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Thriving drug
business

A couple of years back Quetta police
backed by other law enforcement agen-
cies successfully had taken action
against drug peddlers in main Quelta
cily in which eight suspected drug
smugglers and peddlers were killed.
Police had also recovered arms and
ammunition from them. It is very unfor-
tunate that despile tlight action against
drug peddlers the business of drugs is
not going to be controlled while the
business of narcotics in Balochistan in
general and in its capital Quella in par-
ticular is thriving fast.

There drug peddlers had set up their
dens in main city nullah which is just a
few dozen yards away from the red
zone area of Quetta and cantt. Owing to
the thriving business of drugs, the num-
ber of addicts have increased manifold.
The adductors could be seen on all main
roads and footpaths of the city. Reports
suggest that approximately 18 percent
of Balochistan is indulged in different
narcotics which is in fact a serious issue
for the province whose half of the popu-
lation is already living below the pov-
erty line. The drug addicts are laying on
footpaths of main Jinnah Road in day-
light while other densely populated
areas like Sariab, Ghousabad, Karotabad
are considered main areas where drugs
business is thriving and the authoritics

P r)('.r)’r

concerned are unable to take action
against them. In some areas druy, deal-
ers are so powerful that they don't hesi-
tate to deprive people of their hves,
Balochistan shares a border with
Afphanistan and Iran is more vulnera-
ble to drugs as the border route of
Balochistan is notorious for narcotics
smuggling, Drug peddlers smuggle
drugs from Afghanistan to different
parts of the world passing through
Balochistan border. The drug, peddlers
enjoyed a strong back in cilies due to
which their nelwork is strong and
breaking their network seems to be a
difficult task for law enforcement agen-
cies. Keeping in view the destruction of
drugs being faced by our society the
authorities concerned should take stern
action against this vicious business and
destroy all drug dens across the prov-
ince.

The government must further expe-
dite its efforts against drug peddlers
and make their network dysfunctional
from the province. The government
should take concrete steps to address
mounting unemployment, lack of
opportunities of earning livelihood,
and above all show not mercy for those

who are involved in this heinous trade. _

Moreover, the government and NGOs
ought to take steps for the rehabilitation
of drug addicts so that they could be
treated and brought back to their nor-
mal life. The authorities concerned
show no mercy towards eclements
involved in this evil business.
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