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Development of sports top
priority: Bugti

Hails PM, Field Marshal Asim Munir for establishment of"
ceasefire between US& Iran

jy

B
-

D b e~ su S

Staff Report

QUETTA:  Chiel  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Dugti on
Wednesday said that provincial
government is comniitted to devel-
oping the talents of young athletes
and providing them with opportu-
nitics to move forwand, and to
achicve this goal, special atiention
is being paid to the development of
the sports sector.

le said this while tlking to
International  Kickboxer  Nisar
Ahmed called on him here,

Member of Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Engincer Zamrak Khan
Achakzai was also present on the
feyaen

During the mecung,  Nisan
Alimed informed the Halochistan
Chuel Minister ahout lns sporting
journcy, achievements, challenges
faced and future goals,

The Chiel Minister appreciated

the performance of the young ath
lete and said that the talented ath-
letes of Balochistan arc bringing
glory to the provinee at the national
and international levels.

He said that the government is
committed to developing the tal-
ents of young athletes and provid-
ing them with opportunitics to
move forward, and to achieve this
goal, special attention is being paid
to the development ol the sports
scelor.

On this oceasion, he announced
all possible support to \he young
baxer Nisar Ahmed and said that
the government would continue 10
patroniee talented athletes so that
they can achievn INOre sicensses al
the global level and buing glory (o
the country and nation,

The Chiel Minister renterated the
commitment that thiough the pro-
motion of sports, the youth could
be attracted towanlds positive active

itics and eflective steps would be
taken 1o solve the problems faced
by them.

Morcover, Dalochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
\Wednesday paid tribute to the
national leadership, Prime Minister
of Pakistan Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif and Field Manhal Syal
Asim Munir for the establishment
of a ceasefire between the United
States and lran.

He said that Pakistan, as a
responsible state, has played an
eflective and Jdevisive role in ends
ing tensions i the region and
establishing a ceaselire,

Ina message on wxial networks
ing site N, he aand that Pakistan's
thoughttul natonal Kadeship not
only ok timely and wise devisions
but also further strengthened the
country's diplomatic reputation at
the global level,

The Chiel' Minister said that

e —————

Ficld Marxhal Syed Asim Munir's
professional strategy and timely
actions played an important role in
protecting the cotire region from a
possible major disaster.

He said that Pakistan®s balanced
and active diplomacy has given a
clear nessage to the international
community that peage. stability
and dialogue are our top priontics,

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that this
success IS @ manifestation  of
Pakistan's effective narrative, wise
devisions and global trust, which
would have a proounent place in
history.

He aid that Pakistan's conting.
ous ellorts W prenote peace and
stability in the regon have Bvome
an exemplary vac and the (oy,
has played a responsible and agye
wole in establishing peace o lh;
global level and has contnbuiey o

saving the world (rom a majo
flict N

lll)
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- Poor health sector

' Thehealthcarelandscapein Balochistan
presents a sobering paradox: while offi-
dial rhetoric highlights a series of “major
reforms,” the ground reality remains one
of systemic deprivation. There are man
districts where District Headquarters lac
proper equipment, surgeons and special-
ists, due to which people move to Quetta
and other provinces.

Revent admissions by provincial health
authorities confirm that a staggering 80
percent of the population lacks access to

rimary healthcare. This is not merely a
statistical failure; it is a humanitarian cri-

! sis rooted in the province’s unique geog-
raphy, chronic underfunding, and a per-
sistent shortage of human resources.
Balochistan's vast, rugged terrain makes
the delivery of medical services an inher-
ent logistical nightmare. However, geog-
raphy cannot be used as‘a permanent
shield for administrative shortcomings.
The Health Secretary’s recent briefing in
Turbat underscores” the widening gulf
between Balochistan and more prosper-
ous provinces like Punjab. With a total
development budget for all sectors that is
Jess than half of Punjab’s dedicated health

. budget alone, Balochistan is fighting a
( lopsided battle against disease and mor-
' tality. This financial disparity ensures
 that even with the best intentions, the
province remains trapped in a cycle of
“hard decisions” and “rule relaxations”

Ak
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that often act as temporary bandages ona
gaping wound. While the promotion of
several hundred medical officers and the
push for CPSP accreditation at teaching
hospitals are nevessary steps, they
address the symptoms rather than the
disease, The core challenge remains the
workforce. Even with improved infra-
structure, the inability to guarantee
24-hour service delivery in remole areas
Jeaves millions vulnerable after dark. The
government's move toward digitization
and satellite-linked telemedicine facili-
tated by Suparco is a forward-thinking
strategy that could theoretically bypass
the province’s lack of physical roads.
However, technology is only as effective
as the professionals operating it.

Ultimately, the burden of change rests
on two pillars: sustained federal interven-
tion to bridge the budgetary divide and a
commitment from the medical commu-
nity to serve in the province’s under-
served peripheries. The provincial gov-
ernment must move beyond announcing
reforms to demonstrating measurable
improvements in health indicators. Until
the “1,500 health centers” promised satel-
lite connectivity are actually functional
and staffed by motivated professionals,
the 80 percent of Balochistan's people cur-
rently left in the dark will continue lo
view these reforms as nothing more than
distant, bureaucratic whispers. The time
for udministrative exemptions is over; the
time for equitable, accessible life-saving
care is long overdue.




