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kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for informaltion and

necessary daction.

. A7

for (Director General)

The Press Secretary to

Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

I RAMZAY ROAD QUETTA

PHONE NO: 081-0202548-8201615-9201958, FAX NO:081-9201108
e-mail: dgprquettabalochistan®.com, dgprquetta. advt@gmail.com
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GROUP | @ balochistantimes.pk O@tnbdm_

Regd No.B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1385 QUETTA Sunday March 01, 202}6“!7Rama:

Bugti condoles
‘ ~with Deputy
Chairman Senate

S(nﬂ Rzpcrt

ISLAMABAD Chief Muus!el‘ ™) nf Balochistan, Sarfaraz
Bugti, visited the residence of Deputy Chairman of the Senate,
Syedaal Khan Nasar, to offer condolences on the passing of
the wife of his elder brother.

The CM expressed profound grief and sorrow over the loss
and extended his sympathies to the bereaved family.

He prayed for the eternal peace of the departed soul, for her
elevated ranks in the hereafter, and for strength and patience
for the family to bear this irreparable loss with fortitude.

On the occasion, Deputy Chairman of the Senate Syedaal
Khan Nasar thanked the CM for his visit and kind words, stat- |
ing that his presence and solidarity during this difficult time
were a source of comfort and solace for the family.

" He also conveyed his best wishes to the chief minister and
appreciated his efforts for the progress and prosperity of
Balochistan.

Sarfaraz Bugti paid tribute to the parliamentary services of
the deputy chairman, acknowledging his constructive role in
the Upper House and commending him as a strong and effec-
tive voice for Balochistan.

He extended his good wishes and assured his continued
suppott and cooprnuon
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development gap

The Balochistan province covers an
area of 347190 sgkms, equivalent to
436% of the total geoyraphical area of
Pakistan with 14.9 million population.
Most of the population of Balochistan
is scattered. The consequence of the
extremely low population density in
the province is that the costs of provi-
sion of basic services are relatively
high. The UNDP National Human
Development Report of 2020 has esti-
mated the Human Development Index
(HDI) of the four provinces for 2018-19.
The overall value of the HDI of
Pakistan is 0.570. The corresponding
magnitude of Balochistan is 0.473. This
places the province at a low level of
human development. The difference is
the largest in the education component
of the HDL It is 0.500 for Pakistan and
only 0.332 in the case of Balochistan.
The gap is relatively less in the health
component. The gap in the literacy rate
is very large. It is 60.7% in Pakistan
and only 42% in Balochistan. And the
gross primary enrollment rate is 85.5%
in Pakistan and 581% in Balochistan.
The percentage of out-of-school chil-
dren in Pakistan is 35.5% and as high
as 58% in Balochistan. There are other
key indicators also of the development

g .
The population of youth in the prov-

—————

e e

ince was 28 million in 2023. The labour
force of youth, aged 15t0 24

rs, was
22 million. This implied a | r force
participation rate of owver 78%.

However, the Census reports an
extraotdinarnly high rate of unemploy-
ment arhong the youth in Balochistan
It is-estimated at over 37%. As such
over (.6 million youthare unemployed.
Overall, the number of ‘idle youth' in
Balochistan, who are in the labour
force but unemployed and those who
are not in the labor force and not
undergoirlg education, is 1.5 million.
This is an extremely high share of
53.6% of the total youth population in
the provinces. The extreme backward-
ness of Balochistan requires that the
federal PSDP should give priority to
infrastructure projects in the province,
especially to highways and irrigation.

Dat_e_d_Q\MAR 2025 Page No. ~—

Experts believe a well-defined ten-

year tax holiday needs to be given for
private investment in Balochistan.
This should contribute to more effec-
tive exploitation, in particular, of the
substantial mineral resources in the
Province. The Benazir Income Support
Programme should expand the cover-
age of quarterly support to families in
Balochistan, given the very high inci-
dence of poverty. Also, there is a need
to promote productive absorption of
youth by the offering of an employ-
ment guarantee scheme. The federal
government must play a productive:
role in reducing the development gap
in Balochistan.
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Every School Open, Every
Child Welcome

Great news from Gwadar. It deserves our applause and, more importantly, our
full attention. The Gwadar District Administration and the Education Department
have achieved something remarkable. In the entire district of Gwadar, not a single
government school is closed, Let that sink in. All 313 schools are open. From pri-
mary to higher secondary, the doors are unlocked. Teachers are teaching, and stu-
dents are learning. This is not a small feat. It is a monumental step forward. Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti rightly praised this effort. He shared the news on
social media, thanking the teams on the ground. Their hard work has paid off. But
his message went further. He made a promise. He said no school in Balochistan
will ever close again. No child in the province will be left out of school. This is a
powerful promise. For too long, closed schools have been a sad symbol of neglect.
They represented broken promises to the youngest generation. Gwadar is showing
that this can change. It is showing that concrete action is possible. This achieve-
ment is not just a claim. The Education Authorities have confirmed it in writing.
They have issued a formal certificate. It states that every school in Gwadar is
functioning. This paperwork matters.

It shows accountability. It tuns a goal into a venfied fact. This certificate is a
challenge to every other district. It sets a new standard. If Gwadar can do it, why
can't others? The Chief Minister says work is moving fast to reopen inactive
schools across Balochistan. The success in Gwadar must be the blueprint.
Education is the very foundation of a society's future. An open school i1s more than
a building. It is a beacon of hope. It is a promise of a better life. For a child, it
means a chance to dream. For a community, it means progress. For a province like
Balochistan, it is the key to unlocking its immense potential. When a school clos-
es, that hope dims. Children are left without structure or opportunity. Their poten-
tial fades. The whole community suffers. Keeping every school open is the first,
most basic duty to our children. Gwadar has remembered this duty. Opeming
schools is the first step. The next step is just as crucial. We must ensure the quality
of education inside those schools. We need dedicated teachers, proper learning
materialy, and a safe environment for students, The goal must be not just open
doors, but excellent education. The commitment shown by the Gwadar administra-
tion must now be matched by sustained support. This momentum must continue.

The provincial government must provide the funds and the focus. They must
turn the promise of "no closed schools™ into the reality of "no child left behind."
Well done, Gwadar District Administration. Well done, Education Department.
You have shown what is possible with determination and hard work. You have
given the children of your district a gift. You have given the whole province a
model to follow. Chief Minister Bugti's vision is bold. A Balochistan where every
child is in school is a brighter Balochistan for everyone. Let the success of
Gwadar be the spark. Let this be the turning peint. The journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single step. In Gwadar, they have not just taken a step. They
have run a full sprint. It is time for the rest of the province to catch up. The chil-
dren of Balochistan are waiting. Their future starts today, in a classroom that is
open and ready for them.
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