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Bugti hails
Pakistan’s
resolve on
Marka-e-Haq
Stafl Report

QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz

Regd No. B.C.o \Ol XLV No 1453 QUETTA Sunday May 10, 2026 / Dhu‘l-Qi‘dah v 8 1447

ership of Field Marshal Syed
Asim  Munir, our  forces
crushed the enemy's designs

| and proved Pakistan’s resil-

ience,” Bugti added.

The  Chief  Minister
emphasized that the people
of Balochistan celebrate this
day as a Day of Pride, reaf-
firming their commitment to
the nation's security, stabil-
ity, and so\crcignly He
hlghhghtcd the provmcel
g role in defend-

Bugti in a special

issued on the first anniver-
sary of
describing it as a historic
| day when Pakistan demon-
strated its strength, dignity,
and unwavering resolve to
the world,

Sarfraz Bugti paid tribute
1o the Armed Forces of
Pakistan, . the country's
political leadership, and
especially  Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, whose
courageous command, he
said, thwarted the malicious
ambitions of an arrogant
enemy.

“Under the fearless lead-

Marka-2-Haq, |

ing - the homclnnd pledging
that Balochistan's people
will continue to stand at the
forefront of national defense.
Sarfraz  Bugti  further
declared  that  Pakistan's
armed forces and its people
remain united as a “wall of
steel” against any hostile
intent, He stressed that the
day symbolizes a renewal of
the pledge to uphold loyalty,
patriotism, and national
unity without compromise.
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Surplus Budget ! People
waiting for Change

The government of Balochistan is getting ready to present its third
annual budget. The province is looking at a surplus of more than Rs
1,000 billion. On the surface, this sounds like great news. A surplus
means the government has more money than it needs to spend. It
sounds like a sign of good health. But we must stop and ask: if
there is so much extra money, why do so many people in
Balochistan still lack basic roads, clean water, and schools? Finance
Minister Shoaib Noshirwani has raised a very important point. He
says the province wants to increase salaries for government employ-
ees. But that decision will only be made after seeing the actual rev-
enue that comes from the federal government. In simple words,
Balochistan is waiting for its fair share from the center. This brings
us to the heart of the issue: the NFC Award. The NFC Award
decides how money from the federation is divided among all the
provinces. Right now, the main factor for dividing money is popula-
tion. But Balochistan is making a strong and fair demand. They
want "area" to be given equal importance. Why is this important?
Balochistan is the largest province of Pakistan by land. It has a huge
area, with long distances between towns and mountains. Building a
single mile of road in Balochistan costs much more than building it
on the plains of Punjab. Providing health and education services to
scattered villages is harder and more expensive. The population is
small, but the need for resources is very high because of the geogra-
phy.

Last year, the Balochistan government presented a surplus budget
of over Rs 1,028 billion. In that budget, only Rs 249.50 billion was
set aside for development projects. More than Rs 600 billion went |
to non-development expenses, like salaries and running costs. This i
pattern shows that most of the money is simply keeping the system
running, not building new futures. When the committee meetings
for the 11th NFC Award are held, the federal government must lis-
ten to Balochistan's logic. A pure population-based formula punish-
es a large but less populated province. It ignores the fact that a !
province with a vast area needs more roads, more security posts, |
and more infrastructure to connect its people, |
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