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Bugti visits NADRA
headquarters, approves new

centers 1 Balochistan

Rs: 30

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Chicf Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bughi
visited the Imdquulm'of !he
National Database and Registration
Autbority (NADRA) here on
Monday, where he was welcomed
by the NADRA Chairman ond sen-
jor officials. .
Chief Secrelary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khon and Director
Genpenals of NADRA's Quetta and
Gwadar regions also participated
in discussions via teleconference.
During the visil. l?le Chiel
Minister received 8 detailed brief-
in'y on NADRA’s overoll perfor-
a with particular focus on
made in Balochistan.
NADRA  Chairman
upr:utd gratitude to !}\e Chief
Minister for lh'e Balochistan gov+
ernment’s coqlmu:d 'WOP":“'M'
.ially assistance 10 resolving
u':\?l::g yum through district-

el commi!rrn. ‘
lnTM meetiog was informed that

mance,
pmguu

NADRA is working on introducing
a domicile certificate system for
Balochistan, with a formal pro-
posal already sent to the provincial
government.

The Chief Minister was also

sppriscd of progress in implement-
ing the National Biometric Policy
Framework, which requires close
coordination between NADRA and
provincial governmeots o make
the registration system more effec-
tive.
" Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti  opprecisted  NADRA's
efforts 1o improve registration and
verification services ocross the
province.

He stressed the need to further
cxpand scrvice provision in remote
sreas, porticularly through satel-
Jite-equipped mobile registration
vans,

The Chief Minister noted that
these facilitis play a key role in
meeling registration needs of citi-
2¢ns living in backward end remote
oreas,

He spproved the establishment
of ncw NADRA centers and the
provision of biometric devices and
fiber-based connectivity at the
union council level.

The Senate Standing Committee
on Commerce was held ot the
Parlisment House under 1be chair-
manship of Senator Apusha
Rehman.

The Expo Center Quetta project
was considered in detail in light of
the committee's previous consulta-
tions.Chicf Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, Senator Faisal
Saleem Rebhman, Senator Aamir
Waliuddin Chishti, Senator Saleem
Mandviwals, and Senator Rahat
Januali attended the meeting.

Senator Sarmad Ali and Senator
Bilal Ahmed Kban participated via
video link.

The commillee appreciated the
special  participation  of  Chief
Minister Bugti in view of the
importance of the Expo . Center

* Quetta project.

During the bricfing, the commit-

tee was informed about the current
progress of the project and impor-

tant issues related to it.
Addressing concerns regarding
the proposed location, Chief

Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated
lhu! Quetta is a safe city like other
major urban centers.

_ He noted that the sclected loca-
tion is sliltunled near the industrial
2oo¢e, which i ioni
o) is functioning effec-
_ The meeting " was
m.l'orm;d that  the Planning
Commission  commiltee  has
approved the location from a secu-
nity petipective, and the project has

further

already faced delays.
Committec members raised
Questions  regarding the Expo

Center's location, distance from
the airport, potential transportation
issues for international delegates,
and long-term self-sufficiency. In
response, the Chicf Minister pro-
posed that the Expo Ceater Quetta

project at the current location
should continue as planned.
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Focusing highways

The crumbling state of the highways
in Balochistan has long transcended
the status of a mere infrastructural
deficit; it is now a recurring, humani-
tarian crisis that unfolds daily on the
asphalt. For a province that consli-
tutes nearly half of the country’s land-
mass and serves as the gateway to
multibillion-dollar international trade
corridors, the neglect of its primary
arteries is both a strategic paradox
and a moral failure. The “killer high-
ways,” as they are now grimly dubbed
by locals, have become synonymous
with high-speed fatalities, mechanical

, wreckage, and a profound sense of

isolation from the national center.

The reality on the ground is a stark
departure from the glossy presenta-
tions of developmental progress.
Routes like the N-25, which connects
Karachi to Quetta, and the N-50, link-
ing the provincial capital to Zhob, are
often little more than narrow, single-
lane strips of weathered bitumen
winding through treacherous terrain.
These roads were never designed to
handle the sheer volume of heavy
freight and high-speed passenger
traffic they currently carry. The
absence of dualization means that a
single error in judgment during an
overtake often necessitated by slow-
moving convoys frequently results in
head-on collisions that leave no survi-

vors.

Compounding the structural decay
is the alarming lack of basic safety
infrastructure. Hundreds of kilome-
ters pass without a single functional
emergency medical center, trauma
unit, or even relinble mobile connec-
tivity. For those involved in accidents,
the “golden hour” for medical inter-
vention is an impossibilily,‘ viclims
often succumb to their injuries in the
back of private vehicles during ago-
nizingly long journeys to Quetta or
Karachi. This is not merely a matter of
bad luck, but a direct consequence of
a planning philosophy thal prioritizes
the movement of goods over the safety
of the citizens living along these
routes.

The financial justifications often
cited for the slow pace of work budg-
etary constraints and security chal-
lenges ring hollow when weighed
against the strategic importance of
the region.

If Balochistan is to be the center-
piece of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and a hub for
regional connectivity, its internal
road network cannot remain a relic of
the past. Beyond the economic lens,
there is a fundamental right to safe
passage. The current state of these
highways sends a damaging message
of marginalization to the people of
Balochistan, suggesting that their
lives are secondary to the transit of
cargo.
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