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f BA voices concern over gas shortages, electricity woes,
LR .. and public grievances ¥
Staff Report negligible  gas pressure.  He 1ot Y v TENE W alternative fuel. He also noted

lamented that severe gas load
,‘SUE'ITA: The Balochistan shedding bas badly affected
Assembly session on Monday  domestic life and called for sum-
 Witnessed  heated debates as moning top officials of the gas

~other Public gricvances affecting been summoned previously and
‘their districts. The session com- suggested that members from the

:Khallq_A ; Provincial  Minister  Mir
Parliamentary Sccretary for Saleem Khosa echoed these con-
S:&;G.AD.V Abdul Majeed Badini, cerns, statitg that gas company
pllghl}ghl!d the paradoxical situa-  officials had previously appeared
i!m in the Nasecrabad division, before the assembly and made

noting that despite being located  grand assurances, yet no tangible i

IE‘: ﬁi ggs ficlds, the area receives pointed out that the entire by low pressure and load shed- lack of firewood in the area as an ness to public

!blrely 100 kilometers from the progress bas been made. He Naseerabad division is plagued  ding, a situation worsered by the  officials for teir ua

that gas pipclines were severely
damaged in past floods and
require  urgent  repair. The
Minister stressed that the public

members from vanous coastitu- o s bei ived of a basic facil-
foe > : r mpany to the assembly for 1s being depriv L
‘I:mes rased serious concerns  questioning. Speaker Ae:;yal'zai ity despite paying thesr bills reg
T the reduction in gas pres- responded by reminding the larly. Deputy Speaker Ghazala
Sure, ongoing load shedding. and  bouse that the GM Sui Gas bad Gola addzd that the gas shortage

poses serious problems for the
people of Naseerabad and cven

menced with a 1S-mioute delay division consult and propose a GG ,-,mm v
under the chairmanship of new date if they wished to sum- v rri
Speaker Onptaip (Rerd) Abdul. mon the officials again. Secretary

brooght altention 1o  similar
issues in Pishin, where there is no
gas pressure, and electricity sup-
ply is cmatic, leaviog the arca
wrthout power in both swmnimer
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Climate
change crisis
Balochistan, a land characterized by its
rugged beauty and vast geographic
expanse, is currently standing al the proc-
ipice of an environmental catastrophe. As
the global climate crisis intensifies, this
province already grappling with systemic
poverly and chronic underdevelopment
finds itself on the frontline of a battle it is
ill-equipped to fight. For years, the region
has been trapped in a punishing cycle of
prolonged droughts and erratic precipita-
tion, a situation that is no longer a sea-
sonal anomaly but a grim permanent fix-
ture. The impact on the provincial econ-
omy, which is heavily reliant on agricul-
ture and livestock, has been devastating,
As waler tables plummet to “dead zones”
and fertile orchards wither away, the
socio-economic fabric of the province is
fraying, threatening to push an already
marginalized population into even
deeper levels of deprivation. S
Despite these clearand present dangers,
the response from authorities has often
felt like a series of fragmented gestures
rather than a consolidated, war-footing
strategy. While the recent establishment of
the Balochistan Climate Fund and the
introduction of a provincial climate policy
are welcome steps on paper, the transition
from policy to practice remains agoniz-
ingly slow. The lack of a unified, mulli-

Dated:2 & FEB 2076

e —

sectoral approach has left local communi-
ties the true stakeholders vulnerable to the
whims of nature. Massive floods in recent
years have exposed the fragility of the pro-
vincial infrastructure, yet the focus on cli-
materesilient construction and long-term
disaster management conlinues to lag
behind the immediate need for survival.
For a province that contributes negligible
amounts to glohal greenhouse gas emis-
sions, the burden n{ml.\plnlinn is unfairly
high, yet the domeslic urgency to address
these impacts must be unmatched.

To secure’ils future, Balochistan must
pivot loward an aggressive agenda of cli-
male-smart governance. This begins with
an unwavering commitment to curbin
local greenhouse gases through industri
modernization such as the transition of
brick kilns to zigzag technology and a
massive, sustained afforestation drive that
goes beyond mere photo-ops. Planting
millions of trees is not just an environ-
mental necessity; it is a life-support sys-
tem for a region facing desertification.
Furthermore, the provincial government
musl prioritize climate-resilient agricul-
ture by introducing drought-resistant
crop varieties and reviving traditional,
sustainable water management systems
like the ‘Karez" The window for action is
rapidly closing. Without a consolidated
cffort that bridges the gap between official
rhetoric and ground reality, climate
change will not just be an environmental
challenge for Balochistan; it will be the
final blow to its struggle for prosperity.
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