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necessary action.

Jor (Director General)

The Press Secretary to
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Balochistan ends uniform
requirement, declares
imary schools gender-free

Staff Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan govern-
ment has taken a Jandmark decision to
abolish the uniform requirement in
public primary schools and declare
them  “‘gender-free”  institutions,
allowing boys and girls to study
together. The move aims to case
financial burdens on poor families,
address the shortage of female teach-
ers in remote areas. and expand access
to education.

The decision was made during a
high-level meeting chaired by Chief
M-i’m.slcr Mir Sarfraz Bugti, where
reforms in education, health, and law
and order were reviewed in lightof the
upcoming provincial budger. The
Chief Minister also directed the
immediate elimination of the out-
dated *“tat culture™ in schools, order-
ing the School Education Departinent

to ensure the provision of desks in all
classrooms. ;

Officials explained that the gender-
free policy will be presented to the
provincial cabinet for approval, with
expectations that it will significantly
improve enrolliment rates, particularly
in underdeveloped  and  remote
regions. The meeting also approved
the introduction of a ~double-shift
teaching system in 900 schools, ena-

bling thousands ol additional students -

to benefit from existing infrastruc-
ture. Chicl” Seeretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan briefed participants that con-
struction of additional classrooms in
3,000 single-room schools will be
completed by next year to meet grow-
g demand. The meeting further
resolyed to introduce standardized
reading and writing material across
all government schools to ensure
quality education. It was also agreed

to increase the long-stagnant fixed
salaries of NCHD teachers.
Addressing the meeting, Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti lamented that
many children in Balochistan are still
forced to study on mats. *“This situa-
tion is unacceptable. Every child
deserves a dignified learning environ-
ment,” he said, warning that strict

action will be taken against officials it

students are tound sitting on the loor
atter the deadline.

He pledged surprise visits, even to
remote mountain schools by helicop-
ter, 1o ensure compliance

Sarfraz  Bugti emphasized that
instilling selt=confidence, dignity, and
respeet in children is a fundamental
part of quality education. He reaf-
fitmed the government’s commitiment
to mobilize all available resources o
provide a brighter future tor the prov-
ince’s youth through reforms in edu-

cation, health, and security.

Fhe meecting was attended by
Provincial Finance Minister Mir
Shoaib Noshirwani, Provincial Home
Minister Mir Zia Lango, Provincial
Minister  tor  Development  and
Planning Mir Zahoor Buledi, Chiel
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Assistant to the Chiet Minister
of Balochistan tor Political and Media
Affairs Shahid  Rind.  Additional
Chiel’ Secretary Developruent Zahid
Saleem, Additional Chiel’ Seeretary
Home Hamza  Shalgat, Seerstary
Education Lal Jan*Jatar, Secretary
Health Mujeeb-ur-Relunan Paniza,
Secretary  Finance Jahungic Khan
Kakar, Principal Scerctary  Imran
Zarkoon, Special Sceretary Finance
Anf Khan, Additional  Seeretary
Chief Minister
Muhammad Faridun Khan and other
relevant otticials.

Secretariat”
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Drug addiction

The worsening drug addiction crisis in
Balochistan has transitioned from a brew-
ing public health concern into a visible,
daily catastrophe. Nowhere is this grim
reality more palpable than in Quetta, the
provincial capital. Once celebrated for its
scenic landscapes and serene winters, the
city is now grappling with an overt influx
of drug addicts who line the streets, alleys,
and thoroughfares day and night.

Beyond the profound humanitarian
crisis, the economic and structural toll on
Quetta has become impossible to ignore.
Desperation has driven many addicts
toward petty theft and vandalism. In a
bid to secure their next dose, individuals
routinely dismantle public property
stealing iron rods, stripping bridges, and
destroying manhole covers to sell as
scrap metal. This rampant vandalism not
only poses severe safety hazards for
pedestrians and moterists but has also
severely compromised the aesthetic
beauty and civic infrastructure of the
capital. A city cannot thrive when its
essential infrastructure is being system-
atically hollowed out by the desperate
actions of its most vulnerable population.

To view this strictly as a Quetta-centric
issue, however, is a dangerous oversight.
The contagion of narcotics is rapidly
spreading deep into the province’s inte-
rior. Reports from districts such as Turbat,
Nushki, Kharan, Mastung, and Kalat
paint an equally alarming picture. From
the coastal belt to the northern valleys, a

generation is being quietly compromised
by the easy availability of illicit sub-
stances. The economic deprivation, lack
of recreational avenues, and porous bor-
ders of Balochistan have created a perfect
storm, allowing the drug trade to flourish
unchecked in' both urban centers and
rural outposts. '

The current situation demands an
immediate, two-pronged strategy from the
provincial government and law enforce-
ment agencies. First, the supply chain must
be aggressively dismantled. The state must
crack down on the “evil business” of drug
trafficking and the local cartels that profit
off human misery. Law enforcement can
no longer look the other way while ped-
dlers destroy the province’s future.

Second, and perhaps most crucially,
the state must view this as a public health
emergency rather than a purely criminal
matter. Punitive measures alone will not
solve .addiction. Balochistan is in dire
need of state-funded, fully equipped
rehabilitation centers. Currently, the
infrastructure for detoxification, psycho-
logical counseling, and societal reinte-
gration is virtually non-existent or inac-
cessible to the masses.

The provincial government must
step up to establish accessible rehab
facilities in Quetta and the affected
districts. Saving Balochistan’s youth
and restoring the dignity of its cities
requires empathy, resources, and
unflinching political will. It is time to
clear the streets not through displace-
ment, but through treatment, rehabili-
tation, and justice. -
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