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SUBJECT:- PRESS CLIPPINGS.

kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

for (IDirector General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

PHONE NO: 081-0202548-9201615-92019586, FAX NO:081-9201103

RA M ZAY ROAD Q U ETTA e-mail: dgprquettabalochistan@.com, dgprquetta.advt@gmail.com
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Addressing
food crisis

According to  the World Food
Program’s (WFP) floods situation report,
high food prices and a heavy reliance on
imports are threatening Pakistan's food
and nutrition security as the country
reels from the effecls of devastating
floods from last year. The government

" has imposed a ban on the import of all

but essential items and raw materials,
creating hurdles in production. As per
the report, 14.6 million people required
emergency food ussistance in Pakistan,
while seven million children were in
need of nutrition services. The floods
had caused a 53 percent increase in new
malnutrition cases across the country
from July 2022 to January 2023. This is a
serious crisis that needs to be addressed
at the earliest. The unprecedented
floods of last summer had badly affected
over 80 percent arcas of Balochistan.
The agriculture sector of the province
was badly suffered and‘increased food
insecurity, unemployment and poverty
in the province while the affectees of
agriculture sector are yet to stand on
their feet. Unfortunately, currently
Balochistan is passing through a serious
crisis wheat and flour due to which peo-
Fleamam inastateof worry. Balochistan
ulfils 85 percent wheat and flour
requirements from Punjub and Sindh.
The on movement of wheat and flour by

ﬁ

—

’

respectable provinces aggravate wheat
crisis in Balochistan that ultimately
sparks food crisis. Financial and policy
experts are of the opinion that boosting
the country’s agricultural output in the
wake of a surging trade deficit, due to
rising food imports, is the only way to
address this economic and health crisis.
As per official data, Pakistan's food
import bill stood at $5.98 billion during
the first seven months of the current fis-
cal year. 1t is evident that the agricul-
tural sector is seriously struggling and
its growth remains stagnant at around
2.5 percent against the 6 percent target
that the country needs. It is need of the
hour that the policymakers take effec-
tive steps to measure the effect of cli-
mate change on different regions in
Pakistan and correctly assess their
impact on agricultural . production.
Farmers need to be trained in climate-
smart agricultural practices and edu-
cuted about the potential impact of cli-

mate change on their occupation and'

livelihood. The government should also
come up with investment in agricul-
tural research and development to min-
imise the negative impact of climate
change on the farm sector. The govt
must financially assist farmers faced
damages in floods. With the people fac-
ing hardship in aninflationary environ-
ment, it is imperative for the govern-
ment to ensure that it bridges food sup-
ply gops and takes measures to keep
prices at an affordable level for the aver-
age Pakistani.
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