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Balochl stan Times

© balochistantimes.pk ) @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1402 QUETTA Wednesday March 18, 2026 / Ramazan 28, 1447 . Rs: 3C

5,615 Pakistani safely
returned from Iran
via Gwadar &
Chagai: Bugti

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
'!\sesday has termed the large-scale repatriation of Pakistani
citizens from Iran as a result of an organized and coordinated
government effort.

He said on social networking site X that a total of 5615
Pakistani citizens have slfdy returned bome from Iran via
Gwadar and Chagai districts since February 28 till last night,
while 431 other foreign citizens, including 2117 Iranian driv-

\ ers, have also entered Pakistan fmm Iran.

The Balochistan Chicf Minister praised the timely and
effective performance of the district administrations of
Gwadar and Chagai and said that the arriving passengers were

-taken care of in the best possible manner, they were provided
with accommodation, food and other necessary facilities -nd
Ibeir safe transfer was cnsured.

{ ' He said that the government is fully mobilized for the con-
venience, nl'ety and comfort of passengers and all the con-
cerned agencies are performing their responsibilitics effi-
ciently with mutual coordination.

, The Chief Minister reiterated the commitment that the gov-

| emment is utilizing all available r to effective
management of border affairs, provision of public facilities
nnd welfare of pnssengcn at all costs.
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 Deployment
of more troops

~ The recent decision to deploy the
Federal Constabulary across Balochistan
marks a significant intensification of the
slale’s securily apparaltus in a province
long haunted by instability. By bringing
in approximately 3,000 personnel to man
sensilive arcas and curb the rise of extor-
tion, smuggling, and illicit financial sys-
tems, the joint leadership of Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugli is clearly
signaling a “zero tolerance” approach to
lawlessness. While the immediate need
to protect citizens and stabilize the econ-
omy is undeniable, history and local
expertise suggest that a strategy built
solely on using force is a temporary band-
age. The challenges facing Balochistan
are as much about governance and trust
as they are about security. The meeling’s
focus on the repatriation of refugees and
the dismantling of the hawala system
addresses the symptoms of a fractured
border economy, yet it risks further alien-
ating a public that already views federal
intervention with skepticism. There is a
fine line between enforcing the law and
creating a climate of fear. Experts have

' long warned that the over-reliance on

force without a parallel political track
only serves to deepen the sense of griev-
ance among the youth. If the goal is sus-

tainable peace rather than a mere pause
in hostilities, the heavy hand of the state
must be balanced by an open hand of
reconciliation.  Lasting  peace  in
Balochistan is ultimately a political prob-
lem that requires a political solution.
While the deployment of troops may
provide the necessary breathing room to
operale, it must be viewed as a precursor
to not a replacement for a genuine dia-

logue process. The federal government

must muster the political courage to

engage in meaningful negotiations with

all stakeholders, including those who

feel disenfranchised by the current sys-

tem. Without a roadmap for reconcilia-

tion that addresses socio-economic dis-

parities and political representation, the

current security surge risks becoming

another chapter in a long cycle of escala-

tion and resentment. Authorities must

recognize that the most effective “force”

for stability is a gopulalion that feels

heard and valued by its government. As

the Federal Constabulary takes up its

positions, the provincial and federal gov-

ermnments must simultaneously open the

doors of communication. True peace will

not be found at the end of a rifle, but at the

negotiating table where long-standing
grievances can be aired and addressed. It
is our hope that the current administra-
tion realizes that while strength can win
a battle, only justice and dialogue can
win the peace. Balochistan has seen
enough force; it is time it saw a path
toward genuine inclusion.
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