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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding development of gemslone sector on Monday.

Health Card program provides
free quality treatment to
345,000 patients:

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugli has announced that
the Balochistan Health Card
Program is ensuring free and qual-
ity medical treatment for citizens
across the province and beyond.
Sarfraz Bughi explained that
every cilizen's national identity
card serves as their health card,
making access to healthcare sim-
ple and universal. The program

bas extended its metwork to
include major public and private
hospitals oot only in Balochistan
but across Pakistan.

According to official figures,
345,000 patients bave reccived
treatment  under the program.
Services provided include 69,000
dialysis sessions, over 44,000
chemotherapy  treatments, and
more than 1,200 radiotherapy ses-
sions. For cardiac patients, 7,784
angioplastics and 575 bypass sur-

gerics bave been successfully per-
formed, while 304 pediatric heart
cases were treated free of cost.
The program has also facili-
tated 3,412 ncurosurgeries and
12,300 orthopedic surgenes, along
with 183 burn and plastic surgery
cases. In maternal and child
health, more than 55,000 cascs
have been handled, benefiting
thousands of women. This
includes 24,688 normal deliverics
and 20,344 cesarcan sections con-

CM

ducted under the health card
scheme.

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that
the provincial  government
remains  committed 1o further
improving  healthcare facilities
and expanding services. He
described  the  Health Card
Program as a major relief for the
people of Balochistan, ensuring
that advanced medical care 1s
accessible to all, regardless of
financial status.
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Addressing
drug crisis

Curbing the trade of drugs and nar-
cotics is a serious challenge globally, but
it is especially daunting for developing
countries like Pakistan. Due to its prox-
imily to Afghanistan, a country infa-

mous for opium cultivation Pakistan is_

uniquely vulnerable. This is particu-
larly true for Balochistan, which shares
a long, porous border with both
Afghanistan and Iran. Because the drug
trade in these border areas often goes
unchecked, smugglers transport large
quantities of narcotics into the province
with ease. Consequently, the provincial
capital, Quetla, has become a hub for
drug dens and dealers whose opera-
tions are destroying lives and pushing
the province toward social devastation.

The number of drug addictsis increas-
ing throughout the province. In Quetta,
addicts can be seen on every nook and
corner; alarmingly, a significant portion
of the youth has fallen victim to addic-
tion. The situation in the Makran divi-
sion is even more complex, with addic-
tion rates climbing rapidly. Regrettably,
the authorities have remained silent on
this grave issue. The prevalence of nar-
cotics has become so severe that women
in Makran have been compelled to hold
mass rallies to protest this malicious
business. Reports suggest that approxi-

TR B /
‘)glvwl Lo N

malely 18 percent of Balochistan's popu-
lation uses drugs a staggering figure for
a province where hall the population
already lives below the poverty line.

Even in Quelta, the drug business is
in full swing, with subslances casily
available across the city. Addicts can be
seen lying on the footpaths of main
Jinnah Road in broad daylight, while
densely populated areas like Sariab,
Ghousabad, and Karotabad have
become thriving markels for dealers. In
some neighborhoods, these dealers are
so powerf{ul (hat they do not hesitate to
kill those who dare to speak out against
them.

Since Balochistan serves as a transil
route for smuggling drugs from
Alghanistan to the rest of the world, it
remains the front line of this crisis.
Given the grim reality facing our soci-
ety, the authorities must lake stern
action to dismantle drug dens across
the province. The government must
move beyond securily measures lo
address the root causes: mounting
unemployment and a lack of economic
opportunities. There should be no
mercy for those involved in this heinous
trade. Furthermore, the government
and NGOs must priorilize the rehabili-
tation of addicts to help them reinte-
grale inlo society. Stricter enforcement
at the borders and a relentless crack-
down on urban drug hubs are the only
ways to reclaim Balochistan'’s future.
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