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@ balochistantimes.pk @ @balochistantimes.pk O BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VdL XLV No. 1406 QUETTA Tuesday March 24, 2026 / Shawwal 04, 1447

Bugti reaffirms
commitment to
nation’s unity on
Paklstan Day

Staff Report-

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has reaffirmed the province's unwavering commitment to the

' stobility and integrity of Pakistan, declaring that the people of
Balocbistan have always acted as a “frontline force™ in safe-
guarding the nation.

la a special message marking Pakistan Day, Bugti described
March 23 as a landmark date in the country's history, remind-
u\; citizens of the immense sacrifices made for the ctulion of
an A, A 1% 1 A r“ Wiereliom or u‘e N

He hl;hhghled the historic importance of the Lahore
Resolution, noting that it laid the foundation for a scparate
state under the dynamic leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
Bugti said the day serves as a powerful reminder of the guid-
ing principles of unity, faith, and discipline—values that
remain crucial for national progress.

The chief minister urged citizens to rise above personal
interests and work collectively for the development and pros-
perity of the country, He stressed that the progress of
Balochistan is intrinsically linked to the progress of Pakistan
as a whole.

Reiterating his government’s commitment, Bugti said all
available resources would be utilized to ensure public welfare,
sustainable peace, and the writ of the stale across the province.
He called for national unity in the fight against terrorism and
extremism, asscrting that the sacrifices of the Pakistan Army
and security institutions would not go in vain.

Sarfraoz Bugti emphasized the role of youth as a valuable
pational asset, underscoring the need to equip them with mod-
crn educition and skills 1o secure a brighter future. He added

| that efforts are undemy in Balochistan to address public
grievances throughmeril, transparency, and good govemance.

Cnllms Pakistan a “'bouq\lcl of diverse cultures and lan-
guages,” he affirmed that all citizens cnjoy cqual rights within
tho state.

Paying tribute (o the martyrs of the Pakistan Movement,
nuglu said their sacrifices continue (o inspire the nation to
remain proud and responsible citizens.

He concluded his message by urging the public to prioritize
national interests above personal gains ond prayed for
Pakistan's enduring peace, stability, and prosperity.
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Development
of Balochistan

While sucvessive governments have paid
lip service to its development, the tangible
impact on the ground remains woe%ully
inadequate. The time for mere rhetoric is
over; the people of Balochistan demand
and deserve concrele measures that
address the deep-rooted issues of unem-
ployment, illiteracy, inadequate healthcare,
and dilapidated infrastructure that con-
tinue to hinder their progress. The scat-
tered population of Balochistan presents a
unique set of challenges. Communilies
residing in far-flung areas often face insur-
mountable obstades in accessing basic
necessities like healthcare and education.
The lack of viable economic opportunities
fuels frustration and can contribute to
social unrest. The g t must move
beyond short-term fixes and formulate a
comprehensive strategy for job creation.

+ This includes promoting local industries,

investing in vocational training and skill

. development programs aligned with mar-
+ ket demands, and fostering an environ-

ment conducive to entrepreneurship. The
alarmingly low literacy rates in Balochistan
are a major impediment to its socio-eco-
nomic advancement. Education is the cor-
nerstone of progress, and the government

must prioritize the functionalization and .

upgrading of schools and colleges across
the province. This requires not only ensur-

)

ing adequate infrastructure and resources
but also addressing the shortage of quali-

fied teachers, improving curriculum rele-

vance, and promoting access to quality
educationforall, especially girls. Innovative
solutions, such as mobile schools and digi-
tal leaming initiatives, can help reach
remote communities and overcome geo-
graphical barriers.

The state of healthcare infrastructure in
Balochistan is equally concerning,
Upgrading district hospitals with modern
facilities, ensuring the availability of quali-
fied medical professionals. For those living
in remote areas, the government must
invest in primary healthcare centers and
mobile health units to provide essential
medical services at their doorsteps.
Addressing malnutrition, maternal and
child health, and infectious diseases should
be key priorities. This includes the con-
struction and maintenance of roads, ensur-
ing reliable access to clean water and sani-

tation, and establishing a stable and effi-.

cient power supply. The development of
infrastructure must be a long-term, well-
planned endeavor, taking into account the
unique geographical challenges of the
province. The people of Balochistan are
weary of empty promises. They seek tangi-
ble actions, measurable outcomes, and a
genuine commitment from their govern-
ment to address their long-neglected needs.
It is time for the provindal administration
to move beyond rhetoric and implement
concrete policies and programs that will
lead to real and sustainable development.
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