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Increasing
universities’ budget

The higher education sector in
Balochistan has long been a landscape
defined by paradox a region where the
hunger for intellectual growth is fre-
quently stifled by the harsh realities of fis-
«al neglect For years, the province’s pre-
mier acaderpic institutions have teetered
on the brink of total insolvency, a crisis
most visibly manifested in the recurring
protests of faculty and staff who have fre-
quently gone months without salaries.
These distuptions did more than just
silence lecture halls they eroded the very
foundation of sodal mobility in a prov-
ince that already lags significantly behind
its peers in national education indices.
However, recent developments signaled
by Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
suggest a pivotal, albeit nascent, shift in
the provincial government’s approach
toward its struggling universities.

The announcement of a substantial
budgetary increase from R&2 5 billion toa
robust RsS billion represents more than
just a numerical adjustment; it is a vital
lifeline for an embattled sector. During
the inauguration of the High Voltage
Engineering Laboratory and the Fadlities
Strengthening Centre at BUITEMS, the
Governor framed this intervention as a
trumph of vision and institutional
reform. Indeed, the move to nearly triple

SERVICE

‘. {
’ ~ 2l "
Y LAANS, - ded (_AA) &
L T fl . P

— - ¥

the financial allocation is a necessary
admission that quality education cannot
be sustained on a shoestring, budget. By
prionitizing  institutional  development
and the renovation of aging infrastruc-
ture, the administration is finally address-
ing the structural decay that has hindered
research and academic excellence.

Yet, while the infusion of funds is a
commendable milestone, it must be
viewed as the beginning of a recovery
process rather than its conclusion. The
scars of past financial mismanagement
and the trauma of “salary-less” months
for academics still linger. To ensure that
this increased budget of Rs8 billion trans-
lates into a genuine leap in university
rankings and student outcomes, the pro-
vincal government must ensure that
these funds are managed with unprece-
dented transparency and merilocracy.
Prudent decisions and “meaningful
reforms” are e to champion in
speeches but difficult tosustain in the face
of bureaucratic inertia. If the goal is truly
to bridge the educational gap between
Balochistan and the rest of the country,
this financial momentum must be paired
with consistent policy support and a per-
manent resolution to the payroll crises
that have historically driven the prov-
ince’s best minds into the streets in pro-
test. The foundation for quality education
has been laid, but the structure of a resil-
ient, self-sustaining academic future in
Balochistan still requires tireless, long-
term commitment.
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