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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti offering fateha on death of uncle of Minister for Health Bakht Muhammad Kakar on Saturday,

principles and contrary to government policies. He stressed ~— =
that illegal felling of trees would not be tolerated under any

Bugti; Suspénds circumstances.

Following his directives, the principal of the concerned
agI 101.111111'31 agricultural college has been suspended to ensure a transpar-
ent and impartial investigation. Officials said the suspension is

intended to facilitate a fair inquiry and establish the facts sur- |

college principal OVer s e

“f The CM directed relevant authorities to conduct a compre-
tre e Cuttln bensive inquiry, identify those responsible, and determine
‘ g whether negligence, mismanagement, or violations ol iuley

. : ; occurred at any level. He warned that if wrongdoing is proven,

strict legal action will be taken in accordance with the law.
Reiterating the government’s commitment, Sarfraz Bugti
said the provincial administration places high priority on
| environmental conservation, tree plantation, and protection of

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister (CM) of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz

Ahmed Bugti, has taken strict notice of the reported cutting of

trees inside the premises of an agricultural college after videos bli " H sized : or violations

and Photognphs of the incident circulated widely on social f; “‘;l:;olmp,i;:m.wwu :hm“ bzelgolhesr?t:i

media. ; : | CM Bugti further reaffirmed that the Government of
Expressing strong displeasure, Sarfraz Bugti termed the ' p )0 histan will ensure strict implementation of environment-

.ucp_d tree cutting a violation of environmental protection | Ariendly policies across the province. -

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Bugti offers talks to

resolve conflicts

Stresses dialogue over armed confrontation,
announces measures on missing persons

@ SARDAR HAMEED KHAN
QUETTA

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti declared
his readiness for nego-
tiations to settle any dis-
putes, but firmly rejected
talks at gunpoint, stress-
ing that Pakistan remains

the identity for the Baloch
people.

Speaking in the
provincial assembly

session on Friday, he
urged reflection on the
futlity of an endless war
and criticized the use of
suicide jackets, saying it
serves no purpose for the
Baloch nation.

Bugti asserted that his
government would work
to fix Balochistan during
its tenure. He highlighted
fiscal responsibility,
announcing that for the
first time, the province
saved Rsi4 billion from
the non-development
budget through an
austerity campaign. This
included eliminating 435
positions in the Chief
Minister’'s Secretariat
and curbing unnecessary
expenditures, such as Rs1

billion previously spent on
newspapers.

On cultural preservation,
the chief minister said
mother tongues in
Balochistan are nearing
extinction, and . his

government is taking

steps to protect them.
Investigations - into
language academies
revealed irregularities,
prompting decisions to
strengthen their boards
by including Finance
Department officers and
ensuring funds are not
misused against the
state. He acknowledged
the role of Balochi poetry
in inspiring . youth
emotions and committed
to providing more support
to these academies while
preventing any anti-state
activities funded by public
money.,

Addressing the long-
standing issué
missing persons, Bugti
distinguished between
enforced and voluntary
disappearances, calling
for public awareness of
ground realities. He noted
that similar or higher

of '

Chief Minister said
mother tongues

in Balochistan are
nearing extinction

numbers exist in other
provinces like Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, and even
the United States reports
around 20,000 missing
cases. The government has
established a mechanism,
passed legislation in the
assembly, and is setting
up two centers, one fully
operational and the other
nearing completion, to
handle cases transparently.
Under the new framework,
families and magistrates
must be informed within 12
hours of detention, weekly
meetings with relatives
during investigations are
mandated, and extensions
beyond three months
require Balochistan High
Court approval. Bugti
emphasized action over

rthetoric, stating he is

a victim rather than a
beneficiary of the issue
and aims to resolve it
permanently,

The session, presided
over by Speaker Captain
(retired) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai and delayed
by half an hour, also
featured debate on the
Balochistan Public Service
Commission (Amendment)
Bill, 2026. The bill seeks to
exempt certain procedural
requirements and extend
the term of Chairman
Justice (retired) Kailash
Nath Kohli.

Bugti praised Kohli as
an exemplary figure of
integrity, ‘honesty, and
diligence, noting his
appointment during Dr
Abdul Malik Baloch’s
tenure restored the
commission’s reputation
after past corruption.

Dr Abdul Malik raised
concerns over targeted
killings ' of National
Party workers in various
districts, urging the
govemfnent to curb them.
He also,opposed dissolving
the Balochistan Council
Authority and Pasni
Fish "Harbour, warning
of job losses for 250-300
employees and suggesting
improvements instead.
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Quetta, the capital city of
Balochistan, has been struggling with
a poor sewerage line system for years.
The city’s sewerage infrastructure is
inadequate, outdated, and poorly
maintained, leading to frequent block-
ages, overflows, and contamination
of water sources. Many areas of the
city lack access to proper sewerage
facilities, forcing residents to rely on
makeshift arrangements. The existing
sewerage lines are often old, cracked,
and damaged, leading to frequent
blockages and overflows. The sewer-
age system is unable to handle the
city’s growing population, resulting in
frequent backups and overflows.

The sewerage lines are not regularly
cleaned and maintained, leading to the
accumulation  of sludge and debris.
Regrettably, people, particularly shop-
keepers do not follow the SOPs and
throw all waste, trash and debris
directly into the sewerage lines that fur-
ther;complete the situation. The poor
sewerage system has led to the contami-
nation of nearby water sources, posing a
significant health risk to residents.

Owing to the poor and old system
most of the drinking water pipelines
are passing through sewerage lines
therefore, the complaints of people of
contaminated water coming into
their houses is frequent which is a
critical issue and serious threat to
human lives.

The contamination of water sources
and the presence of sewage on the
streets pose a significant health risk
to residents, particularly children
and the elderly. Thus the ratio of dis-

‘eases, illness amongst people par-
ticularly in children and women are
highway.

Similarly the release of untreated
sewage into the environment has led to
the pollution of nearby water bodies
and soil. The pdor sewerage system has
also had economic impacts, including
the loss of productivity and revenue due
to frequent closures of businesses and
industries. The poor sewerage system
has also had social impacts, including
the loss of dignity and quality of life for
residents.

To address these issues, the govern-
ment and local authorities have to initi-
ate their efforts at the earliest by upgrad-

ing and expanding the sewerage infra- |
structure, improving maintenance and |
cleaning of sewerage lines, implement- |

ing new technologies and systems to

manage wastewater and increasing |

public awareness and education on
proper waste disposal and hygiene
practices. More needs to be done to
address the scale and complexity of
the issue. It requires a sustained and
coordinated effort from the govern-
ment, local authorities, and residents to
ensure a safe and healthy environment
for the people of Quetta. It is hoped that
the newly formed government would
play its constitutional role in addressing
the basic issues of Quetta.
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Snatched in Seconds

Incidents of mobile phone snatching and motorbike theft at gunpoint have
become alarmingly common in Quetta and several other urban centers of
Balochistan, this sacred Ramzan is increasingly being overshadowed by a dis-
turbing rise in street crimes, creating fear among ordinary citizens. Residents
say the situation has worsened noticeably during Ramzan. Many people come
out in the evenings to buy food for iftar or late at night for shopping and
prayers. This increased movement of people on the streets appears to have pro-
vided an opportunity for criminals. Armed robbers target pedestrians, shop-
keepers, and commuters, often threatening them with guns before snatching
their belongings. Mobile phones have become one of the most common tar-
gets. Criminals know that smartphones are valuable and easy to sell. In many
reported cases, people walking on roads or standing outside shops suddenly
find themselves surrounded by armed men on motorcycles. Within seconds,
their phones are taken and the criminals disappear into the darkness. Victims
are often left shocked and helpless. Motorbike snatching is another serious
problem. For many families in Balochistan, a motorbike is not a luxury but a
necessity. It is the main means of transportation for going to work, attending
school, and running daily errands. When criminals steal a motorbike at gun-
point, they do not just take away a vehicle; they disrupt the entire routine of a
family. Recovering the stolen vehicle is often difficult, and many victims can-
not afford to buy another one. Citizens are also expressing concern on social
media and in local gatherings.

Many are asking why criminals seem to be acting so boldly and what steps
are being taken to stop them. While law enforcement agencies do conduct
patrols, people believe that stronger and more visible action is needed to
restore public confidence. Experts believe that several factors may be con-
tributing to the rise in street crime. Economic difficulties, unemployment, and
weak monitoring in certain areas can create conditions where criminal activi-
ties increase. During Ramzan, when markets are busy and people carry cash or
expensive phones, criminals may see an easy chance to strike. Citizens expect
the police and other security agencies to take swift and effective measures.
Increased patrolling, better surveillance, and quick response to complaints can
make a big difference. Installing more CCTV cameras in busy markets and
main roads could also help identify and arrest criminals. Community coopera-
tion is equally important. Residents should report suspicious activity and sup-
port efforts to keep their neighborhoods safe,

When citizens and law enforcement work together, it becomes much harder
for criminals to operate freely. Ramzan should be a month of safety, compas-
sion, and unity, not fear and anxiety. The rising incidents of mobile snatching
and motorbike theft in Quetta and other cities of Balochistan must be taken
seriously. Strong and immediate action is needed to protect the public and
ensure that people can observe this holy month with peace of mind. If the
authorities act decisively now, they can restore confidence and send a clear
message that crime will not be tolerated. The people of Balochistan deserve

safe streets, especially during a month that is meant to bring spiritual peace
and community harmony.
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