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, Pakistan plays N
‘ positive role for
peace:.CM

Staff Report

' QUETTA: Balochisian Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugt
has praised Pakistan's diploroacy. "Pakistan is playing a posi-
tive and constructive role for the cstablishment of peace and
stability in the region,” he said.

He expressed satisfaction over the country’s balanced and
principled approach. The Chief Minister paid tribute to
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar for his effective diplomatic
cfforts.

In a message on social media platform X, Mr. Bugti noted
the ongoing regional tension. “The restraint, prudence, and
responsibility that Pakistan bas shown is commendable,” he
stated.

He explained that Pakistan®s diplomacy has considered the
fragility of the situation. It has also prioritized the principles

- of peace, dialogue, and mutual respect.

Mr. Bugti said that under Mr. Dar’s leadership, Islamabad is
becoming an effective platform. “The path to resolving prob-
lems and reducing tensions is being paved through dialogue,”
he added. He welcomed this development.

The Chief Minister said that in current circumstances, only
wue Icadershrp cnn gnumtec lasting peace. A balanced dip-

\ 1 for stability,
He emphsnzed that the responsible behavior of Pahslan s

leadership is scndnns a positive message. This message is
reaching both the region and the global level.

Mr. Bugtireiterated Pakistan's commitment. “Pakistan will
always continue its cfforts for the promotion of peace, stabil-
ity, and mutual coopmlmn. he nfﬁmmt
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Reviving
educational process

The decision by the Balochistan gov-
ernment to extend the closure of educa-
tional institutions until April 15, as part
of a broader national austerity drive fol-
lowing the conflict in Iran and the subse-
quent blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, is
a deeply troubling development for a
province already teetering on the edge of
an educational abyss. While the federal
and provincial governments grapple
with an unprecedented energy and fuel
crisis that has forced a transition to four-
day work weeks and limited mobility, the
collateral damage to the academic future
of millions of children in Balochistan
cannot be ignored. In a region where the
literacy rate languishes at ameager 40 per

cent and the quality of instructionin pub-.

lic schools is consistently rated as the
most dissatisfactory in the country, every
day of closure represents a permanent
loss of potential. The province already
carries the heavy burden of having the
highest percentage of out-of-school chil-
dren in Pakistan; this latest disruption
threatens to widen that gap into an
unbridgeable chasm. The move to shut
down physical campuses is predicated on
the assumption that academic continuity
can be maintained through alternative
means, but this logic falls flat when
applied to the ground realities of

Dated: 3 (1 LIAD 7176
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Balochistan. Unlike other provinces
where digital infrastructure has made
significant strides, the vast majority of
Balochistan’s districts remain “data-
dark” zones, devoid of reliable internet
connectivity and plagued by chronic
electricity shortages. For a student in a
remote district like Washuk or Awaran,
the concept of “online classes” is not a
viable solution but a cruel irony. The digi-
tal divide in Pakistan is not merely a mat-
ter of convenience; it is an existential
threat to the right to education for the
children. of Balochistan. While students
in urban centers like Lahore or Islamabad
may pivot to virtual platforms, the chil-
dren of this province are simply left
behind in the dark, further entrenching
the provincial disparities that have fueled
a sense of deprivation for dec-
ades. Reports from across the province
indicate that while gates remain locked,
private school administrations continue
to demand full monthly tuition and
transportation fees from parents who are
themselves struggling with the economic
fallout of the fuel crisis and skyrocketing.
inflation. The government must realize
that education is not a luxury that can be
indefinitely shelved in the name of aus-
terity. Special provisions must be made to
restore the education process in
Balochistan through localized solutions,
such as community-based learning or
staggered school shifts that minimize
transportation needs without halting
learning entirely.
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