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also highlight Dalochistan's
social issues and positive
developments. He eriticized
media houses for closing
burenu offices and laying
off stafl, calling such
actions  violations  of
PEMRA agreements,
Highlighting the chal.
lenges of the digital era,
Dugti underscored that ver|-
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Bugti
highlights
. responsible
journalism on

World Press
Freedom Day

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicl Minister
Mir Sarfraz Dugti hps
emphasized that responsible
Journalism was the corner-
stone of true press freedom.
In bis message on the occa-
sion of World Press Freedom
Day on Sunday, he pralsed
the resilience of
Dalochistan's  journalists

who continue to perform’

their duties under difficult
circumstances.

Sarfraz Dugti announced
that the provincial govern-
ment is introducing its first-
ever social media policy to
counler negative propa-
ganda. He stressed that con-
structive criticism s always
welcomed oy an efTective
tool for government reform,

The chief minister urged

national media outlets not to |

restrict their coverage to
crime-related stories but to

fying news was an essential
cthical responsibility of,
journalists, He paid tribute
10 journalists who sacri-
ficed their lives in pursuit
of teuth, declaring them the
pride of the state and assur-
ing that their sacrifices will
not be forgotten.

CM Sarfraz Bugti further
dirccted all private TV
channels 10 activate their
burcau olTices n
BDalochistan, promising full
secunty support from the
government. He added that
press freedom and truth-
based reporting arc indis-
pensable for stability of the
couniry,
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Power crisis

The persistent crisis of eloctricity
load-shedding in Quetta and across the
broader landscape of Balochistan has
transcended a mere seasonal inconven-
lence, evolving into a systemic fallure
that paralyzes the daily lives of mil-
liona. A the mercury rises, the province
finds itself plunged into darkness for
hours unvml, wllﬁ\ unannounced power
oulages becoming the new, grim reality.
This is not just a story of flickering,
lights; it 18 a profound disruption of
human dignity and economic survival
in a region that already feels the weight
of historical mnrp,lnn{lvnllon. For the
residents of Quetta, the provincial capi-
tal, and the far-Mung districts, the heat is
no longer just a climatic challenge but a
relentless adversary compounded by a
d r_{ power grid.

he human cost of this energy deficit
Is stoggering. Students, the supposed
future of the provinee, are left to strug-
gle with their books under the dim glow
of lanterns or in the stifling heat of
classrooms, their academic ambitions
stifled by an inability to concentrate or
access digital learning tools. Hospitals,
which should be sanctuaries of healing,
are forced to operate under precarious
conditions, where life-saving equip-
ment and the cold chain for essential
medicimes are constantly threatened by
the unpredictability of the current.
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Meanwhile, the heartbeat of the local
cconomy s slowing to a crawl. For a
shopkeeper or a small-scale manufac-
turer, every hour of load-shedding rep-
resents a direct loss of livelihood, push-
ing families further into finanglal insta-
bility,

There is a bitter irony in the fact that
Balochistan, a province synonymous
with vast natural resources  and
immense energy potential, remains the
most neglected tier of the national
power hicrarchy. The tense of aliena-
tion among its residents is  not
unfounded; il is fueled by the stark con-
trast between the wealth extracted from
their soil and the poverty of the infra-
structure provided in return. This per-
sistent crisis Is n loud indictment of poor
management, aging transmission lines,
and a lack of political will to prioritize
the provincial periphery.

Addressing this chronic energy pov-
erty requires more than just temporary
relief or verbal assurances [rom the
authorities. It demands a fundamental
shift toward transparent policies and a
fair distribution of the national encrgy
quota, Immedinte measures must be
taken to upgrade the fragile provincial
grid and eliminate the practice of unan-
nounced outages that leave cilizens
unable to plan their lives. A stable
power supply is not a luxury; it is the
undamentalinfrastructure upon which
the health, education, and prosperity of
Balochistan must be built. -

Joo

WA U’."-‘) .\>

Page NU’Z’ 3


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

