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QUETTA: A delegalion led by former Deputy Speaker Sardar

Bugti on Wednesday’,

Bugti vows to
provide cancer
treatment locally |

Staff Report '
QUETTA: “The provincial government is determined to provide i
better and more effective healthcare services to the public at their
doorstep by utilizing the services of quality private medical insti-
\utions,” said Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, |
while chairing an important mecting o pramot |

e of Mo

Medical Sciences Dr. Sobail Khan, and relevant officials.
Morcover, “be education and training of orphaned and desti-
tute children is one of the government's foremost prioritics, and
all possible resources are being mobilized for their welfare,”
stated Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, during
a mecting with a delegation led by the Regional Head of Muslim
Hands, Malik Naeem. Member of the Provincial Assembly,
Rahmat Saleh Baloch, was also present. The delegation bricfed
the Chicf Minister on ongoing welfarc and educational activities
in Balochistan and presented practical suggestions, including the
establishment of quality educational institutions for orpbaed
and impoverished children. “Such i would not only
provide children with qualify education but also ensure a safe,
dignified, and conducive cducational cnvironment essential for
their holistic develop 4" the delegati basised. The

tion between the government and the Arya L
Sciences af the Chief Minister's Secretariat.

mecting discussed various issues related (o the promotion
of public-private partnerships in the health sector, the provision of
timely, quality, and moderm healthcare facilities across
Balochistan, the iroprovement of emergency services, the availa.
bility of treatment for cancer and other deadly diseascs, and the
c.(plmiw of mdﬂl' m’ku.

“Standardized treatment for cancer and other deadly discases
would be made available within the province, so paticats do not
have to travel 1o other cities,” the Chief Minlster cmphasised. He
stressed that reforms in the health sector require fostering cffec-
tive partnerships with the private sector, adding that projects
which produce immediate results and provide direct relief to the
public will be prioritized. The Chief Minister also directed that
investment in medical cducation and h be | d to
develop skilled human resources. The mecting was attended by
Provincial Health Minister Bakh( Muhammad Kaks, Chicf |
Sccretary Shaked Qadir Khan, Principal Secretary Imran Zarkon, |
Sceretary Health Mujecb-ur-Rehman Pani Zai, DG Health
Services Dr. Ameen Khan Mandokhail, CEO of Arya Institule of

ChiefM inister responded that the provincial government would
promote effective collaboration with welfare institutions and
introduce sustainable projects 1o provide impoverisbed children
with quality education and equal opportuaities for growth
“Partnerships with the private and welfare scclors will be
expanded 1o ensure that as many children as possible benefit
from this facility,” he said, assuring the delegation of full coop-
cration and instructing relevant authoritics to review the propos-
als and quickly implement feasible projects. The delegation
hanked the Chief Minister for his wholchearted support.

Babar Khan Musakhel meeting with Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
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Protecting turtles
The haunting sight of lifeless carcasses
drifting onto the shores of Balochistan's
West Bay is not merely a localized trag-
edy; itis a profound ecological alarm that
we can no longer afford lo ignore. Over
the past twenty days, the frequency of
dead turtles appearing along the coast-
line has surged, culminating in a grim
discovery on April 13, where Green,
Olive Ridley, and the exceedingly rare
Loggerhead turtles were found dead ona
single day. These silent sentinels of our
oceans are being decimated by a familiar
and preventable enemy: entanglement in
fishing gear. While the vastness of the
Arabian Sea may seem resilient, the real-
ity reflected in these strandings is one of
a fragile ecosystem under immense pres-
sure, where the line between traditional
livelihood and environmental catastro-
phe is becoming dangerously blurred.
The data provided by WWF-Pakistan’s
long-term monitoring is sobering. Since
2012, assessments of offshore gillnet fish-
eries have consistently pointed to the
high incidence of non-target species par-
ticularly Olive Ridleys falling victim lo
fishing operations. Even more distressing
is the threat to the Loggerhead turtle, a
species so rare that only twelve sightings
have been recorded in Pakistani waters
over the last four decades. To lose even
one of these creatures to negligence is a
significant blow to global biodiversity.

A 1) jf\, [ i;)i ") "'

The entanglement of these ancienl mari-
ners in nels is not an inevitable byprod-
uct of the fishing industry; it is a failure of
modern management and a symptom of
a lack of widespread, sustainable prac-
lices among; the coastal communities that
rely most heavily on the sea’s bounty.

Conservation .efforts involving the
Sindh and Balochistan ~ Wildlife
Departments and international bodies
like the IUCN have laid a vital founda-
tion, bul the current crisis suggests that
research and sporadic inlerventions are
insufficient. There is an urgent need lo
transition from passive monitoring to
aggressive, community-led conservation.
Awareness campaigns must be trans-
formed into tangible incentives for fisher-
men to adopt turtle-excluder devices and
safer netting practices, Protecting marine
life requires more than just mourning the
dead on our beaches; it demands a robust,
state-backed commitment to policing ille-
gal gear and empowering coastal resi-
dents as the primary guardians of their
own natural heritage.

The recent spike in strandings is an
undeniable indicator that the threals fac-
ing Pakistan's turtle populations are
intensifying, 1f the authorities do not
expedite their efforls to counter these
threats through stricter regulation and
enhanced maritime patrolling, the Green
turtle and its counterparts may soon van-
ish from our shores entirely. We are cur-
rently witnessing a slow-motion extinc-
tion event along the Balochistan coast.
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