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necessary action.
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Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Balochistan
l_aunchps landmark
inclusive reforms

Staff Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has launched historic
and comprehensive measures for the social development and
prosperity of the neglected communities including youth,
women, minorities and the transgender community in
Baloch istan, the positive effects of which are gradually emerg-
ing. Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti was met
by FDI Pakistan Executive Director Uzma Yaqoob, in which
ongoing projects and policy initiatives for the welfare of
women, youth and other disadvantaged communities were dis-
cussed. On this occasion, the Chief Minister Balochistan
appreciated the assistance of FDI Pakistan in the formulation
of the transgender policy and presented a certificate of excel-
lence to the head of the institution Uzma Yagoob. Chicf
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan was also present

on the. occasion. Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz

Bugti said that rapid progress is being made in the province on
projects like Benazir Bhutto Scholarship Program, Women
Economic Endowment Fund, Pink Bus Service and Pink
Scooties Scheme. Under the Women Economic Endowment
Fund, interest-free loans of Rs. 500,000 to Rs. 1.5 million are
being provided to women for the promotion of business activi-
tics so that they can become financially independent. Similarly.
the Pink Bus Service and Pink Scootics Scheme are an impor-
tant milestone towards providing safe and dignified travel
facilities 1o women. The Chief Minister said that the founda-
tion for a bright future of the youth has been laid with the
approval of Balochistan’s first comprehensive youth policy,
while under the transgender policy, equal opportunities for
education, employment and development are being provided
to this neglected segment of the socicty. He said that the wel-
fare of minorities is among the top priorities of the govern-
ment and practical steps are being taken in this regard. The
first special endowment fund bas also been established in
Balochistan for the welfare of minorities. He said that the
Balochistan government has introduced the biggest scholar-
ship program in the history of the province. Through the
Benazir Bhutto Scholarship Program, the doors of 200 inter-
national universities around the world have been opened for
Balochistan students from matriculation to higher education.
The Chief Minister said that the government is bearing the
16-year educational expenses of the children of martyrs and
civilian martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the beloved
bomeland, while more than one hundred special scholarships
have also been allocated annually for minorities and the
transgender community. The Chief Minister reiterated the
commitment that the Balochistan government is committed to
providing cqual opportunities toall sections of the society and
1o section will be left behind in the process of development.
Sustainable development is being ensured through inclusive
policies in the fields of education, health and employment.
Serious and effective steps are being taken to promote social
justice. Chief Minister M ir Surfaraz Bugti said that empower-

i th, women, minorities and other neglected sections is

ing you
the foundation of a developed and prosperous Balochistan and
the provincial government is utilizing all possible resources to

achieve this goil.

CM Bugti expresses
condolences on death of
Sardar Bizenjo’s brother

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
has expressed deep sorrow and grief over the passing of the
brother of National Party leader Sardar Muhammad Aslam
Bizenjo and Senator Tahir Bizenjo. In his condolence state-
ment, the Chief Minister termed the demise of the deceased as
a great tragedy and expressed heartfelt sympathy and condo-
lences to the bereaved family. He prayed that Allah Almighty
grant the deccased a place in His mercy and give the bereaved
family the strength to bear this loss with patience and forti-
tude. Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that in this
moment of gricf, he equally shares in the sorrow of the
A bereaved family.
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Devastating floods

The relentless deluges and subsequent
flash floods that have torn through
Balochistanserve as a grim reminder of the
province’s acute vulnerability to climate-
induced catastrophes. According to the
Provincial Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA), the scale of destruction is both
vast and heartbreaking, claiming seven
lives and leaving a trail of ruined liveli-
hoods across districts such as Harnai,
Kohlu, Turbat, and Jaffarabad. This is not
merely a seasonal occurrence; it is a recur-
ring humanitarian crisis that demands
more than just reactionary measures. The
loss of life ranging from lightning strikes in
Loralai and Kachbhi to the tragic drowning
of a child in Jaffarabad and the collapse of
homes in Kohlu highlights a landscape
where the elements have turned hostile
against a population already struggling
with infrastructure deficits.

The economic toll is staggering, partict:i
larly for a province where agriculture an
livsgtock form the backbone of the local
economy. The breach of an embankment in
Balanari, Kachhi, which destroyed over 100
houses and submerged approximately 400
acres of agricultural land, exemplifies the
fragility of existing flood protection sys-
tems. With hundreds of homes reduced to
rubble and vital standing crops like wheat,
chickpeas, and mustard washed away, the
long-term food security and financial sta-
bility of thousands are now in jeopardy. For

‘!;)‘(i]«'[(;(l_u [} APR 2026 Fage l‘i_‘)’zzt'(

a subsistence farmer, the loss of fifty live-
stock is not just a statistical dip; it is the total
erasure of a family’s savings and future.
Infrastructure damage has further para-
lyzed the region, tuming a natural disaster
into a logistical nightmare. The washing
away of sections of the Harnai-Quetta and
Quetta-Sanjawi national highways has
effectively severed the province's jugular
vein. When major arteries and multiple
internal roads are transformed into
impassable debris fields, the isolation of
.these communities becomes a secondary
disaster. The provincial government’s
immediate priority must be the accelera-
tion of rescue and relief operations to reach
those trapped by rising waters and blocked
highways. Providing temporary shelter,
clean water, and medical aid to the dis-
placed is a moral and administrative
imperative that cannot be delayed by
bureaucratic friction. However, the recur-

Ting nature of these “unprecedented” rains -

suggests that Balochistan can no longer
afford to be caught off guard every season.
Beyond theimmediate cleanup, there must
be a rigorous overhaul of pravincial disas-
ter preparedness. Strengthening embank-
ments, improving early warning systems
in remote districts, and investing in cli-
mate-resilient housing are no longer
optional luxuries; they are essential tor
survival in a warming world. The state
must move beyond the cycle of mourning
and temporary aid, shifting instead
toward a strategy of permanent protection
and preemptive mitigation.
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