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Federal, provincial
govts pledge joint
efforts to curb
terrorism

QUETTA:A high-level meeting on law and order was held bere
on Monday at the Chief Minister's Secretariat under the chair-
manship of Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and
Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, in which senior
officials of federal and provincial institutions participated. The
meeting discussed in detail the overall law and order situation in
Balochistan, the return of Afghan refugees, the climination of
Hawala Hundi extortion, the prevention of smuggling and other
important issues. In the mecting, Chairman NADRA, Dircctor
General FIA, Director General NCCI and Inspector General
Federal Constabulary gave a comprehensive briefing on the
issues related to theirrespective institutions and informed about
the ongoing steps to curb illegal activities in the province,
improve institutional capacity and cslablish peace and stability.
The meeting took an important decision 1o seck the services of
Federal Constabulary 1o establish lasting peace in Balochistan.
In this regard, two wings of Federal Constabulary will be
deployed in the first phase, while a total of about three thousand
personnel will perform dutics in various scnsilive arcas of the
province to maiotain the law and order situation. The mecting
also decided that the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) in
Balochistan will be made more active and effective. For this
purpose, local people will be recruited on all the vacant posts in
the institution so that emiploymeht opportunities are provided to
the youth of the province and the performance of the institution
at the Jocal level can be further strengthened. During the meet-
ing, it was also agreed between the Balochistan government and
~«the federal gevernment that effective monitoring of anti-state
aclivities on social media will be ensurcd. In this regard, legal

action will be further intensificd against the clements involved |

in sprcmclen propaganda against the statc and national
institutions and mislcading the public. On this occasion, Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi assured the Balochistan gov-
crnment of all possible cooperation and said (hat the federal
government will continuc to fully cooperate with the
Balochistan government (o establish peace and stability in the
province and eliminate terrorism. He said that full support will
also be provided for increasing the professional capacity of the
Balochistan police, inodern training and provision of resources.
He said that we arc all well aware of the conditions in
Balochistan. All possible steps will be taken to establish lasting
peace. BalochistanChicl Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, while
addressing the meeting, said that the Balochistan government is
taking steps with full force and unwavering determination to
climinate terrorism and unrest, He said that the war against ter-
rorisin is not only a joint war of the sccurity forces but of the
entire nation and national unity and solidarity play a fundamen-
tal rol¢ in it. He said thot he has made it clear. from day onc that
the rule of law in Balochistan will be ensured at all costs and no
compromise will be made on the rule of law., The ChielMinister
<aid that et the elfective sty of the govemment and
mutual cooperation o‘fimtllutmns. the situation in the provinee
has clearly improved and today no highway is blocked in the
pame of protest in Balochistan. The Chict Minister appreciated
the cooperation of the federal government for establishing
peace in the province and said that the challenges of terrorism
and unrest will be defeated through joint efforts, a coordinated
stratcgy and national unity. At the end of the meeting, Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and Balochistan Chiel Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti realfirmed this resolve. He reiterated that
the federal and provincial governments will cnsure the estab-
lishment of lasting peace in Balochistan, the stability of state
governance. and the protection of lives and property of the peo-
ple through mutual cooperation and a coordinated siralegy. In
addition to federal officials, the mecting was attended by
Member of Provincial Assembly from Balochistan Mir Zia
Lango, Chief Sceretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan,
Additional Chief Sccretary Home Hamza Shafqat, IG Police
Bajochistan Muhammad Tahir Khan. Principal Secretary tothe
Chief Minister Imran Zarkoon and other officials.
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Chopping of trees

The recent suspension of the princi-
pal of Quetta’s agricultural college
marks a rare but necessary moment of
accountability in a province where
environmental degradation often goes
unchecked. Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugli's decision to act swiltly following
social media evidence of tree felling on
campus sends a clear signal: the “green
lungs” of our educational institutions
‘are not fuel for the hearth or obstacles
to be cleared, but sacred public assets.
By initiating a transparent inquiry, the
provincial ~ government is finally
acknowledging that the removal of
mature trees is not merely an adminis-
trative oversight, but a direct violation
of environmental protection principles
and state policy.

Quetta today is a city gasping for
breath. Once known for its orchards
and temperate climate, the provincial
capital is now a victim of its own expan-
sion. The relentless widening of roads
and a chronic lack of public awareness
have stripped the city of its canopy,
leaving residents to contend with rising
temperatures and deleriorating air
quality. It is a bitter irony that the very
institution tasked with advancing agri-
cultural science and environmental
stewardship became the site of such
ecological vandalism. When the guard-
ians of the soil are accused of uprooting

its fulure, the breach of trust extends
far beyond the college gates.

The paradox of Balochistan’s envi-
ronmental policy lies in the disconnect
between rhetoric and reality. Every
year, high-profile plantation drives see
millions of saplings buried in the earth
amid a flurry of photographs, yet the
actual green cover in Quetta continues
to shrink. A sapling planted today can-
not replace the ecological services car-
bon sequestration, shade, and dust fil-
tration provided by a decades-old tree.
Cutting down established trees without
exhauslive planning and public consul-
tation is a shortsighled strategy that the
province can no longer afford, espe-
cially as the devastating impacts of cli-
mate change become a daily reality for
its people.

This investigation must go beyond a
single suspension to address the sys-
temic rot that allows for such “negli-
Fence and mismanagement.” It is time

or the Balochistan government to move
past ceremonial planting and enforce a ' .*
strict moratorium on the cutting of old- """
growth trees in wurban centers.
Accountability should not depend on
whether a video goes viral; it should be
woven into the fabric of governance. If
we' continue to sacrifice our existing
trees for the sake of convenience or
poor planning, no amount of new sap-
lings will be able to save Quetta from
an increasingly arid and polluted
future.
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