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|
necessary action.

for (Di r General)

' The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Regd No. B‘-C-6 VOL XLV No. 1387 QUETTA Tuesday March 03, 2026 / Ramazan 13, 1447

Baloch culture guardian
of our identity, traditions
& great historical
heritage: Bugti

Stafl Report-

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that Baloch culture is the guardian of our identity,
traditions and great historical heritage, in his message issued
here on the occasion of Baloch Culture Day.

The CM said that the culture of every province of Pakistan
is worthy of respect and Baloch culture is the bright color of
this national bouquet.

He said that Baloch traditions reflect the high values of love,
bravery and hospitality, saying that cultural days arc an cffec-
tive means of renewing the commitment to our valucs and

| ting the new g jon with our heritage.

“It is the need of the hour to enlighten the younger gencra-

' tion about our Kistorical and cultural heritage™, he said. )

He said that the Baloch nation should not become a part of
any futile war; national development, peace and stability are
our path. |

The CM mentioned that Baloch youth should make science |
and rescarch their motto and make cducation their top priority.

He said thot Baloch youth should achieve a prominent posi-
tion with their talents in the modern global race based on arti-
ficial intelligence. |

Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated that the Balochistan government
has opened the doors of 200 international universitics in the
world, including Oxford and Harvard, for Baloch youth.

Moreover, Baloch Culture Day commemorated here on
Monday to highlight our cultural values, traditional dress. lan-
guage, muwe and Baloch traditions.

The celebratlo is part of practical steps of the provincial
government towards promote cultural activitics, p ize art-
ists and preserve historical heritage, said Balochistan Minister
for Public Health Engineer, Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, in
a statement issued here,

He said Baloch culture is o hallmark of our identity, honor,
traditions and history, adding, the Baloch nation has always
sct examples of peace, bravery and loyalty.

He said they reiteratc our resolve to continue taking all pos-
sible steps to protect and promote our cultural heritage.

c Minist joncd that ting the younger gen-
eration with our traditions is the need of the hour so that our
culture could be passed on safely to future generations.
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Out of school
children

As many as three million children in
Balochistan are out of schools. This fig-
ure is surprising and it should be a seri-
ous concern for authorities concerned.
This revelation comes in a backdrop of
a worrisome national scenario as
Pakistan is one the countries with the
highest number of out-of-school chil-
dren globally, exceeding 26 million.
Balochistan, where an education emer-
gency has been declared, mirrors this
broader national crisis.

For those who are in school, most are
provided with a poor quality of educa-
tion. Access lo quality education
depends, almost exclusively, on paren-
tal income levels. If you have theincome,
you can get your child a decent quality
of education. Otherwise, your child is
either not in school, or enrolled ina gov-
ernment or low-fee private school.

- Arlicle 25-A, which says that “free
and compulsory” education would be
provided to all five- to 16-year-olds in
_ the country, was added to the basic
rights section of our Constitution in
2010. Fourteen years later, we are
declaring an emergency to do what we
had promised our children in the
Conslitution as a basic right.
Unfortunately, the successive govern-
ments particularly in Balochistan did

not pay serious attention towards
addressing the issue of the education
sector. The provincial governments in
the past focused on constructing bulld-
ings and did not pay for other essential
fuctors such as providing facilities to
children so that they have easy access
to the schools. It is very unfortunate
that there are a number of schools in

remote areas of Balochistan which are .

deprived of wash rooms, boundary
walls and required teachers. The gov-
ernment and its authorities concerned
paid less attention in running enrol-
ment cnmpaifns in remote areas to
improve enrolment. Just declaring an
emergency will not work unless the
government and authorities concerned
take up this issue seriously and come
up with more earnest efforts lo address
the issues and remove the hurdles that
are hindering children from schools.
Our children need more schools, teach-
ers and classes. We need to revamp our
assessment, we need to redo our cur-
ricula and books and we need better
governance structures in the public sec-
tor. All this and more needs to be done
at scale and quickly.

This will require more resources and
it will require a lot of focus on prioritis-
ing and coordinating. And it will need
high levels of competence as well. The
poverly in Balochistan is one of the
serious factors that obstruct parents
from sending their children to schools
needs to be addressed.
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