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Bugti orders early
completion of Rakhm
Bekar Road project,
expansion of telehealth,
- merit-based hiring

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Thursday expressed deep concern over the slow pace of the
Rakhni to Bekar blacktop road project, stressing that delays in
development projects are unacceptable.

He made these remarks while presiding over a meeting to review
the progress of the road’s construction. During the session, ¢on-
cerned authorities briefed the Chief Minister on the ongoing work.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti directed that the construction company,
superintending engineer. and Xen remain on-site until the pro-
ject’s completion to accelerate progress and ensure no com-
promise on quality. He further instructed that the blacktop and
brxlgeconﬂrncnonabngd:emmbewmpktedwnhmﬂr
stipulated timeline.

The Chief Minister emphasized that timely completion of
the project would improve transportation in the area and pro-
vide greater convenience to the public. He also instructed the
Secretary of Communications and Works (C&W) to visit the
site every month 1o personally monitor progress and ensure
both timely and high-quality completion of the project.

Moreover, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti chaired a high-
Jevel review meeting to assess the progress of telehealth services
across Balochistan, the implementation of a public model health
plan in Upper Dera Bugti, and other key healthcare initiatives.

The session was attended by Provincial Health Minister

Bakht Mehammad Kakar, Ch»dSmehryShbdQnduKh-.
Health Secretary Mujeeb ur Rehman Panezai, and other senior
officials. Participants received a detailed briefing on the prov-
ince-wide telehealth system 2nd the estzblishment of 2 model
health district in Upper Dera Bugti. Sarfraz Bugti directed
authorities to ensure merit-based recruitment of hospital staffin
Upper Dera Bugti and Sui, stressing that no administrative or
political pressure would be tolerated in the hiring process.

Highlighting the importance of techaology in healthcare
delivery, he emphasized the need to expand telchealth ser-
vices. noting that digital solutions can play a crucial role in
providing medical care to remote and underserved areas.

He also instructed officials to expedite administrative
arrangements to ensure quality healthcare at the district level,
enabling timely and effective treatment for the public.

The meeting also reviewed operationzl matters related to
Bacha Khan Memorial Hospital in Zarghoon Housing Scheme,
Quetta. Bugti underscored that strengthening basic health
units is essential to delivering healthcare at people’s doorsteps,
which remains a top priority of the provincial government.

CM Sarfraz Bugti reiterated the government’s commitment
to strengthening and streamlining the telehealth system across
the province. He emphasized that a robust monitoring mecha-
msm:smdtspnsabhmmretnnspumcyef&mand
_quality in healthcare service delivery.

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1409 QUETTA Friday March 27, 2026 / Shaww
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Addressing
sanitation issue

Proper disposing off of trash and
garbage is one of the main issues being
taced by every big city in Balochistan
purticu?nrl_v that of Quetta. However,
appropriate planning on the part ol
government, administration, collecting,
trash with modern equipment and
more importantly the cooperation of
citizens are inevitable for maintaining
the city clean. Like other main cities ol
the country, Quetta city is also seri-
ously confronted with this issue, which
has blemished its beauty. At present,
Quetta  Metropolitan  Corporation
(QMC) has remained unsuccessful to
maintain the cleanliness of the city yet
over population, lack of resources and
manpower, have become a challenge
for QMC. Regrettably, the condition of
roads, sewerage lines and dumped gar-
bage everywhere shows ineffective-
ness of concerned authorities. Recent
rains in Quetta has unveiled the per-
formance of concerned authorities and
planners. Some areas of ‘the city have
become no go areas where heaps of
garbage lay for months. It is need of the
hour that authorities concerned, QMC
must revamp its system and come up
with an extensive drive of cleanliness
in Quetta. The entire Quetta city
should be given due priority instead of

focusing on a few areas. The main sew-
erage lines must be cleaned on priority
basis and the top of sewerage lines
should be covered with a lid so that the
waste should not fall into sewerage
lines. The government ought to ful(till
the needs of QMC and provide it all
possible resources and assistance so
that it could increase its capacity in
dealing the cleanliness challenge of the
city. Government claims it is working,
on beautification of Quelta cily.
However, unless the issue of cleanli-
ness is addressed, sewerage lines are
cleaned and piles of garbage are prop-
erly disposed of the cosmetic beautifi-
cation of the city will meaningless. It is
essential that all stakeholders should
realize their responsibilities and come
up with proper planning to address the
issue of cleanliness of Quetta city. The
cooperation of citizens, particularly
shopkeepers is inevitable to keep
Quetta city clean and without the coop-
eration of citizens the dream of clean
and beautiful Quetta cannot be materi-
alized. While cleanliness drives are
necessary, and have been conducted in
the past as well, they are short-term,
cosmetic solutions to the long-stand-
ing, structural problems of waste man-
agement. If Quetta belongs to every-
one, as is often claimed, then all parties
with a stake in the city’s affairs must
rise above petty political point-scoring
and come together to find long-lasting
solutions.
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E - Bikes & Austerity Measures

The Balochistan government launched a new scheme to put modern
electric bikes on the roads. At the same time, it had to make some very
difficult and painful decisions to conserve resources

Let's start with the good news. The new Electric Bikes Scheme is a
commendable step forward. It is aimed at the people who need it most:
students, working women, and the general public. This is not just
about giving people a new way to get around. It is about solving real
problems. Fuel is expensive. By providing e-bikes on easy install-
ments, the government is directly reducing the fuel burden on families.
Secondly, this measure is aligned with the Climate Change Policy of
Government of Balochistan, These eco-friendly bikes run on batteries
and produce no smoke. In a city like Quetta, which can get congested,
less pollution is always a good thing. With a range of 70 to 100 kms
on a single charge, these bikes are perfect for daily commutes. It is a
modern, smart, and eco-friendly solution. But on the very same day,
the government had to face a tough financial reality. In a special cabi-
net meeting, they announced a series of serious austerity measures.
This shows us that while the government wants to move forward with
new ideas, it is also dealing with a lack of financial resources.
Provincial ministers and advisers will give up two months of their
salary. Members of the Provincial Assembly are taking a 25% pay cut.
Even top government officers will contribute two days' pay. It is good
to see that essential services like health and education are protected
from these cuts, but it shows how serious the situation is.

But the cuts go deeper than just salaries. The government is chang-
ing how it works. Offices will now have a four-day work week, with
half the staff working from home. This is a smart way to save electric-
ity and fuek Even official meetings will mostly happen online to stop
unnecessary travel. They are also looking at how we all live. Big,
fancy government dinners are banned, except for foreign guests.
Seminars must be held in government buildings, not expensive hotels.
They have even suggested that wedding parties should be small, with
only one dish and a limit of 200 guests. And to save fuel, drivers are
being asked to keep a steady speed on the highway. By asking every-
one, from ministers to newlyweds, to cut back, they are sending a
message that we all need to be careful. The decision to close schools
for an extended spring holiday until March 23rd, while keeping exams
on schedule, is another example of trying to save on running coss.

The current government is trying to walk two paths at once. One
path is the path of progress, of new technology, and of making life
easier for the common person with schemes like the e-bikes. The other
path is the difficult road of financial responsibility, of making tough
choices, and of asking everyone to share the burden. The current cabi-
net must be commended for the timely austerity measures and the
launcl} of an eco-friendly scheme. However, the implementation of the
austerity measures must be ensured to tackle the current crises effec- !

tively. Additionally, it should be guaranteed that the e-bike scheme |
benefits the intended class.
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