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Jor (Bir¢ctor General)
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Cabinet announces austerity
measures, abolishes nearly
- 800 posts - .

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday chaired a meeting of pro-
vincial cabinct on sustenity.

In the meeting, important deci-
sions were faken to reduce govern-
ment expenditure and save fuel inthe
context of the current global and
regional situation.

The mecting decided that the
Balochistan  government would
iminedintcly ensure the implementa-
tion of the additional sustenty cam-
paign so that financial resources
could be used effectively.
w-i.‘l;e meeling Was informed that
the government 18 taking several

chical steps under the additonal
austenly campaign fo reduce gov-
ernment expenditure and m'e‘fucl.

In the cabinet meeting, it was
decided that all provincial ministers.
advisors and parhamentary sccrefar-
jes would take two will not take a
month's salary, while a voluntary 25

percent cut would be made in the

salaries of all members of the provia-
cial assembly.

Similarly, government officers in
grade 20 and above whose salary is
more than three bundred thousand
rupees would also voluntarily give
two days' salary to the government.

However, government employees
serving in the health and education
sectors have been exempted from
this cut.

The cabinet also decided lo intro-
duce new rules regarding official
meectings and events.

It was decided in the meeting that
all future official meetings would be
held mostly through video link or

online method o that unnecessary
2 e

The meeting also decided to
change the timings and procedures of
government offices. According to the
cabinet, government offices in the
province would work four days a
week; however, institutions provid-

nurober of guests at wedding cere-
monies would be limited to a maxi-
mum of 200 people and cnly one dish
could be allowed to be served
Similarly, the speed of vehicles on
highways has been directed to be

ing banking and other essential ser-
vices would be exempted from this.
Filty percent of the stafl in gov-
emment offices would work from
home on a rotating basis. The gov-
crnment has also advised the private
sector 1o consider haviog half of its
stafl work from home and adopting a
four-Jday office weck.
The cabinet also took an impor-
"M A ™ 1

kept between 65 and 80 kilometers
per hour so that fuel consumption
could be kept 10 8 munimum.

While oddressing the cabinet
mecting, Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that the aus-
tenty campaign has been started
from the Chiel Minister Secretanat,
where aboul cight hundred posts
have been eliminated so that a sig-

tont deci garding

naficant red in government
diture could be brought about

institutions and d spriog

travel and exp can be 4
along with this, no official dinners
would be allowed except for foreign
delegations,

It will be mandatory to obtain

jor permission from the relevant
departments for organizing seminars
and training programs and they
could be held only in government
buildings or auditoriums.

holidays in all schools, colleges and
universities in the province until
March 23. 2026,

However, it was clanfied that the
exams would be held as per thear pre-
determined schedule and hohdays
could not apply to them.

The mecung also set some guide-
lines regarding social events and
public activities, under which the

p

He sand that the government is sel-
ting an example and taking steps to
reduce expenditure and this step
would enable resources to be spent
more eflectively on public welfare,

The Chief Munister also urged all
governmeot institutions and the pub-
hie to cooperate fully wth the gove
cmment 10 conserve energy ood
resources.
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Green bus service
for Turbat

The inauguration of the Green Peoples
Bus Service in Turbat by Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugli on March 9, 2026,
marksahistoricmilestoneinBalochistan’s
journey toward urban modernization. By
making Turbat the second city in the
province to host a state-of-the-art public
transport system, the provincial govern-
ment has finally addressed a long-stand-
ing grievance of the residents of Kech
District. For a region that has historically
lacked dignified commuting options, the
arrival of these hybrid-electric buses
equipped with air conditioning, wheel-
chair access, and digital route displays is
more than just a logistical upgrade; itis a
vital step toward sodial equity and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Thestalistics associated with the launch
are promising; initially, four modern
buses will ply a 19-kilometer route with 18
designated stations, facilitating approxi-
mately 4,500 passengers daily. Newl{
introduced buses are equipped wit
modern fadilities and have seating for 37
passengers, while accommodating up to
100 commuters including standing pas-
sengers. In the first phase, four buses have
been allocated for the city. The Chief

| Minister’s announcement that a Pink Bus
| Service for women will follow next year
further underscores a commitment to

inclusive development. However, for this
“healthy effort” to translate into a provin-
cial success story, the government must
avoid the pitfalls of stagnation. While
Quetta’s Green Bus fleet recently
expanded to 25 vehicles, many major
routes in the provincial capital such as
Sabzal Road, Double Road, and Qambrani
Road remain underserved. If the second
largest city in the province, Turbal, is to
flourish, its bus network must be progres-
sively expanded to cover all suburban
areas of the district, ensuring that the
working class and students are the pri-
mary beneficiaries. Ultimately, the Green
Bus Service should not remain a localized
luxury for just two cities. To truly revolu-
tionize mobility in Balochistan, the pro-
vincial administration must allocate the
necessary resources to spread this net-
work to every district headquarters. A
modern transport system is the backbone
of economic activity; it reduces the cost of
living, eases traffic congestion, and con-
nects remote populations to urban oppor-
tunities. It is hoped that the momentum
Fenemt_ed inTurbat will serve as a catalyst
or a province-wide transport policy,
where safe, affordable, and green travel
becomes a right for every citizen, rather
than a rare privilege. It was long standing
demand of people that government launch
public transport in cities like Turbat and
ultimately the first phase of launching

n bus service started in remote dis-
tricts and hopefully it will continue to
reach to other districts very soon.
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