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Bugti decides to es
City Authority, vows priority

fund al support

Iing, te

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
erament has decided to cstablish a
modemn Safe City Authority,
aligned with contewmporary secu-
rity and (echnological require-
ments. LU

The decision'was laken during a |

high-level meeting chaired by
Chiel Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz
Bugti at the Chicf Minister's
Sccretariat on Tuesday, where pro-
gress on ongoing Safe City projects
was reviewed’ « detail,

Officials bricfed the mecting that
under the iniliative, stote-of-the-art
surveillance cameras  will  be
installed in major cities across the
province.

A centralized command and

¢

control ceater, along with an inte-
grated digital monitoring sysiem
based onadvanced technology, will
be activated in phases.

The project dims 1o ensurc
round-the-clock suneillance “of
highways, seasitive installations,
key public and private buildings,
and crowded public spaces.

CM Sarfraz Bugti dirccted
authoritics 10 immediately remove
administrative,  technical,  and
financial hurdles and accelerate the
pace of work. He assurcd that the
provincial government willprov, ide,
the required financial and technical
resources on @ priority basis to
ensure timely completion

He noted that afier Punjab,
Balochistan will become the sec-
ondprovince taintroduce a modern

chnic

I

Safe City system, describing the
project as a milestone for maintain-
ing law and order, preventing
crime, and improving urban ser-
vices.

The CM emphasized that the
completion of Safe City projects
will help reduce crime rates.
improve  traffic  management.
enhance emergency responsc times
and strengthen coordination among
law enforcement agencics.

He reiterated that the efleciive
use of modern technology to safe-
guard citizens® lives and property
remains a top priority of his gov-
cmment.

Sarfraz Bugti further noted that
the cstablishment of a Safe City
Authority will enhance the capac-
ity of police and other law enforce-

-ablish Safe

meni agencics, enabling them to
take more effective and result-ori-
ented action against criminal cle-
ments. CM Sarfraz Bugti directed
authoritics to immediately remove
administrative, technical, and
financial hurdles and accelerate the
pace of work. He assured that the
provincial government will provide
the required financisland 1echnical
resources on a prionty basis 1o
cnsure  limely  completion.The
mecting was atiended by Chief
Secretary  Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir  Khan, Additional  Chief
Secretary (Home) Hamza Shafqaat,
Inspector  General of Police
Balochistan Mubammad  Tahir
Khan, Principal Secretary Imran
Zarkoon, and other semor ofticials
from relevant depagtments.
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Low gas pressure

The people of Balochistan find them-
selves trapped in a cruel paradox:
inhabiting a province that serves as the
energy basket of the nation while shiv-
ering in their own homes due to a
chronic lack of gas and electricity. This
systemic deprivation reached a boiling
point in the Balochistan Assembly on
Monday, as lawmakers from both the
treasury and opposition benches sel
aside political differences to voice a col-
lective, fiery condemnation of the Sui
Southern Gas Company (SSGC) and
Quetta  Electric  Supply  Company
(QESCO). The members demanded that
the Speaker summon ulility officials to
answer for a crisis that has transitioned
from a scasonal inconvenience Lo a per-
manent state of domestic paralysis. In
the provincial capital and the freezing
highlands, low gas has rendered cook-
ing a meal or heating a room an impos-
sible lask. The timing of these utility
failures is particularly egregious, coin-
ciding with the holy month of Ramazan
when the demand for gas and electricity
peaks during Sahur and Iftar. For the
residents of Quetta, the “blue flame”
has become a rare luxury, f(orcing fami-
lies to rely on expensive LPG cylinders
or hazardous wood fires, further strain-
ing the pockets of those already bur-
dened by skyrocketing inflation.
Simultaneously, the scourge of unan-

nounced electricity load-shedding has
disrupted every facet of life, from small-
scale businesses Lo the basic functioning
of houscholds. It is a profound irony
that while the provincial leadership dis-
cussea grand visions of development,
the  fundamental  infrastructure
required for a dignified life remains
broken, The frustration expressed by
the parljamentarians reflects a deeper,
more dangerous sense of disappoint-
ment among, the masses, who feel that
their basic rights are being treated as
secondary by federal utility corpora-
tions,

The demand for the Speaker o sum-
mon SSGC officials is a necessary step
toward accountability, but it must lead
lo more than just a verbal reprimand.
The province requires a concrete time-
line for infrastructure upgrades and a
guarantee that Balochistan’s own natu-
ral resources will first serve ils own
people. The current state of affairs,

where citizens are forced to pay exorbi-

tant bills for services they rarely receive,
is .unsustainable and fuels a sense of
alienation. The government must move
beyond mere expressions of “concern
and anger” and exercise ils conslilu-
tional authorily to ensure that utility
companies (ulfill their obligations. If the
state cannol provide the basic warmth
of a gas stove or the simple flicker of a
lightbulb, it risks losing the trust of a
population that has already sacrificed
much for the national grid.
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