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Reviving agri- sector

The economic landscape of Balochistan

s Intrinsically tied to the soil, yet the very
hackbone of 1ts provincial economy the
agricultural sector remains in a state of
perilous devay, While official thetoric fre-
quently acknowledpes agriculture as the
primary livelihood for the majority of the
,mpululilm, a slark  disconnect exists
wiween these pronouncements and the
reality on the ground. For decades, this
vital sector has languished on the periph-
cry of povernment priorities, suffering
from a chronic lack of investment, vision,
and  struclural reform, This systemic
neglect has not only stifled the economic
potential of the province but has also left
thousands of farming families trapped ina
cycle of poverty and diminishing returns,
e most visible symptom of this stagna-
tion is the continued reliance on archaic,
conveptional methods of farming and irri-
gation, In an era where plobal agriculture
is being, revolutionized l?/ precision tech-
nology and  waler-efficient  systems,
Bul(u'zinum'ﬁ farmers are largely” left 1o
fend for themselves with tools and tech-
nigues that have remained unchanged for
generations. These traditional practices are
increasingly unsustainable; they are labor-
Intensive, prohibitively expensive in terms
of fuel and maintenance for ouldated
m.u-hmvr?', and fundamentally inefficient,
The result Is a tragic paradox, farmers
invest their limited capital and backbreak-

an le v Bl (',;Lc;i w0 U

<

) '7'7 ()1‘: \_’_‘,,wﬁ s

Page No. /C’

ing, labor into the Jand, only to be met vith
yields that are a mere fraction of what
modern scientific agriculture could pro-
vide. Waler scarcity, perhaps the most
I‘rw.ln;; challenge in the region, is exacer-
hatedd by this Jix Luf madernization, While
the province grapples with depleting,
waler tables, the persistence of floc irrigp-
tion and other wasteful water manage-
ment techniques remains the norm. This is
nol a choice made by the farmers out of
stubbornness, but a necessity born of igno-
rance  regarding modern allernatives,
Because the government has failed s pro-
vide a robust extension service or technical
assistance,  the  farming,  community
remains completely isolated from scientific
advancements such as drip irmigation,
hydroponics, or climate-resilient seed varni-
elies. Without statéled initiatives to edu-
cate and subsidize the transition o these
technologies, the individual farmer cannot
be expected 1o bridgp the gap between the
nineleenth and  twenly-firt  centuries.
Furthermore, the absence of a structured
market and  cold-chain  infrastructure
means that even when a successful harvest
is achieved, much of the produce rots
before it reaches a profitable market, or
farmers are forced lo sell at exploitative
prices lo middlemen. Lis high time for the
authoritics and the provincial government
to recognize that Balochistan's prospenty
cannot be achieved while its primary eco-
nomic engine is stalled, Drastic reforms
are no longer optional they are an urgent
requirement.
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