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Bugti offers condolences

to Sherry

Rehs

MNdn over

daughter’s demise

StaffReport

KARACHI: Balochistan Chief
Mipister Mir Sarfraz  Bugli,
accompavied by provincial minis-
ters aad officials, visited the resi-
dence of Pakistan People's Party
central leader Senmator Sherry
Rehman to offer heartfelt condo-
lences on the passing of her daugh-
ter.

“For a mother, the loss of a child
is an irreparable shock,” the Chief
Minister said. “Itis difficult evento
comprehend the intensity of such

gniel”
He expressed decp sotrow over
the tragic incident and conveyed

complete  solidarity with  the
bereaved family.
Fateha was recited for the

departed soul of Mani Khurshid
Malik. Prayers were offered to
Allah Almighty to grant ber a bigh
place in His mercy and (o bless the
family with patience.

“In this moment of gricf, the
Government of Balochistan and the
entire provincial leadership equally
share in this sorrow,” Mr. Bugti

said. “We cxpress full sympathy
with them.”

He prayed that Allah Almighty
elevates the ranks of the deceased
and grants the family the strength
10 bear this loss. .

Separately, the Chiel Minist
visited the residence of former
Minister of State and sensor politi-
cian Mir Naseer Mengal in Karachi
10 inquire about his health.

“Mir Nascer Mengal is a
respecied and experienced figurein
Balochistan's politics,” Mr. Bugti
said. “His services are d

ble”

He asked about Mr. Meogal's
well-being and expressed best
wishes foc his recovery.

“l pray that Almighty Allah
granots him a speedy and complete
recovery.” he added. “May he once
again coatinue serving the public
wholcheartedly.”

PPP leader aod  National
Assembly candidate for NA-256
Khuzdar, Mir Sbhafiq-ur-Rehman
Mengal, was also preseat. Matters
ol“p'um.ll 1nterest and the overall

p jon were discussed.

@ CamScanner
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| The alarming figures,
. prehensive report by the Sustainable Social

Increasing child
abuse cases

Sexual abuse remains a pervasive and
deeply troubling issue in Pakistan, casting
along shadow over society. While the exact
figures are difficult to ascertain due to
underreporting, the available statistics and
anecdotal evidence paint a grim picture.
ted in a com-

Development  Organisation  (SSDO),
revealed the growing prevalence of child
sexual abuse. The report analysed cases
from Punjab, Sindh, K-P and Balochistan
during the five-year period. K-P recorded
1,360 cases (251%), Sindh reported 458 cases
(85%), and Balochistan accounted for 257
cases (5%). One of the most alarming reve-

lations was the 220% increase in reported.

cases in 2023 compared to 2019, indicating a
rapidly escalating crisis. The Lahore dis-
trictin Punjab reported the highest number
of cases, with 1,176 inddents during the
period. Even sparsely populated areas like
Kolai-Palas Kohistan District in K-B, witha
population of only 158,09 under the age of
18, recorded 84 cases. The SSDO has put
forward key recommendations to combat
child sexual abuse effectively in Pakistan,
including strengthening the enforcement
of existing laws through spedialized trin-
ing for law enforcement and judiciary,
ensuring the efficient functioning of fast-
track courts under the Zainab Alert Act

and amplifying community awareness
campaigns. It also recommended enhanc-
ing reporting mechanisms, fostering inter-
agency collaboration and establishing a
centralized national database for CSA cases
are also critical. Additionally, the recom-
mendations stressed the need for victim
support through child-friendly spaces,
trauma-focused counselling and financial
compensation, alongside the development
of robust legal frameworks to address
emerging challenges like online exploita-
tionand trafficking. No doubt the findings

" are serious and call for urgent, coordinated

action to combat child sexual abuse from
the country on priority basis. These figures
are not just statistics; they reflect the lives of
innocent children who have endured

unimaginable trauma and the 220%

increase in reported cases over five years is
a wake-up call for the nation. There is an
urgent need for stronger laws, robust
enforcement mechanisms and widespread
awareness campaigns to ensure child pro-
tection becomes a national priority. The
pivotal role of provindal governments in
addressing this crisis is ‘essential
Prevention programs aimed at educating
children about their rights and teaching
them to recognize and report abuse are
vitaL Similarly, community awuareness
campaigns can empower individuals to
identify potential perpetrators and inter-
vene when nevessary. It is also inevitable
that policymakers, law enforcement agen-
cies and civil society to join forves to tackle
the root causes of child sexual abuse.
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