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1446 QUETTA Sunday May 03, 2026 / Dhu‘l-Qi‘dah 15, 1447

Free and responsible
journalism
foundation of
democracy, says Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has said, “Free,
responsible, and well-informed journalism is the foundation of
any democratic society. Journalists are the eyes and ears of
socicty, playing a key role in delivering facts to the public and
ensuring transparency in state and social affairs.”

In his message on the occasion of World Press Freedom
Day, he stated, “Journalists in Balochistan are performing
their professional duties under very difficult and challenging
circumstances. During the course of fulfilling their profes-
sional responsibilitics, more than forty journalists in
Balochistan have sacrificed their lives. Their sacrifices are
unforgetiable, and the government pays tribute to them.” The
Chicf Minister added, “The Government of Balochistan is
taking practical steps to resolve the issues faced by journalists.
The seed money for the Journalist Welfare Endowment Fund
has been increased so that journalists and their families can be
supported in difficult times. Along with this, the systems for
health insurance, financial assistance, and emergency aid for
journalists are being made more effective.”

He further announced, “The first Journalist Housing
Scheme for working journalists in Balochistan has already
been approved, and progress on it is ongoing. The government
is determined to complete this project soon so that journalists
can have access to dignified housing.” Mir Sarfraz Bugli also
said, “The government will provide every possible support for
the functioning of the Media Academy established in Quetta
50 that training, research, and professional skills aligned with

requirements can be promoted.” He noted, “Keeping
Pace with new technology and digital trends in the field of
Journalism is the need of the time.

Balochistan's first Digital Media Policy has already been
3pproved, under which digital platforms will be promoted in
an organized manner, and credible and active newspapers in
the market will also benefit' from it.” The Chief Minister reaf-
firmed, “The usefulness and identity of print, electronic, and
social media will each remain intact in their own place, and
the employment of people associated with any sector will not
be allowed to suffern He stressed, “Mutual cooperation
between the media and the government is essential for promot-
ing responsible journalism, national interest, social harmony,
and a positive narrative™ He concluded, “The Government of
Balochistan, while uphbolding the principles of press freedom,
will continue to take every possible measure to ensure the pro-
tection, welfare, and professional freedom of journalists, so
that the foundation of a strong, balanced, and developed soci-
ety can be laid.” :
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escalation remains high, with conse-
quences extending far beyond the
Middle East into global economic
stability.

Bridging
development gap

The Balochistan province covers an
area of 347190 sqkms, equivalent to
43.6% of the total g hical area of
Pakistan with 149 million population.
Most of the population of Balochistan is
scattered. The consequence of the
extremely low population density in the
province is that the costs of provision of
basic services are relatively high. The
UNDP National Human Development
Report of 2020 has estimated the Human
Development Index (HDI) of the four
provinces for 2018-19. The overall value of
the HDI of Pakistan is 0.570. The corre-
sponding magnitude of Balochistan is
0473. This places the province at a low
level of human devel t. The differ-
ence is the largest
ponent of the HDL It is 0.500 for Pakistan
and only 0.332 in the case of Balochistan.

The gap is relatively less in the health
component. The gap in the literacy rate is
very large. It is 60.7% in Pakistan and
only 42% in Balochistan. And the gross
primary enrolment rate is 855% in
Pakistan and 581% in Balochistan. The
percentage of out-of-school children in
Pakistan is 35.5% and as high as 58% in
Balochistan. There are other key indica-

in the education com-'

23 IDDIRI, CEmyiIm
g_m._r:*“ph%p oeRrRViue

tors also of the development fap.

The population of youth in the prov-
ince was 2.8 million in 2023. The labour
force of youth, aged 15 to 24 years, was 2.2
million. This implied a labour force par-
ticipation rate I'(I)-F’over 78%. However, the
Census reports an extraordinarily high
rate of unemployment among the youth
in Balochistan. It is estimated at over 37%.
As such over 0.6 million youth are unem-
ployed. Overall, the number of ‘idle
youth’ in Balochistan, who are in the
labour force but unemployed and those
who are not in the labor force and not
undergoing education, is 1.5 million. This
is an extremely high share of 53.6% of the
total youth population in the provinces.
The extreme backwardness of
Balochistan requires that the federal
PSDP should give priority to infrastruc-
ture projects in the province, espedially
to highways and irrigation.

Experts believe a well-defined ten-year
tax holiday needs to be given for private
investment in Balochistan. This should
contribute to more effective exploitation,
in particular, of the substantial mineral
resources in the Province. The Benazir
Income Support Programme should
expand the coverage of quarterly support
to families in Balochistan, given the very
high incidence of poverty. Also, there isa
need to Profnote produchve absorptlon
of youth by the offering of an employ-
ment guarantee scheme. The federal gov-
ernment must play a productive role in
reducing the development gap in
Balochistan.
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Why shut down ? A sad answer

+Chinese company named Hangeng Trade Company, operating in
Pakistan's Gwadar Free Zone, decided to shut down. They closed their
factory and fired all their workers. This is not a small event. Gwadar is a
very important place. It is a flagship project of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). If a Chinese investor leaves Gwadar, other
investors will get scared. The company gave very clear reasons for leav-
ing. They said non-market factors and administrative obstacles made it
impossible to work. In very simple words, this means they could not get
the approvals they needed? The factory was actually very good. It met
international food safety standards and even passed strict China Customs
inspections. But despite being ready for exports, the company kept failing
to get the necessary paperwork from local authorities. According to the
information shared for three months, the company tried to be patient.
They cooperated at every level.

But during that time, they kept losing money. They had to pay salaries,
electricity bills, and penalties for delayed containers. Eventually, the loss-
es became too heavy to bear. Before closing, the company cleared all its
dues. They paid all local bills and gave their workers three months of
salary. They left respectfully, but sadly. This shutdown is a very bad sig-
nal. The country needs foreign investment. It needs jobs. When a Chinese
company in a CPEC zone shuts down, the world watches. Other compa-
nies will now think twice before coming to Pakistan. The company itself
wamed future investors. It said they should "carefully assess uncertain-
ties" before putting money in Gwadar. That is a polite way of saying the
business environment is not friendly. Pakistan has taken notice. Federal
Minister Ahsan Igbal has reportedly taken steps to look into the matter.
But the damage may already be done. Promises are not enough.
Companies want a clear and workable policy environment.

This shutdown also comes at'a’very bad time. The Prime Minister is
expected to*visit China soon for an investment forum. This news will
make that trip harder. Why would new investors come if old ones are
leaving? The lesson is simple. We cannot just build ports and free zones.
It must also build a system that works. Approvals must come on time.
Policies must be stable. If a company meets all international standards, it
should get its export papers. We must be honest. Good intentions do not
pay bills. The Chinese company did not leave because of just one prob-
Jem. They left because of many small problems that piled up. If adminis-
trative obstacles do not fix these, more companies will follow Hangeng
out the door. And then, the dream of Gwadar as a trade hub will remain
just a dream. It is time to act. Not with statements, but with real, fast solu-
tions. Question is what to do now? This is not the time for speeches. This
is the time for action. Fix the approval system. Create one single window
for export approvals. No more waiting.
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