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QUETTA: Provinclal Minister Mir Muhammad Sadiq Umranl calls on Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on Wednesday.

.44

Bugti reviews off—grld

power projects to expand
electricity access

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chiel  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Dug
chaired a bigh-level meeting at the
Chicf Minister Sccretariat 1o
review projects aimed at improv-
ing clectricity supply and trans-
mission in the province's remole
ond underdeveloped arcas.

The meeting was attended by
Chiel  Sccretary  Dalochistan
Shakecl Qadir Khan, Additional
Chiel  Secretary  (Development)
Zahid Salcem. Sccrelary Energy
Asfandyar Kakar. QESCO Syed
Yousal Shah, and other officials,

During the session, the Encrgy
Department presented proposals
for sustainable, uninterrupted, and
low-cost electricity supply to far-

flung regions.

Officials  ‘highlighted  that
Balochistan’s vast geography and
scaltered population make tradi-
tional long transmission lines and
complex infrastructure both costly
and technically challenging. As o
solution; mini power stations and
off-grid energy projects were iden-
lified as more effective and feasi-
ble.

The bricfing revealed that after
encouraging results from pilot pro-
jects, the pgovernment s now
axsessing the potential 1o establish
off-gnid power stations in 17 dis-
tnicts. These projects aim 1o pro-
vide affordable and rehable elec-
tricity to arcas nof connecied to the
national grid or facing persistent
supply issues

—_——

Additionally, a plan was pre-
sented to sircngthcn transmission
systems in on-grid arcas, To cnsure
swift progress, it was decided to
accelerate work on the regulatory
framework, including tariff deter-
mipation and legal procedures, in
close coordination with NEPRA
and qther relevant institutions.

Sarfraz Bughi directed that the
on-grid station policy be finalized
soon with input from all stakehold-
ers. He stressed that the provinciai
government is commitied to deliv-
cring alfordable, sustanable, and
uninterrupted clectricity 1o the
people of Dalochistan He added
that modera, localized. and sus-
tainable encrgy solutions are being
adopied to integrate remote arcas
into the national development

stream.

The Chicf Minister emphasized
that these energy projects will not
only meet basic needs but also
boost economic activity, job crea-
tion, and jnvesiment in the prove
ince He reaffirmed that providing
basic facilities to every citizen is
both a constitutional and moral
responsibility of the government,
and all available resources will be
utilized 1o achieve thus goal.

Sarfraz Bugh said that through
energy seclor reforms. moderp
planming, and promolion of alier.
nalive encrgy sources, the long.
standing deprivation of
Balochistan's remole arcas wil| be
addressed, ensuring cqual oppor-
tunities for development and proy
perity.

—
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Monsoon
preparedness

With the monsoon season fast approach-
ing, Balochistan faces a familiar test of pre-

redness. The prospect of heavy rains
and flash floods underscores the urgent
need for a comprehensive contingency
plan. Provincial authoritics and disaster
management agencies must move swiftly
to establish effective response mecha-
nisms before the first downpour arrives.
Past disasters have repeatedly demon-

straled that delayed planning and weak FESTEL

preparedness  translate  into  avoidable
human suffering and evonomic losses.

As climale risks intensi(y, Balochistan
canill afford another cycle of reactive crisis
management. The emphasis must shift
decisively from post-disasler relief to pro-
active preparcdness, ensuring, that vulner-
able communitics are safeguarded in
advance and that emergency response sys-
tems remain fully operational and ready to
act when disaster strikes,

Traditionally, only a relatively narrow
belt of Balochistan falls under the influence
of the monsoon system, with districts such
as Barkhan, Zhob, Loralai and Musakhel
receiving the bulk of scasonal rainfall

" However, shifting climate pallerns have
incrensingly disrupted these long-held geo-

|

graphical assumptions, rendering old
nolions of safely and risk increasingly
unreliable across the province.

In recent years, extreme weather events
have expanded well beyond traditional
monsoon zones. Torrential rains and flash
floods have struck both coastal and inland
regions, from Gwadar and Lasbela to the

Dateg: 0/ JUI1 2026

arid expanses of Chagal and Nushki. No
areacan now be considered fully insulated
from sudden climatic shocks, The prov-
ince's rugged terrain further intensifies the
hazard. Hill torrents, a defining feature of
Balochistan's geography, can transform
dry riverbeds Into violent streams within
minutes, sweeping away roads, damaging,
settlements and solating, entire districts
from emergency assistance,

As the monsoon season approaches, the
Provincial Disaster Management Authonty
(PDMA) and district administrations must
urgently shift from a reactive posture o a
live one. Pre-monsoon prepared-
ness should include the desilung of storm-
waler driins, renforcement of  weak
embankments, and removal of encroach-
ments Lthat obstruct natural dminage chan-
nels, particularly in vulnerable urban cen-
tres such as Quetta, where unplanned
expansion has increased flood risks.

Equally critical is the pre-positioning of
heavy machinery, rescue boats, dewater-
ing pumrs, tents and essential relief sup-
plies, including food, medicines and clean
drinking water, in high-risk districts.
These resources must be  strategically
deployed to ensure rapid response in the
crucial carly hours of any emergency,
when delays often translate into avoidab
loss of life.

Round-theclock district control rooms,
strenglhened early waming, systems and
effective communication through mobile
networks, radio and community leader-
ship are essential. The recurring devasta-
tion of past monsoon scasons underscores
asimple truth: preparedness is not optional
but vital to saving lives and reducing dam-
age in Balochistan.
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