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~ Khalil Ahmed

Balochistan has long remained a
land of political uncertainty, fragile
coalitions and unfinished man-
dates, Governments in the province
have historically struggled to com-
plete their constitutional tenure,
while political - alliances often
shifted under the weight of power
politics and administrative instabil-
ity. Insuchaa political dlfmate, a clear
and public declaration by Pakistan
Peoples. Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari that Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti will complete his five-
year term carries significance far
beyond a routine political state-
ment. It reflects a message of conti-
nuity, stability and long-term gov-
ernance in a province that has suf-
fered deeply from the absence of all
three .

For months, political circles in
Islamabad ‘and Quetta had been
abuzz with speculation regarding a
so-called “two-and-a-half-year. for-
mula” between the Pakistan Peoples
Party and the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawazover the chief minjs-
tership of Balochistan. According to
these discussions, power in the
province was expected to rotate
midway through the government’s
tenure. However, Bilawal Bhulto's
recent remarks appear to have put
those rumours to rest. His assertion
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that ongoing development projects
in Balochistan would be completed
under the leadership of Sarfraz
Bugti, and that the chief minister
would complete his constitutional
term, signals political confidence

and institutional commitment from pol

the PPP leadership.

This statement is politically
important because Balochistan has
historically paid a heavy price for
instability. Frequent changes in gov-
emment, administrative reshuffles,
weak political ownership and policy
discontinuity have collectively
slowed the province’s development
trajectory. Major projects often lost
momentum halfway through imple-
mentation because successive gov-
ernments either altered priorities or
lacked the political will to continue

revious initiatives. In a province
already burdened with deprivation,
such instability further widened the
gap between promises and delivery.

A stable government, particularly
{n Balochistan, has implications that
extend well beyond politics.
Stability directly affects govern-
ance, development, security, invest-
ment and public confidence. If
Garfraz Bugti is indeed allowed to
complete a full five-year term, it
could create an environment where
policies are pursued with continuity
rather than interruption. This alone
would mark a significant departure

from the province’s political history.

Sarfraz Bugli Is widely regarded as
a politically assertive and administra-
tively active leader. His polilk?l
carces, espedally his experience in
security-related matters and federal
itics, has given him a reputation
for taking dear positions on govern-
ance and law-and-order issues.
Supporters believe that his leadership
stylemay help createstronger admin-
istrative coordination in a province

' where bureaucratic inefficiency and

institutional fragmentation have long
hampered governance.

The most immediate impact of
political continuity could be seen in
the development sector. Balochistan
is currently witnessing work on
multiple infrastructure and welfare
projects, incuding road networks,
urban uplift initiatives, healthcare
expansion, educational reforms and
energy-related schemes. Such pro-
jects require policy consistency and
uninterrupted administrative back-
ing. Frequent political changes often
result in delays, revised priorities or
complete abandonment of ongoing
work. A government that remains
intact for five years stands a much
greater chance of‘ensuring the com-
pletion of these initiatives.

Political continuity also strength-
ens investor confidence. Balochistan
possesses  immense  economic
potential due to its strategic geogra-
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cannot guarantee success. maintain political stability while

phy, mineral wealth, coastline and
unlapped natural resources. Yet
Investors  have  traditfonally
approached the province with cau-
tion because of political uncertaint
and sccurily concerns. A stable
political setup can gradually change
this perception. Long-term govern-
ance signals predictabllity, and pre-
dictability is essential for invest-
menl. If the provincial government
succeeds in maintaining adminis-
tratlve order and policy consistency,
sectors such as mining, fisherles,
agriculture, lourism and trade could
begin altracting more scrious
domestic and foreign investment.

Another critical dimension is
security. Balochistan has endured
decades of unrest, militancy and
separatist violence, all of which
have severely affected economic
and social development. Sarfraz
Bugti’s background in security
affairs positions him differently
from many previous chief minis-
ters, If his government continues
with consistency and institutional
backing, there may be greater conti-
nulity in security policies and coun-
terterrorism coordination.
Improved  security conditions
would not only strengthen the
state’s writ but also restore public
confidence in governance struc-
tures.

However, political stability alone

Completing a constitutional term Is
meaningful only If it translates into
tangible improvement in the lives of
ordinary cilizens. Balochistan con-
linues to face deep-rooted chal-
lenges, induding unemployment,
poverly, water scarcity, educational
backwardness and  inadequate
healthcare facilities, The people of
the province have heard promises
for decades; what they seck now are
visible resulls. Roads, schools, hospi-
tals, employment opportunities and
access Lo basic services remain the
true benchmarks by which any gov-
ernment will ultimately be judged.
Bilawal Bhutlo’s statement also
carrles significance for coalition pol-
itics at the federal level. In Pakistan's
political culture, coalition arrange-
ments are often viewed with suspi-
clon and uncertainty. Public disa-
greements between allies frequently
create instability in provincial gov-
ernments. Against this backdrop,
the PPP chairman’s open endorse-
ment of Sarfraz Bugli’s continuation
sends a message of trust and politi-
cal maturity. It suggests that, at least
for now, the federal leadership sees

“'stability in Balochistan as more

important than short-term political
bargaining.

The coming years may therefore
prove decisive for the province. If
the current government manages to

simultancously Improving govern-
ance and accelerating development,
it could alter public perception of
provindial politics altogether. For
the first time in many years,
Balochistan may witness the emer-
gence of a government remembered
not merely for surviving political
turbulence, but for delivering conti-
nuity and administrative direction.
Balochistan today stands at a cru-
cial crossroads between uncertainty
and opportunity. On one side lies
the familiar history of political
instability and institutional fragil-
ity; on the other stands the possibil-
ity of continuity, governance and
gradual transformation. Bilawal
Bhutto’s remarks have undoubtedly
strengthened the perception that
the province may finally be moving
towards a more stable political era.
If these commitments are hon-
oured, if development projects are
completed under a consistent
administration, and if governance
begins translating into real public
relief, then Sarfraz Bugti’s tenure
could become more than just
another chapter in provindial poli-
tics. It could mark the beginning of a
new political culture in Balochistan
— one where governments are not
formed merely to survive, but to
govern, deliver and complete the
promises made to the people.
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Escalating inflation

The escalating, cost-of-living crisis grip-
ping the nation has pushed millions of
households to the absolute brink. Across
Pakistan, the cost of survival has reached
extortionate heights, but it is in the periph-
eral regions, most notably Balochistan,
where the situation is more serious.
Already marginalized by long-standing
systemic economic disparities, infrastruc-
ture deficits, and fragsir:lsjupply lines, the
people of Balochistan are enduring the
sharpest edge of this crisis. Basic food
commodities, medicines, and utility costs
have spiked past the point of affordability.
For a province already battling profound
socio-economic  vulnerabilities,  this
hyper-inflationary surge does not just rep-
resent a finandal burden it is a direct
threat tobasic human survival

The immediate catalyst for this current
wave of economic misery can be traced
directly to the global energy shock left in
the aftermath of the military confronta-
tion in the Middle East. Following the
external strikes on Iran, international oil
markets fractured, prompting the domes-
tic government to pass the burden entirely
down to its citizens through massive,
unprecedented hikes in fuel prices. The
price of transporting everyday goods
from farms and ports to urban centers
soared overnight, causing a devastating
domino effect. From fresh vegetables to
life-saving medicines, everything has
been rendered artificially = expensive.

While the global geopolitical trigger was
admittedly beyond Islamzbad’s control,
the manner in whichthe state has handled
the domestic fallout reflects a profound
failure of fiscal management.

Instead of erecting; robust safety nets to
cushion the populace from this external
energy shock, the government’s response
has been defined by a shocking, display of
inertia. Official circles appear thoroughly
content with offering rhetorical sympath;
while doing, virtually nothing to provi
tangible relief on the ground.

The most tragic victims of this ongoing,
policy failure are the middle class an
lower-middleclass segments of socicty.
Historically considered the stabilizing
backbone of the nation’s economy, these
households now find themselves com-
pletely abandoned by the state. They do
not qualify for meager government wel-
fare handouts, yet their stagnant salaries
and depreciating incomes are wholly
fnadequate to meet the sky-rocketing cost
of living. Families are routinely forced
into heartbreaking choices pulling chil-
dren out of schools, skimping on medical
treatments, and cutting down on basic
meals just to keep the electricity running,
By failing to shield these segments from
the catastrophic fallout of the fuel price
hikes, the government is effectively dis-
mantling the country’s middle class, driv-
ing them into systemic poverty. If the
state continues its policy of indifference,
the resulting social unrest and economic
collapse will leave a scar that no future

policy will easily heal.
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