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CM says health and education reforms
mark turning point for Balochistan

B ur Re

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Friday said the day marked not
only the inauguration of several development
projects but also a major step towards changing
the destiny of the people of Balochistan.

Addressing the inauguration ceremony of
completed projects of the Balochistan Health
Department at the Chief Minister Secretariat in
Quetta, Bugti said that in the past, the people of
the province could hardly imagine having quali-
ty healthcare facilities available at their doorstep.
However, he said, projects such as a modemn
trauma centre, the People's Air Ambulance, and
the Benazir Ambulance Service have now
become a reality.

He said these initiatives were a practical
demonstration of the vision and leadership of
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
provincial ministers, members of the provincial
assembly, and party officials were also present at
the event.

The chief minister said the provincial govern-
ment was implementing revolutionary measures
in the education and health sectors and that effec-
tive steps were continuously being taken in line
with Bilawal Bhutto's vision to ensure the provi-
sion of basic facilities to the underprivileged.

He said 99 previously closed schools had been

rter

made functional in the province, while more than
13,000 teachers had been appointed purely on
merit.

Bugti said rchabilitation efforts were under-
way in flood-affected areas, particularly in
Nasecrabad Division, adding that the construc-
tion of over 8,000 houses had been completed so
far.

He noted that although the housing project
was being carried out under the federal govern-
ment, the provincial government was only pro-
viding support. He said the role the provincial
government wished to play was- not fully
ensured, which was why the project could not be
completed at the pace desired. However, he
assured that efforts would be made to accelerate
implementation so that affected families could
achieve full rehabilitation at the earliest.

The chief minister said Bilawal Bhutto's
vision focused on empowering women and
granting them ownership rights of houses, and
further measures were being taken to achieve
this goal.

Bugti said the People's Bus Service had been
launched in Balochistan, and after Quetta, the
facility had also been extended to Turbat. He said
the government was determined to expand the
service to all major cities of the province to
ensure safe, modern and quality transport facili-
ties for the public.  Continued on page 7

uetta

set three key priorities for
Balochistan: provision of
quality  healthcare for
deserving people, improved
educational opportunities
for youth, and rehabilitation
of flood victims along with
granting home ownership
rights to working women in
the province.

Bugti said the first two
priorities had been imple-
mented swiftly, while the
third faced delays due to s
linkage with a federal proj-
cct. The chief minister
thanked PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari for
his continued guidance and
suppont, and reaffirmed that

| the provincial government

would continue people-
friendly initiatives in line
with the party chairman's
vision.

He said the situation in

Balochistan was different
from other provinces, but
the opposition had played
its role in accordance with
democratic traditions. He
added that whenever broad-
er provincial interests were
involved, the government
adopted a policy of taking
the opposition along, and
opposition parties also fully
supported the government
on matters of public wel-
fare.

On the occasion, Bugh
announced that the modem
trauma centre 1N Quelta
would be named after
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto,

He said that on the very
first day of assuming office,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan had
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