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SUBJECT:- PRESS CLIPPINGS.

kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

‘clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

rector General)

Jor (

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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CM Bugti launches Green
Peoples Bus Service in Turbat

Announces Tump district setup to strengthen local governance

StaffReport

TURBAT: The Balochistan govern-
ment has officially launched (he
Green Peoples Bus Service in Turbat,
making it the second city in the prov-
ince after Quetta to receive the mod-
e public transport system.

The initiative aimed 1o provide

residents with safe, comfortable, and

cMicient travel facilities  while
improving urban mobility across the
region.

The Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has inaugurated the service at
the Qircuit House in Turbat,

The ccremony was attended by
provincial munisters including Mir
Zahoot Abned Duledi, Mir Shoaib
Noshierwani, Mu Asghar Rind, and
Asim Kur\! Gello, along with other
representatives and government ofli-
cials, Speaking at the ceremony, CM

Bugti said the launch of the service is
intended to provide citizens with
modem, secure, and reliable trans-
port facilitics, casing daily commut-
ing for residents. He deseribed the
project as a significant step toward
strengthening  wiban transport in
Balochistan.

“This service will not only benefit
residents of Turbat city but will also
serve people across the entire Kech
Distnict,” Bugti said, crediting pro-
vincial ininister  Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi and other assembly members
from Kech for their gollective eforts.

Sarfraz Dugti also announced that
a Piok Bus Service dedicated to
women would soon be intruduced to
ensure safe and consenient travel tor
female passengers.

Accopding to oflicials, the newly
introduced buses are equipped With
modemn facilities and have scating

copacity for 37 passengers, while
accommodating up to 100 passengers
including  standing  commulers.
Under the initial phase of the project,
four buses have been allocated for
Turbat Authoritics plan to cstablish
18 bus stations across the city, with
the buses operating along a 19-kilom-
cter route connecting Turbat with
nearby suburban arcas,

The service is expected to facili-
tate (ravel for approximately 4,500
passengers daily.

The buses include designated scat-
ing for women, children, and senior
citizens, wheelchair accessibility,
emergency exits, fire extingwishers,
and outomatic  hydraulic  doors.
Morcover, Mir Sarlraz Bugti on
Monday announced establishment of
Tump as anew disteiet, describing the
move as a key step towanl strengthe
ening the administrative structure

and improving govemance at the
Jocal level. Duning his visit to Turbat,
Sarfraz Dugti officially handed over
the notification for the creation of
Tump Distnict  to  Provincial
Parliamentary Secretary for Encrgy
Mir Asghar Rind,

He said the new district would help
streamline  administrative  affairs,
accelerate  development  activities,
and cnsure governmenl  scrvices
reach residents at their doorstep,

Sarlraz Bugti cmphmml that the
prov ll‘lCIJl governiment IS pnommng
the dewlopment of remote and
underdeveloped areas of Balochistan.
He noted that establishing new dis-
tricts is essential for strengthemng
the adnmstiative Tramewwk and
cuhancing governance al the grasse
roots kvel, enabling authonities 1o
address public issues more effec-
tively
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Focﬁsing bordering
districts

The intensifying conflict centered on
Iran, marked by the recent military strikes

‘and the ensuing regional instability, has

cast a long and chilling shadow over the
bordering districts of Balochistan. For the
residents of the Makman and Rakhshan
divisions spanning districts like Gwadar,
Kech, Panjgur, Chagai, and Washuk this is
not merely a distant geopolitical event; it is
an immediate threat to their survival. For
decades, these border communities have
existed in a state of “informal” economic
integration with Iran, relying on a cross-
border flow of commodities that provides
nearly 80% of their food and fuel. With the
recent closure of key crossings the lifeline
that sustains hundreds of thousands of
people has been abruptly severed. The
provincial government must recognize
that the historical neglect of these regions’
connectivity to the Pakistani mainland has
left them uniquely vulnerable to this exter-
nal shock. The current crisis has exposed
the fragile reality that Pakistani-produced
fuel and food supplies rarely reach these
western outposts in sufficient or affordable
quantities. As Iranian exports are halted to
prioritize its own wartime needs, the price
of hasic staples like flour, cooking oil, and
LPG has already begun to skyrockel in
local markets, with reports of costs dou-
bling in remote towns like Mashkel. This is

not just a logistical hurdle; it is a burgeon-
ing humanitarian disaster. The fishing
industry in Gwadar, already reeling from
high operational costs, faces a total stand-
still as Iranian diesel the only affordable
energy source for local boats disappears
from the black market. If the Balochistan
government does not intervene with a s,
dalized supply chain strategy, the "inl::
mal” economy that has long been the
region’s backbone will collapse, leaving a
vacuum that could lead to widespread
social unrest and extreme food insecurity.
The provincial administration must pivot
from reactive concern to proactive emer-
gency management. It is essential that the
government establishes “green corridors”
to transport essential commodities from
the country’s central hubs directly to the
border districts at subsidized rates. Relying
on the hope that the border will reopen is
no longer a viable policy; instead, the state
must bridge the geographic divide by
improving road networks and setting up
temporary warehouses for grain and fuel
Furthermore, the authorities must crack
down on the internal hoarding that invari-
ably accompanies such crises, ensuring
that whatever stock remains is sold at reg-
ulated, affordable prices. The people of
Balochistan’s borderlands have long lived
on the periphery of the state's attention; in
this hour of regional war, the government's
ability to provide a “respectable bread-
winning opportunity” and basic suste-
nance wilﬂw the ultimate test of its com-
mitment to its most vulnerable citizens.
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