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Securing highways

The decision by the Balochistan Goods
Truck Owners Assodiation to halt the
transportation of chromite, marble, and
other vital minerals across the province
shows insecurily being felt by transport-
ers. When the lifeline of an economy and
its transport sector refuses to ply the high-
ways out of sheer terror, it signals a break-
down that goes far beyond a localized
labor dispute. As association president
Haji Noor Muhammad Shahwani pointed
out during a press conference at the
Quetta Press Club, this suspension was
not born out of caprice, but out of absolute
desperation. Transporters have faced a
relentless onslaught of arson, targeted
attacks, and rampant extortion on the
province’s highways. Fording operators to
bear losses running into crores of rupees,
with vehicles torched and livelihoods
destroyed, is an unsustainable burden.
While the assodation has wisely
exempted food supplies’ and general
cargo to prevent an immediate humani-
tarian crunch, the strike on mineral trans-
port strikes at the very heart of
Balochistan’s economic potential.

Balochistan’s mineral wealth is fre-
quently touted as the key to Pakistan’s
future prosperity. Yet, the reality on the
ground reveals a stark contradiction. We
cannot boast about vast reserves of chro-
miite and marble while failing to protect
the drivers and labourers who move these
resources to the market. The highways of

4 AnNae
Dated:m,ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ‘.}zo

(g oo o S

Balochistan have effectively become law-
less vorridors where armed groups and
extortionists operate with disturbing
impunity. Expecting private transporters
to navigate these routes at the peril of
their lives and capital is both unfair and
unrealistic.

The economic fallout of this suspension
will be swift and painful, radiating far
beyond the borders of Balochistan. The
mining sector feeds into national supply
chains, manufacturing, and exports. At a
time when the count?' is desperately
clawing its way toward financial stability,
shutting down the transit of primary
commodities is a self-inflicted wound.
Local labourers, mine owners, and state
revenues will all suffer, further alienating
a region that already feels economically
margi .

Safety on public highways is a funda-
mental responsibility of the state. If the
government cannot secure the arteries
that connect Balochistan’s resources to
the rest of the country, any talk of foreign
investment or regional connectivity
remains a pipe dream. The provincial
administration and security apparatus
must immediately engage with the
transporters, not with hollow promises,
but with a concrete, actionable securit
plan. Convoys must be protected, check-
posts must be made effective rather than
extractive and the networks of extortion-
ists must be dismantled. The trucks must
roll again, but they can only do so when
the state proves it can outmatch the law-
breakers.
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Strategic clarity

The addresses of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir at the Command and Staf(
College Quetta lnid out Pakistan's
stance on Lhe shilting strategic situa-
tion, national defense policy, and dip-
lomatic outlook. Both Ilm\dvm made it
clear that while Pakistan stands for
peace, it will not back down on its sov-
ereignly, security, or regional dignity.
At a time when South Asia is dealing
with uncerlainty and rising tensions,
their message matters not just at home
but also for regional balance and
global diplomacy.

Pakistan has long held that war dovs
not sort out dispules and that issues
should be talked through and settled
diplomatically. Yet history shows that
whenever Pakistan’s security has been
put to the test, its armed forces have
stepped up and responded decisively.
When the Prime Minister said that
Pakistan’s desire for peace should not
be taken for weakness, he was speak-
ing for a widely held national view. In
world politics, states that reach out for
peace are often misread by more
aggressive powers.

Despite economic strain and internal
challenges, recent events have chal-
lenged perceptions of Pakistan’s weak-
ness. While India has expanded
defense  spending and  pursued
regional military dominance, modern

power depends less on numbers and
more on strategy, precision, technol
opy, and readiness. Pakistan has nain-
Lained parity in critical areas, particu-
larly aiv capability, missile precision,
rflwr operations, intelligence, and
electronic warlare,

The Prime Minister stressed that
defense institutions have adapted to
cvolving forms of conflict. He also
highlighted diplomatic gains, noting
that sl\l[llup, global interests  have
made Pakistan's narrative more visible
internatlonally.  Crediting  Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir, he empha-
sized that credible leadership, profes.
sionalism, and institutional discipline
remain central to national defense and
public confidence despite political and
cconomic pressures. ,

That said, South Asin’s challenges po
beyond the Pakistan-India rivalry,
Afghanistan’s instability, unrest in the
Middle East, new alignments among
global powers, and the importance of
sea trade routes have made the region
more volatile. In this setting, any mis-
calculated military move could tip the
region into  crisis.  That is wh
Pakistan's push for peace is both a dip-
lomatic need and a strategic choice,

Going forward, Pakistan needs o
carry Lwo lasks through at once: kee
its defense strong and ready, while
working on economic stability, politi-
cal unity, and active diplomacy.
Military power alone does not bring
lasting security. Modern national secu-

rilY is tied up with the economy, tech-
nology, internal cohesion, and interna-
tional credibility. If Pakistan can build
u'\ its cconomy and political stability
alongside its defense posture, its role in
the region will only grow stronger.

' The bottom line is simple: Pakistan
;does not seek war, but if war is forced
on i, the response will be [irm and
decisive, This is the stance of a respon-
sible nuclear state that prefers peace
but is fully prepared to stand up for
its security, Durable peace in South
Asia will come only wi:vn power pos-
turing, agpressive nationalism and
political adventurism give way to
realism, dialogue, and mutual respect.
Pakistan's message remains that its
pursuit of peace reflects confidence,
not weakness, ‘
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