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CM Bugti urges
peaceful protests, warns
against law violations

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti
hu.exptaud decp concern over the painful incidents in neigh-
boring regions of Balochistan, calling them a matter of sorrow for
the entire Muslim Ummah.

In a statement shared on social media platform X, Bugti
acknowledged that the events have caused widespread grief and
distress, noting that expressing pain th ful protest is a
natural and legitimate response.

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that provincial police and district
administrations have been directed to fully cooperate with dem-
onstrators and take all necessary measures to maintain law and
order. He stressed that ensuring public safety and preserving
peace during protests remains the government's top priority.

“At this difficult time, it is important that people remain united
and uphold the principles of peace and justice,” he said, urging
citizens to demonstrate responsibly. J

The chief minister made it clear that any attempt 10 exploit pro-
tests as a pretext for violating the law, barming civilians, or dam-
aging public or national property would not be tolerated He
wamed that strict action would be taken against those found

h
Ll 4

' involved in unlawful activities.

Sarfraz Bugti further stated that the provincial govemment is
to facilitate and d all ps ducted in a

! civilized and peaceful manner. He reaffirmed the administration's

|

willingness to listen to legitimate public demands, ensuring that
both public seatiments and law and order are respected.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has reaffirmed the provincial

gove:mment’s commitment to strengthening irrigation infrastruc-
tures, describing it as a fundamental pillar of agricultural develop-
mv:nt and cconomic stability. Chairing a high-level meeting in
Cnetta with parliamentary representatives from the Nascerabad
'Oivision and senior officials of the mrigation Department, the
Chief Minister reviewed ongoing development and rehabilitation
projects, with key decisions taken to enbance water gement
and agricultural productivity. The Rs 5 billion Hairdin Drainage
Project in Sohbatpur district was highlighted, with consensus to
expedite completion 1o ensure timely benefits for farmers.

Rehabilitation of the Manjhooti and Uch canals will be included
in the upcoming fiscal ycar's budget, aimed at addressing water
shortages and supporting cultivators.

Sarfraz Bugti directed authorities to adopt modemn technology
for monitoring and managing irrigation schemes. He stressed
phased restructuring of canals and drainage systems to ensure
efficiency and sustainability. To maintain transparency, he
instructed that project directors be appointed from relevant

nts and emphasized stronger accountability mechanisms
to guarantee effective use of public resources.

Highlighting the agricultural importance of Nasecrabad
Division, Sarfraz Bugti described it as Balochistan's “green belt™
and “fruit basket” He underscored the urgent need for compre-
hensive measures to boost agricultural output, noting “Irrigation
projects are the backbone of agricultural growth and economic
stability.” The Chief Minister emphasized that strengthening agri-
culture would not only increase farm output but also stabilize the
local economy and create employment opportunities. Improved
irrigation infrastructure, he said, would contribute significantly to
rural prosperity and long-term resilience.

'nn H was " Asd 2.

A lead.

g by par Yy from polit-
ical parties, provincial ministers, and senior burcaucrats, reflect-
ing broad-based support for irrigation reforms. Officials reaf-
firmed their itment 10 dinated eforts to lerate
development work and ensure irrigation infrastructure meets
modurn standards. :

Rs: 30
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Delimitation
of districts

The recent decision by the Balochistan
cabinet to carve out new administrative
divisions and districts has reignited a
volatile debate in Balochistan Assembl
and other forums over the intersection of
governance, tribal identity, and political
expediency. While the provincial govern-
ment frames these changes as a neces-
sary step toward administrative effi-
ciency und decenitralized setvice deliv-
ery, the fierce opposition from seasoned
lawnakers like former Chief Minister
Nawab Muhammad Aslat Raisani high-

lights a deeper anxiety. The walkout.

staged in the Balochistan Assembly is ot
merely a procedural protest; it is a warn-
ing that redrawing boundaries without
respecting historical and tribal lineages
risl?s fracturing the delicate social fabric
of the province. By shifting districts like
Kachhi into the Sibi division and
Mastung into the Quetta division, ?he
government is accused of disre%:!rdmg
the deep-rooted ties these areas hold to
the former Kalat state, potentially distort-
ing a geographical history that has
defined the region for centuries.

The primary concern is that these
administrative maneuvers are often

. driven by the vested interests of those in

power rather than a genuine commitment
to public welfare. Historically, Balochistan

has witnessed a troubling trend where
successive administrations use delimjta.
tion us a tool to consolidate political infly-
ence or salisfy specific constituencies,
When districts are created or reramed
based on personal whims, it creales a rip-
ple effect of systemic complications.
Disputes over job quotas, esucationul

Y seats,and the distribution of development

funds are inevitable when communities
are arbitrarily uprooted from their tradi-
tional administrative centers. As the
opposition rightly points out, such moves
oslensibly made to ensure peacecan inad-
verlently sow the seeds of discord atnong
hrolheriy tribes, leading to long-term com-
munial friction over tesources and repre-
sentation. For Balochistan lo move for-
wurd, the process of administrative
restructuring must be purged of political
opportunism and grounded in transpar-
ent, merit-based deliberation. Any change
to the province’s map should be the result
of an inclusive consultative process that
involves local stakeholders, historians,
and tribal elders, ensuring that the “best
interest of the people” is more than just a
convenient rhetorical phrase. The incum-
bent cabinet must realize that administra-
tive convenience should never come at the
cost of cultural heritage or social stability.
It is imperative that the government revis-
its these decisions with a sense of gravity,
prioritizing the preservation of historic
identities over short-term political gains to
ensure that the quest for “progress” does
not become a catalyst for further division.
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