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Bugti distributes interest-free
loans to farmers under green
Pakistan initiative Phase 2

Says strengthened admin depends on principled officers

GREEN PAKISTAN INITI

QUETTA: Under the " second
phasc of the Green Pakistan
Initiative (GPI), interest-free loans
amounting to Rs 3.2 billion were
distributed among 847 farmers
across Balochistan, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in agricultural
development and farmer support in
the province. A special ceremony
was held in Quetta to mark the
occasion; with Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugli
participating as the chief guest,
whilc a large number of senior
military and civil officials were
prescot at the ceremony fo witness
the distribution of cheques among
the beneficiary farmers.

In the successful first phase of
the Green Pakistan Initistive, con-
ducted  under 12 Corps
Headauagters, 257 farmers were

ing Rs 685 million, which proved
remarkably successful in enbanc-
ing agricultural productivity and
farmer prosperity. Building upon
this achievement, the second phase
extends these interest-free loans
for cultivation over an expansive
area of 35,609 acres, demonstrat-
ing the government’s commitment
to agricultural  development.
During the ceremony, a documen-
tary film highlighting the achieve-

* ments and positive impacts of the

Green Pakistan Initiative was also
screened for the attendees.
Addressing the ceremony, Chiel
Minister of Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugli emphasized that
such initiatives significantly pro-
mole agriculture, which remains a
major source of Pakistan's exports
and national income. He stated that
the Government of Balochistan

will play an important and proac-
o ‘e = thanalfora nff

farmers ond promoting overall
prosperity throughout the prov-
ince. The Chief Minister was
joined on this occasion by Corps
Commander Balochistan
Lieutenant General Rahat Nascem
Ahmed Khan, reflecting the col-
laborative approach between civil-
jan and military institutions in
supporting agricultural develop-
ment.Moreover, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has emphati-
cally stated that strengthening
administration and discipline in
government affairs, restoring pub-
lic trust, and ensuring effective
governance are fundamentally
dependent upon competent, moral,
and principled officers. He stressed
that public service must be per-
formed not merely as an official
duty but as a sacred national trust,
requiring unwavering commit-
ment to cthical standards and con-
stitntinnal nhligatinny

The Chiel Minister expressed
these views while addressing the
certificate distribution ceremony
among officers at the conclusion of
the first pre-service lraining course
for Assistant Commissioners and
Section Officers at the Balochistan

Cuvil Services Academy.
Provincial ministers, members of
the provincial assembly,

Balochistan  Chief  Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Director
General Balochistan Civil Services
Academy Abdul Hafeez Jamali,
and other senior officials were also
present on the occasion.

Addressing the newly trained
officers, the Chicl Munister of
Balochistan temarked that from
today, their real test commences in
the practical field, marking the
beginning of their professional
journey’s examination of service,
honesty, and leadership capabili-
ties
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Ramazan package
The Balochistan government has
launched a province-wide relief package
for deserving families in the month of
Ramazan with the relentless tide of infla-
tion. Announced by Director General
PDMA Jchanzaib Khan under the direc-
tives of the Chief Minister, the initiative
targets 328000 low-income families

across all districts, aiming to provide a
safety net of basic food supplies during

this holy period. With logistics already in.

motion and supplies delivered to over 20
districts, the government’s proactive
stance in initiating distribution without
delay is commendable. However, the true
success of this endeavor will not be meas-
ured by the volume of rations dispatched,
but by whether those bags of flour and
pulses actually reach the kitchens of the
marginalized rather than the storehouses
of the influential.

The pivot toward an eight-member
District Coordination Committee to over-
see distribution suggests a conscious
effort to repair a system long plagued by
inefficiency. By revising the process to
enhance t ncy and restore public
trust, the administration is acknowledg-
i ing a harsh reality: in previous years, the
noble intent of the Ramazan package was
frequently undermined by systemic rot
Last year’s distribulion was marred by
widespread reports of anomalies, where
the toxic duo of favoritism and nepotism

ensured that political affiliates were

an Time Quetts
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rewarded while the truly destitute were
left empty-handed. This history of “enor-
mous anomalies” casts a long shadow
over the current rollout, making the
PDMA's assurance of quality and merit-
based selection a high bar to clear.
Transparency in Balochistan’s adminis-
trative landscape is a notoriously difficult
feat, often hindered by the province's
complex social structures and vast geog-
raphy. While the government’s public
commitment to merit is a step in the right
direction, it must be backed by rigorous
ground-level ‘monitoring that transcends
mere  paperwork.  The  District
Coordination Committees must operate
under a spotlight of accountability to
ensure that the “deserving families” iden-
tified are not just names onalist provided
by local power brokers. If the governurient -
fails to ensure that the ground reality
matches their press conference rhetoric,
they risk repeating the mistakes of the
past, further eroding the fragile bond of
trust between the state and its citizens.
Ultimately, this relief package is more
than just a logistical exercise; itis a test of
the provincidl government’s integrity.
The holy month demands a higher stand-
ard of ethics, and providing for the needy
isa religiousand civic duty that should be
free from the stains of corruption. It is
hoped that this year, the Balochistan gov-
ernment will prioritize merit over politi-
cal expediency, ensuring that the relief
promised in Quetta actually reaches the
far-flung tents and homes where it is mo-~

desperately needed.
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