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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presiding over a meeting related to University of Makran Panjgur Campus on Tuesday.

Bugti calls for
transforming universities
into centers of knowledge

and innovation

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicf Minister (CM) of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, bas emphasized that universities must not be reduced to
mere recruitment factories but should serve as geouine centers
of knowledge, research, and innovation.

He made these remarks while chairing a bigh-level meeting
at the Chief Minister’s Secretariat to review the performance,
challenges, and future plans of lhe Unwemly of Makran's
Panjgur campus. The ing dis inistrative and
academic affairs, as well as strategies for institutional
unprovancm

A sp g the Secretary of Finance
and the Secretary of Higher "Education was fotmed 10 assess
the university's actual needs and p pr

ding stafT recruil y l" ion, and

11 instituti 1 devel

The CM dlrtcled the commiuee to avoid unnccessary
appointments and focus oa p ing qualily ed

Sarfraz Bugli stressed the importance of integrating mod-
ern technologies, particularly antificial intelligence, into

higher education. He instructed that effective chatbots and

digital solutions Sedn'cloped in locnl lmgu:ges to align stu-
dents with ary academic requir ts. He further

directed that um\emly resources be linked to student earoll-

ment and instil perf to
and improvement.

Highlighting the need for mernit, transpareacy, and account-
ability, Sarfraz Bugti said these principles must be strictly
enforced in educational institutions. He also called for upgrad-
ing infrastructure and digital facilities at the Panjgur campus
to meet modern educational standards.

The CM underscored that providing quality higher educa-
tion to local students is a top government priority, and all
n\'mlable resources will be \mhzed to uchxeve this goal. He

ized d n h with industry and
the local economy to ensnre that its benefits directly contrib-
ute to economic development.

The meeting also agreed to introd speci:l 8 for
faculty training and y b g to enh bi
standards. Provmcul Minister for Education Raheela Hamid
Khan Durrani, Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Kban, S y Higher Education Ci ission Salch Baloch,
Vice Chancellor University of Makran Dr. Saadat Baloch. and
other officials attcnded the meeting.

> P
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_&ééésive gas'
load-shedding

As the mercury rises and the harsh
winter of Quetta finally recedes, the
residents of the provincial capital
expected a reprieve from the chronic
energy shortages that define their colder
months. Ironically, the advent of sum-
mer has brought no such relief. Instead,
the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC)
has inexplicably inlensified gas load-
shedding, plunging the city into a fresh
crisis at a lime when demand for heat-
ing has plummeted. This counterintui-
tive move by the utility provider has not
only defied logic but has also severely
disrupted the daily routines of citizens
who now find themselves unable to per-
form basic domestic tasks, such as cook-
ing, despite the favorable change in
weather.

The implementation of a new, more
stringent load-shedding timetable has
sparked widespread indignation across
the city. By choking the supply during
peak hours, the SSGC has effectively
paralyzed kitchens and small busi-
nesses, proving that the mismanagement
of ochistan’s natural resources
remains a persistent thorn in the side of
its people. It is a bitter irony that the
province which serves as a primary
source of natural gas for the entire coun-
try continues to face the brunt of its scar-

Histdl Hm

l);)l(r(l‘.\

cily. This systemic neglect has forced the
lawmakers of the Balochistan Assembly
to voice their grievances on the floor,
demanding an immediate end to this
artificial crisis and calling for the right-
ful provision of gas to the people of the
province, particularly in Quetta. The
mounting pressure from public repre-
sentatives highlights a deepening sense
of alienation. For too long, the residents
of Quetta have been treated as secondary
consumers of their own resources. The
current situation demands more than
just verbal protesls; it requires a decisive
intervention from the provincial execu-
tive. It is high time the Balochistan gov-
emment takes up this mantle with the
federal authorities and the SSGC leader-
ship to ensure that Quetta receives its
due share without interruptions. The
people of Quetta have endured enough
seasonal hardships; they should not be
forced to suffer through a man-made cri-
sis in the middle of summer. Only
through firm political will and adminis-
trative accountability can the “maximum
supply” of gas be secured, restoring nor-
malcy to a city already weary of broken
promises. The consumers regularly pay
their bills with all kind of m}:ces despite
that depriving people of this natural
resource is ngsolutely unjustified and
needs the attention of authorities con-
cerned lo come up with pragmatic poli-
cies. The closure of gas supply at peak
time has created disillusionment
amongst citizens.
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