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\
necessary action.
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Balochistan Times

i GROUP ' @balochimntimcs.pk o('f;bn’locﬂﬁmmimcs.pk QB“‘““-P“ |
Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1375 QUETTA Thursday February 19, 2026 / Ramazan 01, 1447 R

—_— —_—

CM announces Rs 3.2b
Interest-free loans for
- farmers under GPI

Staff Report

QUETTA: Dalochistan Chicf Ministr Mir Sarfraz Dugti
announced that interest-free boans worth Rs3.2 billion have been
disbursed to 847 farmers under Phasc Il of the Green Pakisfan
Initiative (GPI).

In a post shared on social media platform X, the Chicl Minister
said, the loans are aimed al enabling cultivation across 35,609
acres of agricultural land in the province, a move expected lo
boost productivity and improve livelihoods in rural comnmunities.

| He further revealked that under Phase 1 of the initistive, 257
farmers had already been provided interest-free Joans totaling
Rs6.85 billion. The combined financial support under both phases
) reflects the provincial government’s commitment to strengthening
the agricultural sector. Mir Sarfraz Bugti added that the govern-
ment is also extending financial assistance to small and under-
privileped farmers through the Kissan Card prograin, ensuring
casicr access to funding and agricultural inputs.

‘He emphasized that the provision of interest-free loans under
the Green Pakistan Initiative is designed to stabilize the ngricub
tural sector, enhance crop production, and empower farmers
across Dalochistan. The initiative, he noted, represents a signifi-
cant step toward sustainable agricultural development and eco-
nomic uplifl in the province. Morcover, Deputy Commissioner o
(DC) Quetta Mehrullah  Badeni slong  with  Assistant
Commissioncr City Quetta Abdullah Din Arif visited Ayub
Stadium regarding the organization of Remazan Sasta Dazaar for
provision of facililies to people. On this occasion, the Deputy
Commissioncr Quetla reviewed the proposed location, arrange-
ments, arrangement of stalls, security, parking and public facilitics
indetail. The Deputy Commissioner directed the concerned offic-
ers (0 ensure the provision of quality and affordable food items to
the public during Ramadan. 11e said that the district administra-
tion would organize Rainazan Sasta Dazaars in different areas of
Quetta to provide relicf (o the citizens. e further directed that
strict monitoring of food prices, effective sanitation arrangements,
and foolproof sccurity measures should be ensured during
Ramazan so that the citizens could get the best facilities. The
district administration is active to provide every passible facility
to the public during Ramazan, he said.

| -
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Prioritizing
education

The state of education is dissatisfoclory
throughout the country but the condition is
more serious in Balochistan which is the
largest province of Pakistan in terms of ter-
ritory but lowest in population. Balochistan
has ‘long struggled with infrastructure
issues, particularly o deficient education
system. A large number of students in the
province are being denied their right to
education due to prolonged administrative
negligence and mismanagement. Some
reports suggest that 15 million school-age
children are currently out of school, and
1,964 schools lack proper builo.lir\&s. Dozens
of schools are without tollets and drinking
water facilities while some schools are

: cstablished inareas which are not viable for
* children to continue education due to lon§

distances. Sadly, the challenges wors

l with the unrmnlmlni floods in 2022,

which led to the destruction of over 5500

- schools. Only a few of these schools had

been repaired immediately where children
are getting education. Adding to these dif-
ficulties, the province is now grappling
with a shortage of teachers though the gov-
ernment has started appointing teachers. It
is more surprising that half of Balochistan’s
12,000 primary- schools have only one
teacher. With more than 300 teachers relir-
ing eachmonth and the absenwe of a proper
recruitment  mechanism,  numerous

| {4

Balochistan Time Quetta
.. 19 FEB 202

schools are at risk of being left without
teachers. The incumbent government has
announced the reopening, of schools on pri-
ority basia. However, these initiatives may
yield minimal results if the mismanage-
ment of funds and corrupt practices persist.
Regrettably, the recruitment criteria of
teachers is also difficult and time consum-
ing therefore thousands of vacant posts of
teachers are lying unfilled due to which
schools throughout the province are facing
shortage of teachers. While grievances
from provincial offidals, teachers and stu-
dents also highlight concerns about nepo-
tism in the education sector, leading to the
appointment of incompetent and under-
qualified teachers. This, combined with an
outdated curriculum and the lack of mod-
ern teaching equipment, has significantly
impacted the quality of education in
Balochistan. The provision of basic necessi-
ties, including electricity, water and wash-
rooms, remains a critical concern for the
majority of schools. With over 80% of the
education budget allocated to salaries, it is
evident that a strategic and holistic
approach is needed to revitalise the educa-
tion system in Balochistan. Prompt and
carnest efforts, encompassing effective
recruitment  strategies,  infrastructurul
improvements and curriculum modemisa-
tion, are imperative o reverse the currenl
trend and ensure a bright educational
future for the province. Paying less focus
on the education sector will never let the
province develop and compete with othe
provinces in the race of development.
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