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Suspending
academic activities

The Balochistan government’s decision
to shutter all public and private educa-
tional institutions from March 9 to March

' 23 is a stark reflection of how global geo-
political volatility can paralyze local

social infrastructure. Triggered by the

. “fuel bomb” of rising international oil

prices and the tightening of supply routes
through the Strait of Hormuz, this two-

- week hiatusis framed as a strategic neces-

sity to curb national fuel consumption. By
suspending the daily commute of thou-
sands of students and faculty, particularly
in energy-intensive urban centers like
Quetta, the provincal administration
hopes to achieve significant fuel savings
during a period of acute scarcity.

i However, using the education sector as a

primary lever for energy conservationis a
high-stakes gamble- that risks further
marginalizing a student population
already struggling with a fragmented
academic calendar and the lingerin
effects of regional instability. While the

. official notification encourages a shift to

virtual learning and online assignments,

' this directive ignores the harsh digital

reality of Balochistan. Ina province where
vast geographical stretches remain offline
duie to “security reasons” and systemic
backwardness, the “online alternative” is
a privilege reserved for a tiny urban elite.

For the majority of students in remote dis-
tricts, an internet-based curriculum is an
architectural impossibility. Without relia-
ble 4G connectivity or consistent electric-
ity, the transition to digital platforms is
not a solution but a barrier that deepens
the educational divide. Education experts
and parents are rightly concerned that
this closure, occurring so close to critical
examination cycles, will result in a per-
manent loss of learning momentum that
cannot be recovered lﬁmugh unguided
homework or inaccessible Zoom lectures.
The provincial government must recog-
nize that closing schools should be the
absolute last resort in any national auster-
ity plan, not the first. If the state is serious
about minimizing the academic fallout, it
must move beyond decorative notifica-
tions and take pragmatic, ground-level
steps. This includes prioritizing fuel quo-
tas for school transport over non-essential
government motorcades and | ensuring
that if schools must remain closed, the
“online” mandate is supported by tempo-
rary community-based learning centers
or televised educational broadcasts that

g donot require high-speed data. Every day

aclassroom remainslocked in Balochistan
is aday of lost potential for a province that -
already faces a staggering out-of-school
population. The authorities must ensure
that the burden of global energy crises is
not placed disproportionately on the
shoulders of Lhe youth, whose right to an
education should be considered as essen-
tial as the fuel that powers the state.
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