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Rs: 3(

GWADAR: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Khan Bugti being briefed by Secretary Women Development Saira Atta about
business activities, during his visit to the Women Bazaar, on Friday.

CM Bugti inaugurates Gwadar
Women’s Bazaar to boost
female economic empowerment

Staff Report

GWADAR: Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti offi-
cially inaugurated the first bazaar
established for women in Gwadar.
Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jafar
Khan Mandokhel, Member of
Provincial ~ Assembly  Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman and Secretary
Women Development Department
Saira Atta were also present at the
inauguration ceremony. This first
Women's Bazaar in Gwadar is being
dcml?cd as an important milestone

ment opponunm:s to local women
and lhu project n an cffective step

the government and such projects not

i ‘I:tkvdcpmcnluno(

only strengthen the ic inde-

's eco-
nomic inclusion in the province. It
was informed in the briefing on the
occasion that initially 14 shops have
been established in the Gwadar
Women's Bazaar, where women are
expressing their skills through vari-
ous business activities.  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli visited
the Women's Bazaar and met with
women shopkeepers to learn about
their problems, suggestions and
experiences.  On  this  occasion,

the promotion of s
economic autonomy. which has
started providing decent employ-

Balochistan Chief Mini Mir
Sarfaraz I'ngti said that empowering
women is one of the top priorities of

d of but also play an
mpomnl role in overall economic
development. He said that Gwadar
Women's Bazaar is an excellent plat-
form to highlight the capabilities of
women and the government will
ensure the provision of facilities to
make this project more effective. He
said that the provincial government
is providing a conducive environ-
ment for women to do business and
the scope of initiatives like Women's
Bazaar will be extended to other
areas so that more and more women
can benefit from it The Chief
Minister d the i

P without the economic inclu-
sion of women, which is why the gov-
crnment is trying to include women
in the mainstream through practical
measures. The Chief Minister of
Balochistan said that projects like
Women's Bazaar in Gwadar will pro-
mole  socio-economic  stability.
Undoubtedly, providing business
opportunitics (0 women is a guaran-
tee of a bright future. He assured that
the government will continue to pro- |
vide all possible support for the
development and welfare of women
s0 that the province can move for
ward on the path of development and

prospenty.
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Promoting
agriculture

The vast, arid landscape of Balochistan,
often dubbed the “fruit basket of Pakistan,”
is currently difficulties and challenges.
While the ince’s minerals and ports
dominate national headlines, the people
who actually till its soil the farmers who

the lion's share of Pakistan’s

dates, and grapes are facing an
existential threat. For the Baloch farmer,
the struggle is no longer just about profit
margins or market access; it is a funda-
mental battle against a disappearing water
table, an iving climate, and a state
apparatus that has largely left them to nav-
igate these crises alone. This marginaliza-
tion is not merely economic but deeply
structural, as the agrarian backbone of the
province is i broken by a
combination of environmental decay and

’ mgmhfeblood of

Water, the li agrarian soci-
ety, has become a lmury"lz‘l Balochistan
can no afford. The a“:;“ n;:l
ingenious ‘karez’ system, a series of under-
ground tunnels that once sustained com-
munities for centuries by tapping into nat-

arace to the bottom. Indistricts like Quetta,
Mastung, and Pishin, the water table has

|
'

Balochistan Time Quetfa

) DD 27N90
el £, '/\!f ,\ /_IC“

been dropping, by several meters every
year, withsome wells now reaching depths
of over 1,000 feet. For many small-scale
landowners, the point of exhaustion has
already been reached. Their orchards, once
lush with apricot and almond trees, are
now graveyards of withered wood, aban-
doned as families migrate to urban slums,
effectively ending generations of agricul-
tural heritage.

This water crisis is compounded by a
chronic energy deficit and rising fuel costs.
Those who still find water must rely on
electric pumps, yet the province is plagued
by debilitating power outages and erratic
voltage fluctuations that frequently burn
out expensive motors. The i is stark: a
province that provides natural gas to the
country cannot provide reliable electricity
toiits own food producers. Without consist-
ent power, irrigation becomes a game of
chance. Furthermore, without modemn
cold st and processing facilities, even
a su(rmel harvest cnn‘;gurn into a loss.
Highly perishable fruits often rot before
they can reach distant markets, leavi
farmers at the mercy of exploitative mx
dlemen who dictate prices far below the
cost of ction. -

The path to salvaging Balochistan's agri-
culture requires a radical shift toward
water-efficient ies like drip irri-
gation and the solarization of tube wells.
To ignore the plight of the farmers of
Balochistan s to ignore the primary source
of livelihood for over 70 percent of the
rural population.
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