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 Bugti meets JUI leader, says misunderstandings spread over seminaries

Visits Ghulam Qadir Memorial Hospital, reviews ongoing development projects

Staff Report

Ulema-c-islam’s provincial
chief, Maulasa Abdul Wasey,
where they held a detailed dis-
cussion regarding the registra-
tion of religious seminaries and
matters of mutual interest.
Provincial ministers and mem-
bers of the assembly were also

present. Speaking at the meet-
mg.ChfommaBugnald.

“Misundersiandings had been partoers

spaead regarding action against
and tbe sealing of religious sem-
inaries, whereas the government
never had such aoy intention,
nor does 1t now. Religious semi-
| mparies are a0 important part of
socicty, and the government will

costizue every possible cooper-
atien for their development and

improvement™ Mir  Sarfraz
Bugti stated, “Parliament has
already passed the Madans
Registration Act, and it pow has
to be presented in the
Balochistan Assembly as well.
Detailed discussions have taken

place with the leadership of -

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam in this
regard, and Maulana  Abdul
Wasey has also presented his
demands and suggestions.™ The
Chief Minister said, “Coalition
from the Pakistan
People’s Party and the Muslim
League have requested ten days'
time from Maulana Abdul
Wasey so they can take their
party leadership into confi-
dence, because fundamentally
this legislation relates to the fed-

eration and now has to come |

before the provincial assembly.™
He expressed hope that steps
would be taken for consensus-
based  legislation in  the
Balochistan Assembly. X

Moreover, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti paid a one-day
visit to Baiker in Upper Dera
Bugh where he revienwed public
issues, ongping de\'elopmem pro-
Jects, and the provision of bls:c
facilities.

Former ° Prime Mnmsm
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar and for-
mer provincial minister Khalid ©
Ltngo aceompamed him during
the visit, :

As part of his tour, the Chiel
Minister inspected the Mir
Ghulam Qadir Bugti Memorial.
Hospital, visiting various depart-
ments, wards, and medical facili-

ties. He mqmred about the ser-
vices  being  provided
received a detailed briefing trom
the

regarding  available -d;
facilities, supply fof
equipment, workf
lenges faced by the i

and

hospital  administeation

—
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Electrifying Green & Pink
Buses: A Smart Change !

The Balochistan government recently made a very good announce-
ment. They have decided to convert all green and pink buses into
electric buses. The main reason is simple: to save money on fuel.
Petrol and diesel are very expensive. This decision is timely and
wise. It will help the government spend less on running costs. But
this good news comes with a big question. If we switch to electric
buses, we need a lot of electricity. Where will this electricity come
from? Balochistan already faces power shortages. Adding more pres-
sure on the national grid is not a smart idea. The best answer is solar
power. Balochistan has plenty of open land and strong sunlight most
of the year. Solar panels can produce clean energy for free after the
initial setup. It makes perfect sense to build solar charging stations
for these electric buses. !

Yet, we must ask: will this be cheaper? The answer is both yes and
no. In the short term, solar is not cheap. Buying solar panels, batter-
ies, and chargers requires a lot of money at the start. The government
may find this difficult. But in the long term, solar is much cheaper.
Once installed, sunlight is free. There is no fuel to buy every day.
Maintenance costs are also low. Compared to diesel buses, electric
buses with solar power will save crores of rupees over five to ten
years. So, the real question is not about cost. It is about patience and
planning. For years, the fluctuating prices of petrol and diesel have
been a headache for both the government and the public. Public
transport is the lifeline of Quetta and other urban centers. When fuel
prices go up, fares follow, hitting the common man the hardest. By
switching to electric vehicles (EVs), the government is cffectively
cutting its ties to the volatile global oil market. Electric buses are
cheaper to maintain, quieter, and most importantly they don't emit the
thick black smoke that often plagues our city streets. It 1s a win for
the environment and a win for the provincial budget.

To make this work, the government needs to think small to win big.
We should start with "Solar Charging Hubs" at the main bus termi-
nals. These hubs can serve a dual purpose. They can charge the
Green and Pink buses during their off-hours, and any "extra" electric-
ity generated during the day can be used to light up nearby govern-

ment buildings ar streetlights. ll s about creating a smart ecosystem, g
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