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CM hails Marka-e-Haq as
symbol of national unity

Meets Maulana Fazur Rehman to discuss Balochistan peace

Staff Repart

ISLAMABAD:  Chicf Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday has described “Marka-c-
Haq" as a golden chapter in Pakistan's
history, symbolizing national resolve,
unity and sacrifice for gencrations to
comeJn a message shared on social
media platform X, Sarfraz Bugti said
the operation was not merely a mili-
tary success butashining testament to
Pakistan's determination and refusal
o compromise on sovereignty and
defense. He praised the armed forces
for responding decisively to oggres-
sion with professionalism, d:scnplme
and cournge, making the country's
defensc impregnable, Sarfraz Bugti
cmphasized that the victory was not

" confined to the batuefickl but repre-

sented the tnumph of a pation that
stands united in times of trial. He
noted that Pakistan's true strength
was lying in'its uaity, stroog institu-
tions and the people’s unwavering
trust in their defenders. From the
northern areas to the coastal belt, he
said, the entire pation stood shoulder
10 shoulder in defeating hostile
designs.The chie{ minister lauded
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif°s leadership, describing it as
wise, balanced and effective in

ensuring harmony among state insti-
tutions. Sarfraz Bugti reiterated that
Pakistan desired peace, but only on
the pnncvplcs of dxgmly. equality and

Chief s

Maulana Fazlur Rehman at his resi-

dence in Islamabad, where they held

on mponml medmg Dunng lhc
g, @ particip

“There was a detailed d:smmon on

the overall political situation in

Balochistan, law and order, and

recent developments.” Both leaders
also di d the establish of
peace and stability i in lhc province,
the p ion of p | harmony,

Balochistan will continuc its contacts
with all political and religious parties
1o promote sustainable peace, toler-
ance, and a politics of dialogue in the
province.”

He added, *Political harmony and
cooperation are essential in the interest
of the people of Balochistan” A joint
statement issucd after the meeting con-
firmed, “It was also agreed during the
ing that this series of contacts will

and various public and sdministrative
matters. On this occasron. an insider

and revealed, “Some issues that have

reccmly arisen rega:d:ng n:hglous
inaries were also d d, and

continue in the future so that any
emerging issue can be resohved in a
timely and amicable manner.” Officials
further noted that the Chief Minister of
Balochistan will also meet the provin-

it was agreed that all matters would
be resolved through mutual under-

Mnmstcr er Sarfraz Dugti met with
Jamiat Ulema-c-Islam (F) chiel

ding and ful dialogue.”
Chiel ans!« Mir Sarfnz Bugu
stated,  “Tbe Govermment of

cial leadership of Jamist Ulema-e-
Islam in Quetta. On this occasion, those
present included Maulana  Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri, Maulana Salabuddin
Ayubi, and Maulana Asad Mahmood.

E—— _ —meepm—
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3 policy approach that views women's
Fodcusmg women issues as secondalr)i; to traditional devel-
opment metrics like roads or bridges.

evelop ment Howe;f‘er,‘ l:lec development is impossible

x . when half the population is sidelined. The

l'veeTrll\: m:ﬁmﬁlzpm l""g government must move beyond symbolic
B party et 5ol Fe‘““" gestures and implement “sensible steps’

policy document like a mandatory foot-
note. Yet, there remains a staggering dis-
connect between these “tall claims” and
the lived reality of women across the coun-

try. While urban centers see marginal pro-

! gress, the plight of women in the periphery

most notably in Balochistan remains a tes-
tament to institutional neglect. It is no
Jonger enough to pay lip service to empow-
gxfmmt whileullsﬁuﬂamml structures

patriarchy and poverty continue to bar
women from the public sphere. In the
remote reaches of Balochistan, the chal-
lenges are not just systemic; they are exis-
tential ‘Women in these areas navigate a
landscape where the right to educationis a
luxury rather than a guarantee, and where
most basic pursuit of self-improvement a
hazardous endeavor.

The provincial government’s failure to
prioritize women's development is most
visible in the abysmal state of educational
facilities and the sheer lack of professional
avenues. When schools are non-existent or
inaccessible, and when cultural barriers are
reinforced by a lack of state-provided secu-
rity and transport, the cycle of d
is never broken. This is a direct result of a

that focus on the structural integration of
women into the economy. This requires a
two-pronged strategy: first, a massive
overhaul of the female education system
in rural Balochistan, and second, a robust
framework for job security that protects
women from exploitation in both the pub-
lic and private sectors. Furthermore, the
untapped potential of women in the
realm of entrepreneurship represents a
massive lost opportunity for the provin-
cial GDP. Balochistan is home to women
withimmense talent and traditional skills
that, if backed by micro-finance schemes
and market access, could transform the
local economy. By fostering an environ-
ment where female-led enterprises can
thrive, the government would not only be
fulfilling a moral obligation but also an
economic one. It is time for the Provincial
government to realize that the “develop-
ment of women” is not a charity project it
is a prerequisite for a stable and prosper-
ous Balochistan. The time for hollow slo-
gans has passed; what is needed now is a
concrete commitment to ensuring that
every woman, from Quetta to the remot-
est village in Makran, has the opportu-
nity to exhibit her talent and secure her
own future.
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