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_R_eﬂd No.B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1408 QUETTA Thursday March 26, 2026 / Shawwal 06, 1447 Rs: 30

CM meets Federal
I'T Minister
l Vows digital revolution in
Balochistan

Staff i!éporl

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
met with Federal Minister for Information Technology Shaza
Fatima Kbawaja bere on Wednesday. Detailed discussions
were beld on digital governance, the National Digital Policy,
and the p ion of [T in Balochistan. The ing was also
attended by the Federal Secretary IT, Chairman Pakistan
Digital Authority Dr. Sobail, and the Chief Minister's Advisor
on Political and Media Affairs, Shahid Rind :

During the meeting. Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
stated that the Government of Balochistanis fully prepared for
the formulation and effective implementation of the National
Digital Policy. He said the provincial goverament bas formally
initiated digital reforms. “We are starting with the digitaliza-
tion of tbe Finace Department, and the positive results bave
already begun to emerge,” he remarked.

The Chief Minister said the use of artificial intelligence is
ensuring merit-based recruitment of youth. “This initiative is
helping climinate corruption carried out in the pame of com-
missions within the Finance Department,” he explained. He
expressed his commitment that through complete digitaliza-
tion, the financial system will be made transparent. efficient,
and free from corruption.

He said that under the digital policy, the Government of
Balochistan is taking serious steps to promote modern tech-
nology. improve governance, and provide better opportunities

\ to youth. [o this regard, the relevant autbority working on the
digital policy will also be invited to Quetta. “We must formu-
late an effective strategy in sccordance with ground realilies,”

' he added.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli empbasized that promot-
ing the positive, responsible, and constructive use of social
media is the need of the hour. Henoted that joint efTorts at both
federal and provincial levels are indispensable for this goal.
The meeting reaffirmed the commitment to furM s!mlglhcn
mutual cooperation to move Pakistan towards a digital econ-
omy and align it with modern requirements.
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Securing water

Balochistan, a province blessed with
vast, arid landscapes, paradoxically faces a
severe water crisis, This paradox is par-
ticularly acule in its agriculture sector, the
backbone of the provincial economy.
Despite its immense potential, the sector
remains largely untapped, plagued by out-
dated irrigation techniques and a lack of
government support. Agriculture, a life-
line for approximately 70% of Balochistan's
population, continues to rely on tradi-
tional, waler-intensive methods. Flood irri-
gation, a technique that wasles significant
amounts of waler, remains prevalent. This
inefficiency is particularly concerning in a
region where water scarcity is a perennial
challenge. The government’s apathy
towands modernizing irrgation practices
has further compounded the issue. The
consequences of this neglect are far-reach-
ing, Low agricultural yiclds, food insecu-
rily, and rural poverly are some of the
direct outcomes. To address this crisis, a
comprehensive overhaul of water manage-
ment practices is imperative. The govern-
ment must prioritize investments in mod-
ern irrigation lechnologies, such as drip
irrigation and sprinkler systems. These
techniques can significantly reduce water
consumplion while boosting crop yiclds.
Additionally, the construction of snmall
dams and reservoirs can help capture and
slore rainwater, mitigating the impact of
seasonal droughts. Furthermore, the gov-

ernment must empower farmers through
training and copacity-building programs,
Subsidies and incentives can also encour-
age farmers Lo invest in water-saving lech-
nologies, Thedevelopment of Balochistan's
agriculture sector is not merely an wo-
nomicimperative but a social and environ-
mental necessity, By investing in waler
management, the government can unlock
the region’s agricultural potential, alleviate
poverty, and ensure food security for its
people. IUs time to tum the tide and trans-
form Balochistan's parched  landscapes
into thriving agricultural hubs, Tt is imper-
ative Lo revitalize this sector to unlock its
potential and improve the socio-economic
vonditions of the province. The govern-
ment of Balochistan, in collaboration with
federal authorities, must prioritize the
development of ngriculture, By investing,
in modern irrigation techniques, such os
drip irrigation and  sprinkler systems,
waler searcity can be mitigated and crop
yields can be  significantly incmm'x‘.
Additionally, the construction of dams and
reservoirs can help store rainwalter, ensur-
ing a reliable water supply for agricultural
purposes. Furthermore, the government
should facilitate access to agricultural
creditand subsidies. This will enable farm-
ers (o acquire modern machinery, quality
seeds, and fertilizers, thereby boosting
their productivity. Additionally, the estab-
lishment of agricultuml markets and cold
storage facilities can help farmers sell their
produce at fair prices and reduce post-har-
vest losses,
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