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Succeeding tree
plantation drive

|| _ The spring tree drive has kicked off fn

Quetta and other parts of Balochistaru

' Undoubtedly, planting maximum trees is

| very essential for the environment and

| mitigating climate change impacts upon

| our planet. However, it seems that the tree

| plantation has become just a tradition on

| the part of the government, particularly

i that of its forest department, which is evi-

! dent fromthe fact that the number of trees

i in Quetta and its surroundings is shrinks

l * ing instead of increasing, The govern-
ment allocates a spedial ﬁhdget or tree

. plantation every year and tens of thou-
sands of saplings are planted on the road-

 side areas, public parks, schools, colleges

' and green belt areas. Pakistan is consid-

ered as one of the 10 countries with'the

most adverse effect of climate changes

¢ and it is struggling with various environ-

mental issues like water pollution caused

agricultural runoffs. Rapid deforestation,

tion, soil erosion, desertification are also
some other maj

- various® studies have® shown ' that
Balochistan': suffers - these impacts the
* most among all other provinces. Hence,
the provindal government's effort : to
* engage peoplein the tree plantation drive
and 'to establish model nurseries at dis-

————

from raw sewage, industrial wastes and -
* over drainingof groundwater, deforesta-

or environmental issues
« that should be urgently addressed.' And

e L

—

trict level can be considered a great initia-
tive to combat the adverse effects of dli-
mate change. But at the same time, the
tree plantation should be taken hand in
hand with the public awareness

prams with the emphasis given on scm
curriculum. The government must ensure
a ban on tree and forest cutting and stop
allowing private developers to build on
forest land. Then drastic measures are
needed to control the activities of the tim-
ber mafia, and ensure strict punishment
for those violating government law and
endangering the environmertt. During
the past few years numerous trees were
ch off owing to expansions of roads
and the concerned department must
plant more trees to cover up this loss. The
climate change department should make
sure that local communities in remote
areas have access to alternative fuel so
that they do not cut down trees for fire-
wood; communities must also be edu-
cated on the importance of environmen-
tal 'conservation. Environmental ambi-
tions mustbe reflected in the overall
developmental and economic policy of
the country if we want to conserve our
natural | environment. The people in
Balochistan are already suffering greatly
because of the less rain, increase in tem-
perature; and reduction of availability of
the natural resources. Hence, to have
them on board on tree plantation drives is
important but to make people aware of
their inputs in combating the impacts of
climate changeimpacts can be the biggest
achievement today.
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