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Promoting organic
farming

The provindal

government

had approved the Balochistan Organic

Agriculture  Policy in

2024, which

focused on environmental sustainability,

economic growth, and strengthening farm-
ers resilience to climate change. The
move was expected to boost local biodiver-
sity and food security and reduce reliance
on imported organiccotton, saving millions
of dollars in foreign exchange. In collabora-
tion with WWF-Pakistan, Balochistan's
Agriculture Extension Department is work-
ing with 12,000 farmers across 95,000 acres
to advance organic farming practices. In
2023-24, 67,067 acres of organic cotton were
globally certified in key districts, including
Barkhan, Lasbela, Kohlu and Khuzdar.

The organic certification hasbeen carried
out by the Control Union certified underthe
NOP (USDA) and EU standards, providing
access to high-demand markets in the US
and Europe. The policy represents a trans-
formative shift from the province's current
agricultural practices to a more sustainable,
ecological and economically viable model.
This initiative represents a major milestone
in promoting organic cotton production,
offering a sustainable pathway to economic
growth and reduces our dependency on
imported materials.

By empowering local farmers and man-
aging over 95,000 acres of certified organic
land, Balochistan is setting a precedent for
sustainable farming in Pakistan and
beyond With its abundant natural
resources such and fertile land, Balochistan
is well-positioned to become a leader in
organic farming. Organic farming has the
potential to revolutionize the economic
landscape of Balochistan. By producing
premium, high-value organic products,

farmers can command better prices in both

domestic and international markets.

This increased income can uplift rural
communities, reduce y,and empower
small-scale farmers. Additionally, organic
farming can create employment opportuni-
ties in various sectors, including processing,
packaging, and marketing, stimulating eco-
nomic growth and development.
Balochistan, like many regjions, is vulnera-
ble to the impacts of climate change.

Organic farming practices, such as
crop rotation, cover cropping, and com-
posting, help mitigate climate change by
sequestering carbon in the soil. By reduc-
ing reliance on fossil fuel-intensive
inputs, organic agriculture can lower
greenhouse gas emissions and contribute
to a more sustainable future. Moreover,
organic farming promotes biodiversity,
which is crucial for ecosystem resilience
and adaptation to climate variabil-
ity. Organic farming, on the other
hand, prioritizes the use of natural
resources and minimizes chemical
exposure. By consuming organic pro-
duce, consumers can reduce their
intake of harmful residues and pro-
mote  better  health  outcomes.
Additionally, organic farming can
enhance food security by promoting
sustainable and resilient agricultural
systems that can withstand climate
shocks and other challenges. It is hoped
that this move of the provincial govern-
ment would boost local biodiversity
and food security and reduce reliance
on imported organic cotton, saving mil-
lions of dollars in foreign exchange.
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