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= When we talk about budgets in Pakistan, we usually expect two ‘

things: new taxes and a headache. But the upcoming budget for
Balochistan, which will be presented in the third week of June, is . ‘

breaking that mold. This is likely to be a tax-free, surplus budget
worth up to Rs 1.2 trillion. In simple terms, the government of
Balochistan plans to spend more money than it carns without taking
extra money from the people's pockets, That is rare, That is responsi-
ble governance. The most encouraging news is where the money is
going. For the upcoming fiscal year 2026-27, the education sector is
expected to receive the largest chunk of the pie: approximately Rs 150
billion. This is a historic move. For too long, schools in remote areas
of Balochistan have lacked roofs, teachers, or even clean drinking
water. Prioritizing education means the province is thinking about the !
next generation. You can build roads and airports, but if a child cannot |
read, the province cannot progress. Spending Rs 150 billion on educa-
tion is an investment in peace and stability. It gives the youth a pen
instead of a weapon. Another key highlight is the expected increase in
salaries for government employees. The Balochistan government plans
to align these pay raises with the federal government's policy. This is a
fair approach. Government employees arc facing the same inflation as
everyone else, If the federal employees get a raise, the government
employees and civil servants descrve the same,
We must look at the fine print. A "surplus” budget is good on paper.
It means the province is living within its means. But we must ask:
Where is this surplus coming from? Is it because the province is sav-
ing money, or is it because development projects are moving oo slow-
ly to spend the funds? The government must ensure that the Rs 150
billion for education is not just a number. That money needs to reach
the schools. It needs to be spent on hiring female teachers in rural dis-
tricts, repairing boundary walls, and providing free textbooks. If the
money sits in a bank account, the surplus is meaningless. A tax-free
budget is a blessing for the common man. The people of Balochistan
have faced enough hardships without the burden of extra taxes. By
keeping the budget tax-free, the provineial government is allowing the
private scctor to breathe and families to save.
To sum it up, this budget looks like a silent revolution. It puts educa-
tion first. It promises no new taxes, [t respects the employees. But the
real test will come in June when the numbers are finalized, and later,
when the money is actually spent. We hope the Balochistan govern-
ment sticks to this plan. If they deliver on this promise, other
provinees should take notes. Because a provinee that invests in its
children's minds is a province that builds a future without crisis. The
real story of this budget lics bencath the surface. When the budget iy
presented, one of the most important figures to watch will be the "cash
carry-over." This number will reveal how much money Balochistan
actually has intact in hand. The cash carry-over figure is a test of hon-
esty. But here comes the real challenge: How 1o receive this amount
and actually utilize n?
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Focusing healthcare

For decades, Balochistan's peripheral
mgimshavehemtnp[xdinaqdeof
medical neglect, where the human right to
health remains a | reserved for
those who can afford to travel hundreds of

i At the heart of this crisis is the
profound failure of the rural healthcare
i The province features a net-
work of Basic Health Units (BHUs) meant
to serve as the first line of defense against
illmlnslmd,tlmemﬁsexdslhrgelyas
empty shells, severely deprived of medi-
dines, clean water, functional equi
and reliable electricity. When a primary
healthcare facility; lacks even the basic tools

upward, para

(DHQ hospitals. One would expect a dis-
trict—levelfadlitylo[msesslhemyudtyto
handle routine surgeries, complexillnesses,
and childbirth Yet, across Balochistan,
DHQs are routinely hollowed out by a
chronic shortage®of essential medical spe-

calists. The absence of proper surgeons,
physidians, and logists tumns these
secondary care facilities into mere transit

stations. Pregnant women facing complica-
tions, individuals requiring standard
emergency surgeries, and patients with
chronicillnesses are routinely turned away

~imply because there is no doctor qualified

to treat them. The human cost of this depri-
vation is staggering. Ordinary citizens,
already burdened by poverty, are com-
pelled to travel massive distances over poor
terrain o reach Quetta for minor health-
care needs. A j that should be a
quick trip to a local clinic becomes an
expensive, exhausting, and sometimes
fatal pilgrimage to the provincial capital.
Families are forved to sell precious assets or
incur lifelong debt just to fund trans
and private care in Quetta, all for ailments
that could and should have been treated
within their own postal codes. This cen-
tralization not only ts rural com-
munities but also overwhelms Quetta’s
medical infrastructure, creating a bottle-
neck that compromises care for

The government can no longer afford to
treat Balochistan’s henlll'mmggreﬁ:ils with
tem tand-aids. Ensuring basic
health fadilities to le in remote areas is
a constitutional obligation, not an act of
charity. The provingal leadership must
pivot toward an aggressive, localized
Pmlﬂmmshxlegy.'mis means equipping

every single BHU with fc:ur\dali:r‘t]nl?u medi-
cal sunfees and diagnostic tools, and
implementing strict accountability mecha-
nisms to ensure they remain functional
Furthermore, the chronic shortage of dox-
tors in remote districts must be tackled
through aggressive incentive structures,
Medical professionals cannot be expected
to work in isolated regions without ade-
quate housing, security, hardship allow-
ances, and career progression guarantees.
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