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necessary aetion.

Jor (Director General)

The Press Secretary tfo

Chief Minister, Balochistan, Queiia.
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Balochistan unveils
10-year development plan

Provincial Action Plan to cost
Rs4 trillion, focus on security,
employment, sustainable
Progress

& SARDAR HAMEED KHAN
) YRR R
The Balochistan government has formu-
lated a comprehensive 10-year special
provincial action plan aimed at ensuring
the province’s construction, development,
prosperity, and long-term stability, accord-
ing to Shahid Rind, Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister for Political and Media
. Affairs.

Speaking to the media after a special

cabinet meeting at the Chief Minister’s

‘Secretariat on Thursday, Rind said the plan’

has been prepared with the inclusion and
consensus-building of all politicdl parties.
The draft will be shared with all political
- stakeholders, approved by the cabinet, and
then presented for debate in the provincial
assembly. The initiative, described as a
' roadmap for development and prosperity,
 is expected to create 1,188 million employ-
ment opportunities through collaboration

with the federal government and other
institutions. It will require an estimated
Rsq trillion in funding, with contributions
from the federal government and relevant
organizations,

Rind highlighted that the current admin-
istration, led by Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, has adopted an effective strategy to
address Balochistan’s longstanding issues
since taking office. The government has
initiated work on projects that previous
administrations overlooked, including the
provincial action plan at both political and
security levels.

“Trust-building at political and military
levels is essential for the plan’s success,” he
said. The plan will ensure implementation
to resolve security challenges and improve
other sectors, ultimately helping eradicate
unemployment in the province,

The aide emphasized that the blueprint is
a people-centric vision, covering all aspects
of public interest. New administrative di-

-visions have been designed with public

convenience in mind to reduce difficul-
ties faced by residents. “This plan opens
the door to sustainable peace and develop-
ment in Balochistan,” Rind added.
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| Austerity measures

In a signiticant and himely move, the
Balochistan government, under the lead
ership of Chiel Minister Mir Sarlraz
Bugti, has initiated a comprehensive aus:
terity drive aimed at reducing govern-
ment expenditures and conserving, pre-
cious financial resources. The decisions
taken during a special cabinet meeting,
which was also attended by Governor
Sheikh Jaftar Khan Mandokhail and
other key political figures, reflect a collec-
tive awareness of the province’s challeng-
ing economic realities. The announce-
ment that provincial ministers, advisers,
and parliamentary secretaries will forgo
two months of their salaries, along with a
25 per cent reduction in the salaries of all
provincial assembly members ona volun-
tary hasis, sets a positive example. It dem-
onstrates a willingness on the part of the
political leadership to share the burden of
the economic constraints and leads by
example. The emphasis on enhanced aus-
terity measures to ensure the efficient uti-
lization of financial resources is particu-
ladly crucial for a province like
Balochistan, which faces unique develop-
mental challenges. The shift towards
video link meetings and online platforms,
the ban on official dinners (except for for-
eign delegations), and the restriction of.
seminars to government facilities are all
practical steps in the right direction.
These measures not only save money but

also  promote  efficency  and  reduce
UNNOCOSSATY bureaucrati hurdles.
However, it is vital to ensure that these
ansterity measures do not dhisproportion-
ately atfect the common people. The pro-
vincial government must be sensitive to
the needs of the marginalized and ensure
that essential services are not compro-
mised. The burden of austerity should not
fall on the poor who are already strug-
};ling lo make ends meet. Instead, the
ocus should be on cutting down on
excessive use of fuel and vehicles by gov-
ernment officials, a major source o
expenditure. There is also a need to re-
evaluate the practice of granting bonuses
to high-ranking officials, which often
seems excessive and unjustified. The
Balochistan government needs to embed
a culture of efficiency and responsibility
within its departments, promoting trans-
parency and accountability in financial
management. A sustainable and well-
monitored austerity program can signifi-
cantly contribute to strengthening the

vincial economy and creating space
for essential developmental projects. By
demonstrating a genuine commitment to
fiscal responsibility and a proactive
approach towards managing resources,
the Balochistan government can pave the
way for a more stable and prosperous
future for the province. The challenges
are significant, but with determined lead-
ership and the support of the people, the
government can effectively navigate these
difficult economic times.
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Balochlstan on the Move

After years of waiting, it finally feels like Balochistan is on the
move, building a future that is brighter and more prosperous for all its
people. For a very long time, the people of Balochistan have waited
for the basic rights and facilities. Now there is a feeling in the air that
things are changing. A new wind of development is blowing across the
province, and it brings hope. One of the most exciting promises is
about the internet. In today's world, the internet is just as important as
electricity or roads. The government has announced a plan to bring
high-speed fiber-optic internet to 1,100 educational institutions in
Balochistan. Think about what this means. A student in a remote town
will soon have the same access to information as a student in a big
city. This project is set to be completed in just six months, which
shows a real sense of urgency. And it doesn't stop at schools.

The plan is to connect all educational institutions, hospitals, and gov-
emnment offices across the province to this network. This will make
healthcare smarter and government work faster and more transparent.
Technology is just one piece of the puzzle. The real strength of a
province is its young people. There is a new focus on the Enterprise
Development Program which aims to train the youth of Balochistan.
The goal is not just to give them a certificate, but to connect 60,000
young men and women with real employment. This is a massive num-
ber. It means thousands of families will have a steady income, and
thousands of young people will be able to build a future for them-
selves right here in their homeland. For many villages in Balochistan,
getting a glass of clean drinking water has been a daily struggle. The
good news is that work on projects to provide clean drinking water has
been sped up in every union council of the province. This is a matter
of health and dignity, and it is heartening to see it being treated as a
top priority.

The same attention is being given to our cities and towns. Our
municipal committees are responsible for keeping our cities clean and
liveable. To help them do a better job, the government is providing
them with modern machinery. By June 30, 95 municipal committees
will get this new equipment. This will help in better garbage collec-
tion, cleaner streets, and improved services for everyone living in
these areas. Education is the foundation of everything. For years, a big
problem has been the condition of our schools. There are thousands of
schools in the province that only have one single room. Imagine trying
to teach children of different ages in just one small room. It is not
easy. To fix this, work has been accelerated to build two additional
rooms in four thousand such schools. This will give students a proper
place to learn and teachers a proper place to teach. All these efforts are

already showing results. In the past year alone, one hundred thousand

children who were out of school have been admitted back into the
classroom. This is a huge victory. Every single one of these children
now has a chance to read, write, and dream of a better life. These are

not just govenuncnt schemes written on paper. They are real changes
that will touch their lives. From high-speed internet in schools to clean
drinking water in villages, from jobs for the youth to better roads and

municinal services. the focus is on the basics.
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