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Balochistan Times

GROUP

@ balochistantimes pk @ @balochistantimespk {)BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VoL XLV No. 1388 QUETTA Wednesday March 04, 2026 / Ramazan 14, 1447

QUETTA: CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding over a meeting to review restoration and operationalization of Pasni Fish Harbour, on Tuesday.

Bug

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD/Quctta:

that transparency and effective
monitoring ore being ensured to
guaranice the proper utilization
of re

Balochistan Chief Mini Mir
Sarfarnz Bugti met with Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari bere,
where they discussed the overall
political situation of Balochistan,
its development strategy, and
ongoing Projects in detail.

During the meeting, Chief
Minister Bugti provided the PPP
Chairman with a comprehensive
bricfing on the ongoing develop-
meat schemes, public welfare
ijects. and the law and order
situation in the province He also
\nformed Bilawal Bhutto about
{he measures being taken to
ymprove infrastructure, educa-
non, health,  communication
links, and the development of the
coastal belt.

CM Bugti stated that the
Balochistan government is tak-
ing slcps on a pricnty basis to
bring the fruus of development
1o the backward and remotc arcas
of the provioce. He emphasized

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari sppreciated the ongoing
development  activities in

Balochistan and reiterated that
the sustainable development of
the province and public prosper-
ity are the top priorities of his
party. He reaffirmed the resolve
that full cooperation will be con-
tinued at the federal level to help
solve the problems facing
Balochistan and to complele its
developmeni projects.

It was agreed during the meets

ing that joint efforts would be
further intensified for the socio-
cconomic  development  of
Balochistan, the provision of
employment opportunities for
the youth, and the resolution of
public 13sucs on a priority basis.

Morcover, Chiel Minister
(CM), Mur Sarfraz Bugti, reaf-
firmed the Balochistan govern-
ment’s commitment that efforts
will continue to take concrete

i, Bilawal pledge joint €
for Balochistan’s development

CM Balochistan orders feasibility report for Pasni Fish Harbour restoration

and sustainable steps to promote
coastal development, boost the
fisheries sector, and strengthen
the province's marinc cconomy.

A high-level meeting chaired
by CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti was
held in Quetta on Tuesday to
review the restoration and opera-
tionalization of the Pasni Fish
Harbour, with a focus on mod-
ernizing the fisheries sector and
ensuring the barbor’s full fune-
tionality.

The session was attended by
Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman,
Member of the Provincial
Assembly from Gwadar; Chiel
Seccretary Dalochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khau: Addiional Chiefl

Secretary  (Development &
Planning) Zahid  Saleem
Additional  Chief  Secretary
(Home) Hamza  Shafqaat

Secretary Fisheries Tariq Qamar;
and other semier officials from
relevant departments.

Officials bricfed the Chief
Minister on the current condition
of Pasni Fish Harbour, 1ts chal-
lenges, and proposed strategics

]

B A

orts

for rehabilitation. Sarfraz Bugti
directed authorities to prepare a
compreheasive feasibility report
on the barbor's restoration and
submit it by May this year o
enable timely exccution.

Expressing strong displeasure
over illegal trawling, Bugh
issued clear directives to coos
cerned agencies to protect fish-
ermen’s rights and take indis-
criminate action against umlaw-
ful pracuces.

He underscored that safe-
guarding marine resourses and
protecting the economie tnlers
ests of local fishermen remain
top prionties for the provinsial
government.

Sarfraz Bugti noted that the
revival of Pasm Fish Harbour
would not only strengthen the _
local economy but also create
new cwployment opportunities,
directly benefiting residents of
Gwadar and adjoiming coastal
areas. He instructed departments
10 ensure transparency, profes.
siopal expertise, and adherence
to timehines in all measures

@ CamScanner
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Evolving
water policy

Pakistan’s uncontrolled population
growth, changing climate patterns,
and poor planning have led to the
depletion of the country’s resources,
particularly water. The country has
been confronling waler scarcity for a
long time, but no effective water stor-
age strategy has been adopted by suc-
cessive goverpments. If serious sleps
are not taken, the water crisis will
become graver in the coming days. In
case the government fails to devise a
viable strategy on an effective conser-
vation and storage plan now, per capita
water availability will decrease signifi-
cantly. According to a report released

. by the Pakistan Council of Research in

Water Resources (PCRWR), the country
touched the “waler stress line” in 1990
and crossed the “water scarcity line” in
2005. Needless to say, this will have a
drastic effect on the country. Sadly, the
country’s water storage capacity is one
of the lowest in the world, an! its per
capita capacity of 121 cubic metres is
equal to that of Ethiopia. The per capita
storage capacity of some developed
countries, such as the United States
and China, is over 2,000 cubic metres.
Even India, which is several limes more
populous than Pakistan, has a per cap-
ita storage capacity of 200 cubic metres.

U -

The storage capacity of Pakistan’s
major national reservoirs manages
only 10 per cent of annual inflow
against the world average of 40 per
cent. This is the reason for the decrease
in waler slorage capacity Lo less than 30
days against a minimum requirement
of 120 days. The waler situation in
Balochistan in general and its capital,
Quetta, in particular, has become a
serious problem. The groundwater
level has dropped to an alarming level
owing to overpumping, The authorities
concerned still lack proper planning
and strategies to meet the water crisis
in the coming days. The city, having a
population of over 3 mllfi{on, relies
solely on groundwater. The alarmingly
depleting level of groundwaler is dan-
gerous, and the government must real-
ise the gravity of this issue before the
city runs completely dry. It must lake
appropriate sleps, such as building
multipurpose dams, and strengthen-
ing of the existing reservoirs. The
Water Apportionment Accord of 1991
must be implemented to bridge inter-
provincial differences. The govern-
ment must also work on spreading
awareness about the proper use of
waler. The government must ban vehi-
cle service centres where clean and
pure water is excessively used for car
washing. The government should also
install water recycling plants so that
recycled water can be utilised for pur-
poses other than drinking.
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