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stan Times

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugtl addressing during Balochistan Assembly session on Tuesday.

BA pays tribute to deceased
- lawmakers’ families

CM announces special youth program for border districts

Staff Report

QUETTA: A session of the

Balochistan Assembly was held t

under the chairmanship of Speaker
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai. Inthe house,
Fatiha was recited for the soul of
Shahida Raufs father-in-law. Prayers
were also offered for MPA Nacem
Bazai's father, The assembly remem-
bered Nawabzada Jamecl Akbar
Bugti as well Jt was a solemn
moment of tribute for the departed
Joved ones.

While expressing his views in
response 0 question, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugtl shared important
news. He said that a special program
had been created for the youth of
Balochistan districts located along
the Iran border. “Under this program,
these districts were fo be brought
towards formal trade,” he explained.
He added tha the BRSP was to train
the y! outh for this purpose. The Chief
Mlnnlct then stated the main objec-

tive clearly. He said the aim was to
prevent youth from engaging in
smuggling “We must guide them

d l‘!‘l husi "he P |

tone of the discussion cntirely.
During the same session, a signifi-

cant legislative step was taken. The

Balochistan Mines and Safety Draft

He further mentioned that the pro-
gram would start on a small scale.
*“This approach ensures that the max-
imum number of people could bene-
fit," he noted. Expressing his views
during the session, MPA Prince
Umar Ahmedzai raised a scrious con-
cern. He demanded that an investiga-
tion should be conducted into the
death of a citizen in police custody in
Quetta. His words reflected deep

Law 2026 was presented in the pro-
vincial assembly. Provincial Minister
Shoaib Nosherwani formally pre-
sented the drafl to the house. Aflera
bricf discussion, the draft was
referred 1o the relevant standing com-
mittee by the house, Lawmakers then
turned to another Jegal documecat
The Provincial Finance Minister pre-
sented the amended drafl of the
Balochistan Witness Protection Law

unease over the incident.

In response, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugli gave an immediste
reply. “An inquiry is already under-
way," he said. He also mentioned that
the criminal record of the deceased
was available, Then the Chiel
Minister made a strong statement
from his seal. “Fatiha should not be

recited for a criminal in the house,” he

“declared. His remark changed the

2026 on behudf of the Interior
Minister. This important dnafl was
also referred to the relevant standing
committee for further review.

On a point of order, BNP Awami
chief Asad Baloch raised the plight of
farmers. He said that losses of farm-
ers in districts affected by rain should
be compensated His demand
received support from ancther cor-
ner. ANP engincer Zamrak Achakzaj

also spoke on the same issue. He said
that a survey should be conducted in
the arcas affected by rainfall He
reminded the house that recent rains
have caused widespread destruction
in Balochistan. The need for urgent
relief was felt by many members.

A lawmaker then addressed the
msue of youth frustration He
observed that when youth are
deprived of their nights, dissppoint-
ment spreads among them. He then
shifted 1o a personal interest. “1 am
interested in cricket,™ he confessed.
He launched a sharp entique of the
selection process. “The cricket selec-
tion committee has always over-
lookdlheyuuhof&lochmm, he
complained. He also called for struc-
wral change in sports governance.
“chCBc!mrmde have a
background in sports,” he insisted.
Haemh:dInsspeechonl\mm-m,lc
about the national game. *
cricket has become a matter of polj.
ucs,”™ he said.

—_—
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Need of water
conservation

The arid landscapes of Balochistan
have long stood as a testament to human
restlience, but lml-l{, that resilience s
being pushed to its breaking point by a
silent, subterrancan crisia, An the prov.
Ince grapples with a changing climate
and a growing population, the depletion
of ita lifeblood groundwater haa shifled
from a looming concern Lo an existentinl
threat, For a reglon where rainfall s o
rare bleasing mtf\vr than a regular occur-
rence, the reflance on underground aqui-
fers han become a dangerous gamble that
the masses are currently losing, In the
absence of a robust surface water infra-
structure, the  vast mn:jorlly of
Balochistan’s agricullural and domestic
needs are met through aggressive pump-
ing. Decades of unregulated tube-well
Installation and the pursuit of water-
intenslve crops have created a vocuum
beneath the earth, We are essentially
mining u fossil resource that takes centu-
ries to replenish, consuming it in 0 mat-
ter of years, The cllr of Quella serves ns
the grim vanguard of this crisis; once
known as the “Fruit Basket” of Pakistan,
it In now a city where the water table has
plummeted o depths that were unthink-
able a generation ago, For the residents of
the provincial capital, the struggle for a
single bucket of water has become o daily
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ritual of survival, highlighting a sys-
lemic fajlure to manage a finite resource,

The gravity of the situation demands an

immediate
management lo a state of emergency.

transition

from

reactive

The provincial government and relevant
authorities must move beyond rhetoric
and Initlate a massive infrastructure
overhaul centered on water recharging,

Small and medium-sized check

ams

are no longer a luxury they are a neces-
sity to capture the precious runoff from

the sporadic mins that currently go to
waslte, These structures act as a primary

defense against groundwater depletion,
slowing down rainwater and allowing, it

extraction,
future requires a dual approach: aggres-
sive conservation and strategie replen-
ishment. If we do nol act today Lo revive
our thirsty carth, the vibrant communi-
ties of this province risk becoming the
casualties of a man-made drought, leav-

ood irrigation methods

to percolote Into the aquifers rather than
evaporating or causing flash floods.
However, construction alone Is not a
panacea, A cultural shift in water usage
is equally vital. We must adopt modern
irrigation techniques, such as drip and
sprinkler systems, to replace the archaic

that waste a

staggering percentage of our extracted

waler, Furthermore, the authorities must

implement strict regulations on the

drilling of new wells and the volume of

Protecting

ing behind nothing but

orchards once bloomed.

Balochistan’s

dust where
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