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necessary action.

Jor (DiRtctor General)

The Press Secretary to
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Rate List or Jail List? Tricksters!

In the very first three days of Ramzan, authorities in Quetta took

! strict action against those trying to exploit the public. It has been
reported that 119 people were arrested and sent to jail for illegal profi-
teering. This is a powerful statement. It shows that the state is watch-
ing and that no one is above the law, especially when it comes to the
basic rights of the people. This tough stance was not a random deci- .
sion. It started at the top, with a clear directive from Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti. Right at the beginning of Ramadan, he wamed the
artificial inflation mafia that the government would come down hard
on them. Chief Minister didn't just issue a warning; he also opened a
door for the citizens. He urged the public to become partners in this '
effort by registering their complaints directly on the Chicf Minister's ,
portal. This is a smart move. It empowers ordinary people and makes
them feel that their government is listening. When the government
says it is on a mission to provide quality goods at reasonable prices, it
is not just a slogan. We are seeing real action on the ground. Special
magistrates have been deployed alongside the district management.
They are not just sitting in offices; they are out in the fields, conduct-
ing operations and making surprise visits. This unpredictability is key.
When shopkeepers know that a magistrate or a team could show up
! anytime, anywhere, they are far less likely to cheat their customers by
using faulty weights or displaying two different price tags.

Beyond just catching the bad guys, the government is also working
on positive solutions. The establishment of Ramadan savings markets
is a great example. These markets provide essential items at lower
rates, giving relief to the common man. Initiatives to provide free
ration bags to deserving families ensures that the most vulnerable i
members of society do not go hungry during this blessed month. Every
year, as the holy month of Ramadan begins, Muslims around the world
embrace a spirit of patience, sacrifice, and self-discipline. It is a time ;
for spiritual reflection and for remembering those who are less fortu-
nate. Unfortunately, in many markets, this holy month also brings out
a different kind of spirit one of greed. As the demand for essential
food items increases, some traders see an opportunity to make a quick
profit by unfairly raising prices. This year, however, the govemment of
Balochistan has sent a very clear message: this illegal practice will not
be tolerated.

Journey does not end with arrests and warnings. The real test for the
government will be to maintain this pressure throughout the month and
| beyond. Inflation is a monster that doesn't just disappear in 30 days.
The people of Balochistan will be watching to see if this energy and
commitment remain consistent, For now, the message is loud and
clear. The government has proven that the comfort of the people is its
priority. By putting 119 profiteers behind bars in just three days, they o
have shown that the law is not a paper tiger. It is a relief for the com-
mon citizen 1o know that while they fast during the day, the govemn-
ment is working tirelessly to ensure that when they break their fast,
they are not being overcharged for their meal. This is the trug spirit of

public service, and it deserves appreciation.
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