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histan Times

© balochistantimespk () @balochistantimes pk () ETimes_pk

VOL_""LV No. 1435 QUETTA Wednesday April 22, 2026 / Dhu'l-Qi‘dah 04, 1447

Rs: 3

QUETTA: Chlel Mmlmr Mir Sarhnz augtl addressing Educaticn department ceremony o mark completicn of largets cf schcel

admission campaign 2026.

State Defense Conference pledges
uncomprom1smg action for

Balochistan’s peace and progress

Bugti for protection of natural environment shared r&sponsiblhty of all of us

Staff Report

QUETTA: “This forum bas
emerged s a strong acd sctive plat-
form for establishing Law and order

m“dednnl&xfbﬁnmd
Balochistas, My Sarfraz Bugo, as
be chaired the 22nd meeting of the
State Defcose Comferssce  utled
*Hardesung of the Staze™ beld 13
The mecting reviened @ detal
the establishment of law azd order @

the province, e strengtbening of
the wnt of e statz, and the 1ople-
mentatioa of d&velopment projecth
The scsson was aztended by Corps
Commander Balochistan [rcutenant
‘General Rabat Naseem Ahmed
Kban, Provisaal latenor Minmseer
Mir Zia Lasgove, and sezror avil

and military clfcials.

Afghan refugees was discussed m
detail, azd while reviewing the
cogowng measares a tus regasd, it
was directed that the digmified asd
crgagized returm of refugees be
casured at all costs. “Delrvermg
(he benefits of development 1o the

state.” the Chuef Mazister said, add-
ing that all imsnrunoas arz wednsg
with focus to achieve (R objes-
tive. The parucipaats of the meet-
m";u.lglc"mgm=bi¢‘&-
nbces of secunity forces, pelice,

acd the brave pecple cf Balochistan,
especially praising (he courags 1sc
bravery of martyred Lady
Censtable Malik Naz, who sacri-
ficed ber Life m the war aguast ter-
ronsm At the coeclumica of e
firmed their commutment to further
accelerate ther efforts aad coa-
timze workmg day aad mghs for a
bnght and peacsful fumurs of
Balochistaa,

Morsover, Balochntan  Chsef
Mmuster M Sarfaz co
Teesday sasd thar Eam Day remunds
us of the fact that the protecton and
survival of the satunl enviromment
s 3 shared respensibday of all of us,
for which collectrve awarmness aod
practzal measares xe mdispasa-
ble

I his message ca the occaswen of
Earth Day, be saad that Balochsstan

bodivensy
ﬁ"'!ﬂ“tﬂ'#hﬂqnhu‘
rmie m plnotmg o= consevmg |
water 3ad  profecting  satuml |
regursss '

@ CamScanner
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Ending lockdown

The global geopolitical landscape is
currently locked in a perilous stalemate
as the deadlock in negotiations between
the United States and Iran shows no sign
of casing. This diplomatic paralysis has
cascaded into a full-blown international
crisis following the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz. With approximately 20% of
the world’s petroleum and liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) supply effectively
stranded, the global economy is reeling
from what experts describe as a supply
disruption olP historic proportions. In
response to this external shock and a
burgeoning national “Ener

" Emergency,” the Government of Pakistan

has implemented a rigorous conserva-

* tion policy that effectively places the

+ country under an economic lockdown.

- Under these directives, which are being

+ strictly enforced across Balochistan, all

! shops and commercial markets must
pull down their shutters by 800 PM

sharp, while hotels and restaurants are

mandated to close by 11:00 PM. While

the government frames these measures

as an unavoidable necessity to preserve

the nation’s dwindling fuel reserves, the

reality on the ground tells a much more

distressing story for the business com-

. munity and the general public. For the

traders and shopkeepers of Balochistan,
these restrictions have arrived at the
worsl possible moment. The province’s

economy, already fragile and plagued by
low growth rates, is being further stifled
by the double blow of record-high infla-
tion and the persistent closure of border
trade routes. Shopkeepers argue that the
8:00 PM cutoff point coincides with the
“golden hour” of retail the very peak
time when workers return from their
day jobs and families head out to make
essential purchases. By forcing markets
to close during these prime trading
hours, the government has inadvertently
multiplied the miseries of a sector that
was already gasping for air. In
Balochistan, where the pace of business
is historically slower and the reliance on
small-scale retail is high, the impact is

&Y particularly acute. The local masses,

already struggling with the unsatisfac-
tory economic condition of the province,
now find their daily lives and livelihoods
disrupled by a “siege economy” model
that feels increasingly permanent. The
business community has warned that
these measures are pushing many small
enterprises toward bankruptcy. There is
a growing consensus among traders that
the current policy is unsustainable and
that the government must pivot toward a
more pragmatic solution. It is essential
that the authorities engage in immediate,
meaningful dialogue with stakeholders
to find a middle ground one that bal-
ances energy conservation with the sur-
vival of the economy rather than forcing
the nation’s commerce to operate in a
constant state of threat and fear.
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