govern-
ment will utilize all available resources 1o establish a green,
clean and eco-friendly Balochistan so that a safe, healthy and
sustainable environment can be provided 1o future genera-
tions.
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Education reforms

The Balochistan  government’s
recently announced comprehensive
education reform package, unveiled
during a high-level meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, repre-
sents long-overdue attempt to overhaul
the province’s struggling public educa-
tion sector. Faced with severe resource
constraints, a staggering number of out-
of-school children, and dilapidated
infrastructure, the provincial leader-
ship’s willingness to re-evaluate tradi-
tional schooling models is highly com-
mendable. However, the true success of
these ambitious policy shifts will not be
measured by cabinet approvals or
visionary rhetoric, but by the govern-
ment’s capacity to translate these direc-
tives into tangible grassroots realities in
a province desperately in need of struc-
tural development. _

Among the most revolutionary pro-
posals is the decision to transform all
primary government schools into gen-
der-free, co-educational institutions
where boys and girls will study together
in the same classrooms. Complemented
by the elimination of compulsory school
uniform requirements a practical step
that removes a hidden financial barrier
for deeply impoverished families the
policy seeks to make basic education as
accessible as possible. Crucially, the
administration has also pledged to dis-
mantle the archaic “Tat Culture” that
has plagued remote regions for decades,
promising to replace the degrading
practice of children sitting on sacks and
jute mats with proper school furniture.

While dismantling institutionalized
inequalities and “Tat Culture” are noble
goals, the Balochistan government must
recognize that these reforms address
only a fraction of the structural crisis.

. Classrooms cannot function effectively

without the guaranteed, daily presence
of qualified teachers, an area where
Balochistan has historically struggled
due to chronic absenteeism and political
interference in postings. Furthermore,
the push for gender-free primary
schools will hit a dead end if the state
fails to provide foundational amenities
that ensure safety and dignity. The lack
of clean drinking water, functional toi-
lets, and secure boundary walls remains
a primary reason why parents, particu-
larly in conservative rural areas, with-
draw their children especially young
girls from the school system entirely.
Education reforms are undeniably the
need of the hour, but policy shifts must
be backed by ironclad implementation.
To truly maximize the impact of these
changes, the provincial authorities must
simultaneously launch a vibrant, sus-
tained student enrollment drive to
bring Balochistan’s massive population
of out-of-school children into the fold.
The government must treat this reform
agenda not as a one-time administrative
announcement, but as a sustained fiscal
and ethical commitment. Only by pair-
ing progressive social policies with the
aggressive provision of basic infrastruc-
ture can the state build a safe, equitable,
and functional learning environment
that convinces parents to send their chil-
dren to school and secures a brighter
future for the youth of Balochistan.
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